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No  to  pay  rise  □ Lottery  shake-up 

Blair  pla]^  a 
populist  tune 


Michael  White 
and  Dairid  Hencke 


LABOUR'S  first 
Cabinet  meeting 
since  1979  j'ester- 
day  adopted  a 
blatantly  populist 
style  when  senior 
ministers  agreed  to  forgo  a 
large  pay  rise,  to  use  first 
names  instead  of  titles  and  to 
legislate  immediately  to 
redistribute  £1  billion  of 
National  Lottery  money. 

niey  decided  that  the  pub* 
lie  response  to  Tony  Blair’s 
election  campaign  plan  to 
divert  the  midweek  lottery 
pot  to  good  causes  in  health, 
education  and  science  had 
been  so  positi\'e  that  they 
would  fmd  room  for  early  leg- 
isbtion  in  next  Wednesday's  , 
Queen’s  Speech,  which  will 
list  22  bills. 

It  will  mean  that  funds  from 
what  Mr  Blair  dubbed  ’the 
people’s  lottery”  will  start 
financing  after-sebool  home- 
work dubs  and  keep-fit  dubs, 
possibly  by  the  time  the  18- 
month  first  session  of  Barlia* 
meat  ends  in  October  1998. 

The  aim  is  to  dilute  the  per- 
ceived elitism  of  the  two-year- 
old  lottery  hand-outs.  Minis- 
ters decided  to  squeeze  it  into 
their  programme  for  1997-98 
after  learning  that  the  initia- 
tive proved  the  most  popular 
on  Labour's  general  dectioo 
public  information  line.  "All 
the  faiia  were  congratula- 
tory,” said  one  oBlcial  last 
ni^t. 

Key  bills  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  include  David  Blun- 
kett's  two  measures  — to 
reduce  classroom  sizes  by 
phasing  out  the  assisted 
places  scheme  and  to  raise 
standards.  Mr  Blair  and  Mr 
Blunkett  later  discussed  the  : 
plans  with  senior  officials.  'TV  ' 
cameras  were  allowed  in  to 
film  the  scene.  I 

Education  is  Tony  Blair’s  | 
declared  priority,  but  Labour  | 
comes  into  power  with  a 
daunting  commitment  on  con- 
stitutional reform  — notably 
Scottish  and  Welsh  referen- 
dums  and  devolved  assem- 
blies — tougher  law  and  order 


c iud  ei 


Two  Bdueotloa  BIBo:  one  to  reduce  cteswooiti  ataas  tay  winding 
^ dovm  the  assisted  places  sctnine:  the  second  lonieBStendaiits  by 
messiaes  including  a General  Teachiig  Ceunefl.  better 
qutffioationa  for  heads  and  greater  powoia  lo  ternove  poor  teaOieis 

Q The  Finaneo  BA  to  knpfement  Gordon  Breerrt'a  flat  Budget 
^ raising  £5  billion  from  the  tSStias'  windfel  tax  tor  ewUnfO  to  work, 
and  cutflng  VAT  an  domestic  hate  and  fuel  from  a to  S per  cad 

0 The  Bank  of  England  Indiipendenra  BIO;  to  give  stelutoiy 
force  to  the  Bank's  new  broader  structure  and  new  powers  to  set 
interest  rales 


0 Two  lirihiranrlien  BBIe:  lor  pro'legtentive  referendums  in  Wteea 
^ and  Scodand  on  devolution 

0 Two  Devolution  BBto:  to  alow  Scottish  and.  Walsh  aasemblieB 
^ lobe  setup  witl^  a year  of  Labour  tatdngpOMiw 

OA  Crime  and  Blaetdor  BS:  to  erdoics  curfews  on  young  . 
children  end  fas(-ttad(  justice  tor  young  oflenders 

0 A Loftaty  BiB:  to  redistnbute  £tm  ^National  Lottery  money  to 
^ health,  education  and  scienoepra)scte  including  homawoikeliSM 


and  keep-fit  grot^is 


0 The  Low  Ray  Bilt  to  set  up  the  trfpsrtrte  low  pay 
^ which  wfl  propose  a mininium  wage 


conmiBaioR 


0 A Conaianer  tDMrts  BIB;  to  give  ^eater  pemer  lo  customere  of 
^ privsb'sed  uUGtas 


procedures  and  Mr  Brown’s 
bill  to  give  semi-indepen- 
dence to  the  Bank  of  England. 

Some  bills  will  emei^  only 
after  further  consulation.  in- 
cluding one  to  ban  tobacco 
advertising  and  one  to  pro- 
mote a Freedom  of  Informa- 
tion Act  That  Is  a retreat 
from  the  pre-election  time- 
table, but  Cabinet  Office  min- 
istets  David  Clark  and  Peter 
Mandelson  were  adamant 
yesterday  that  the  commit- 
ment stands. 

A white  paper  on  the  sub- 
ject. preceding  legislation, 
will  be  Included  in  the 
Queen's  Spemb.  As  yet  there 
is  no  timetable  for  a biU. 

"You  cannot  just  pull  off 
some  bill  from  the  shelf,”  Mr 
Mandelson  told  reporters 
after  a day  of  confusion  on  the 
issue,  which  reminded  the 
new  team  that  the  tight  con- 
trol they  exercised  in  oppoei- 
tioo  may  prove  harder  to  sus- 
tain in  office. 

Mr  Blair  was  solemnly 
reported  as  opening  the  Cabi- 


net meeting  with  the  words 
"Good  morntog.  evetyone” 
before  repeating  the  pep  talk 
he  gave  his  -U8  MPs  on 
Wednesday  about  the  need  for 
discipline  and  hard  work  — 
to  govern  as  New  Labour  in 
the  same  way  that  they  bad 
won. 

The  new  Cabinet  which 
met  for  two  hours  in  a session 
oSiciaUy  described  as  "seri- 
ous, brisk  and  sensible”, 
rejected  the  huge  1997  pay 
rises  which  John  Major  had 
left  in  the  pipeline. 

The  g«ture  was  jutted 
necessary  to  fulfil  the 
Chancellor,  Gordon  Brown's 
pledge  to  reject  the  extra  rise, 
made  when  be  announced 
public  sector  pay  restraint  in 
early  FUbmaiy.  No  cabinet 
member  dissented,  though 
some  voted  in  fhvour  of  toe 
rise  before  the  election. 

It  will  cost  toe  Prime  Minis- 
ter £4L443  of  his  £l-13,860-a- 
year  salary  and  his  colleagues 
£16,009  off  their  £103,860  total 
remuneration.  Backbenchers 


! FR£ADom 

I OFfNFORHAriafJ 
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SEcners  act 


and  junior  ministers  already 
have  their  pay  rise  and  yes- 
terday’s decision  will  last 
only  one  year. 

Mr  Major’s  own  extra  pay 
rate  as  Leader  of  toe  Opposi- 
tion win  be  unaffected.  It 
went  up  to  £98.860  on  May  1.  a 
rise  of  £14.668.  He  will  also  get 
a £25,000  severance  payment 
for  losing  bis  Job. 

Former  cabinet  mliusters 
get  £]3.0(»  apiece,  with  toe 
seven  ministers  who  lost ! 
their  seats  in  the  election 
after  many  years  service 
receiving  up  to  £40.000. 

The  Cabinet  also  made  the 
historic  decision  to  stop 
addressing  colleagues  as 
Prime  MliUster,  Chancellor 
or  Northern  Ireland  Secre- 
tary and  stick  to  Tony,  Gor- 
don and  Mo.  Even  the  Cabinet 
Secretary,  the  austere  Sir 
Robin  Butler,  will  become 
Robin,  alongside  toe  new  For- 
eign Secretary,  Robin  Cook. 

Outside  toe  Cabinet  room, 
Ann  Taylor,  toe  first  woman 
Leader  of  toe  Commons  In  700 
l-ears.  added  a moderniser’s 
touch  of  her  own.  She 
announced  that  she  will  be 
known  as  I^esident  of  toe 
Council  rather  than  by  toe 
ancient  title  of  Lord 
President 

PoGties,  pages  4 and  5; 
Leadsrcemmsntf  page  IB; 
Watch  aut(  sacrecy'a 
tfwot  (again],  paga  13 
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Biggin  Hill  or  bust. . .AstatneofCbarles  Darwin  sits  inaLondon  restoration  workshop  before  beingpaidiedoffto  Down 
House,  near  Biggin  Hill  in  Kent  The  evolutionist’s  home  is  reopening  to  the  p^lic  In  Jnly  pterroGRAPHOMSDUANsaL 


Laser  makes  light 
work  of  toothache 


HP’s  death  raises  contest  stakes 


Portillo  likely 
to  wait  for 
safer  seat  to 
try  comeback 


Bwen  MpcAsMIl  j 

and  Kamal  Ahmed 

Defeated  cabinet  I 

minister  Michael  Por- 1 
tillo  is  almost  certain 
to  rule  bimself  out  as  a candi- 1 
date  for  toe  byelection  ere-  j 
ated  by  the  sudden  death  of 
Sir  Michael  Shersby  yester- 
day. because  last  week’s  gen- 1 
et^  election  turned  it  into  a I 
marginal  seaL  i 

One  of  the  leadership  con- ' 
tenders,  William  Hague,  said 
it  could  be  many  months  be- 
fore the  byelection  is  fought. 
He  added:  "1  don't  know 
whether  Michael  Portillo  will 
put  his  name  forward,  but  I 
would  lov’e  to  see  him  back  in 
f^liament." 

Sir  MicbaeL  64,  who  had 
attended  on  Wednesday  toe 
Qj^  Commons  sitting  since 
toe  election,  dined  with  his 


Insicie 


■■ 


Sir  Michael  Shersby . . . died 
suddenly  at  his  London  home 

wife  and  fellow  Tory  MP  Sir 
{^trick  Cbrmach  at  home  in 
London  that  night  but  col- 
lapsed and  died  over  break- 
fast. The  MP  for  Uxbridge 
since  1972,  be  saw  his  major- 
ity slashed  from  13.172  in  1992 
to  724  last  Thursday.  Labour 
will  be  hopeful  that  It  can 
turn  it  into  yet  another  gnin. 

Supporters  of  Mr  Portillo, 
while  publicly  abiding  the 
convention  of  not  speaking 


SCdfraudstw  . 

Gokal  was 
IsHedforaiscottl 
14yearsaltvhe 
; ttad  been  convicted 
ofsvinndies 
tofafitngE/Spm.  ; 


about  a byelection  so  soon 
I after  a death,  discussed  it  in 
private.  A Tory  insider  said: 
"It  is  a gr»t  opportunity  but 
. also  a big  risk’'. 

I He  said  be  believed  it  was 
unlikely  Mr  Portillo  would  go 
for  It  If  he  was  to  be  defeated, 
his  political  career  would  be 
completely  over.  Waiting  for 
a byelection ' in  a safer  seat 
later  Id  the  Parliament  was 
seen  as  a more  sensible 
option. 

Another  Conservative 
source  said  toe  party  was 
under  no  pressure  to  ^11  toe 
byelection  early  and  the , 
kmger  it  left  it.  the  more 
chance  the  labour  honey- 
moon will  have  ended. 

A long-delay^  byelection  i 
could  even  attract  former  I 
party  chairman  Chris  Patten, 
whose  stint  as  governor  of 
Hong  Eong  ends  in  less  than 
two  months  when  the  colony 
is  handed  back  to  China. 

Even  If  Mr  Portillo,  who 
would  have  been  a front-run- 
ner for  the  Tory  leadership, 
was  to  win  the  t^election.  the 
chances  are  he  would  arrive 
back  in  the  Commons  too  late 
to  take  part  in  toe  leadersfop 
contest  The  executive  of  the 
1922  committee,  which  orga- 


Investigators  Claim 
to  have  foiled  an 
. .attempt  tgr^aunoh 
^ieSy’a  teadii^  and 
mostvkilenfCosa' 
Nostra  “tefnily'*  - 
.-ihBCorleoneBL  ---- 


oises  toe  leadership  contest, 
has  still  to  be  selected. 

A long  list  of  former  Tory 
MPs.  including  former  minis- 
ters. could  apply  to  contest 
toe  vacant  seat 

Members  of  toe  constitu- 
ency association  indicated 
that  the]'  would  be  looking  for 
a candidate  who  reflected  toe 
views  of  Sir  MicbaeL  who 
served  as  a parliamentary 
private  secretaiy  in  Edwaid 
Heath's  government  and 
more  recently  stuck  to  toe 
"wait  and  see"  party  policy 
on  the  European  single 
currency. 

"It  is  important  that  toe 
Conservative  Party'  gets  back 
to  the  proper  issues  and  ^ts 
back  to  toe  middle  ground.” 
said  Robert  Taylor,  former 
chairman  of  toe  constituency 
association. 

The  b>'elecUon  added  a new 
dimension  to  the  turmoil 
caused  by  toe  search  for  a 
new  Tory  leader.  BQl  Cash, 
one  of  the  most  Eurosceptical 
Tory  MPs,  threatened  to  Join 
the  six-horse  race  because  the 
present  rightwing  panditiatas 
were  prepared  to  take  former 
Chancellor  and  Europhlle 
Ken  Clarke  into  their  shadow 
cabinet. 


John  Prescott  has 
orders  a tlghtahkig 
of  the  law  govenring 
rail  companies  after 
athreattofme 
South  West  Trains 
- £1  m was  withdrawn. 


Christopher  Reed 
In  Los  Anpoles 

OPEN  wide,  all  yon 
dental  patients,  for  a 
new  technxqne  that 
banishes  the  noisy  and 
painfhl  drill. 

The  American  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  has 
approved  for  general  use  by 
dentists  a laser  device  that 
beams  in  on  tooth  decay 
and  makes  the  drill  redun- 
dant. "It's  the  most  excit- 
ing technology  to  come 
along  in  25  years.**  said 
Roy  Eversole.  a professor  of 
dentistry  at  the  University 
of  California. 

Two  companies  have  de- 
veloped dental  lasers.  In 
both,  the  laser  beam  is  gen- 
erated inside  a box  about 
the  size  of  a fax  machine.  It 
Is  then  delivered,  via  a fi- 
bre-optic delivery  tnbe,  to  a 
band-held  instrument 
much  like  a drilL 
Patients,  dentists  and 
norses  will  have  to  wear 
goggles  to  protect  their 
eyes  against  toe  U|tot  that 
shows  at  toe  end  of  the . 
laser  catter.  bnt  anaes- 
thetic will  hardly  ever  be 
necessary,  in  UOO  proce- 
dures submitted  to  the  FDA  ! 
by  the  first  company  to ' 
gain  approval  for  its  dental 
laser,  only  three  patients 


Crossword 


needed  pain  medication, 
and  that  was  dne  to  sensi- 
tivity to  the  cold  water  that 
cools  the  laser  beam. 

The  laser  cats  away  de- 
cay more  finely  and  accu- 
rately than  a drill  and  ster- 
ilises the  tooth  area.  The  I 
i reduced  noise  and  vibra- 
I tion  remove  two  of  the  most 
I common  phobias  about  go- 
ing to  the  dentist,  and  the  j 
third  — pain  — almost  I 
vanishes.  i 

Dmtists  already  exnplOF 
lower-powered  lasers  for 
use  on  gams  and  other  soft 
mootb  tissne.  Bnt  no  laser 
baa  been  allowed  directly 
OD  teeth  until  now  because 
of  (bars  that  the  high  heat 
would  damage  the  inner 
core  of  a tooth,  said  Dr 
Sosan  Runner,  the  FDA’s 
chief  of  dental  devices. 

The  laser  can  also 
roughen  tooth  enamel  to 
bond  fillings,  a process  in 
which  add  Is  now  used. 

There  is,  of  coarse,  a 
snag.  At  almost  £25,000,  the 
device  costs  lO  times  the 
price  of  a conventional  drill 
and  dentists  will  need 
training  to  USe  it. 

The  PDA  has  also  forbid- 
den dentists  to  ose  the  laser 
on  children,  because.it 
fears  Uie  laser  might  pene- 
trate the  sensitive  inner 
"pulp”  that  forms  a larger 
pint  of  tbeir  teeth. 
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Texts  for  Nothing  - Texly  pro  nic 

The  7th  Prague  Writers’  Festival  presents  a 
sdection  of  fine  authors'from  the  Czech  RepubHc 
and  around  the  world.  Meet  them  at  the  Franz 
Kafka  Centre,  Old  Town  Square,  at  7pm  from 
24  to  28  June. 


Ihiesday  24  Jane 

EJL  Doctorow 
Martin  Vbpenka 
Nuala  Nl  DhomhnaUI 
Viola  Rscherovd 

Wednesday  25  June 

Andrddu  Bouchat 
Roland  Jooris 
Vladimir  Kr^dnek 
Giuseppe  Conte 

Thursday  26  June 

Aharon  AppelMd 
Zinovy  Zin'ik 
slana  Stroblovd 
Raoul  Schrett 

Friday  27  June 
Janice  GaHoway 
Igor  Pomerantsev 
BenaStefoi 
Qmltris  NoUas 

Satmtijy  28  June' 

JuNan  Barnes. 

Hanna  Kiall 

Michael  March 

Antdnio  Frarxx}  Alexandre 


USA 

Czech  Republio 
Ireland 

Czech  RepubHc 

Fiance 
Belgium 
Czech  Republic 
Italy 

temel 

Russia 

Czech  Republic 
Austria 

Great  Britain 
Russia 
Romania 
Greece 

Great  .Britain 
Poland 
USA 
Portugal 


The  Prague  Writers’  Festival  Is  dedicated  to 
Samuel  Beckett 

For  further  details,  please  contact  ^ Festival 
Director.  Michael  March,  Revoluenl  28, 110  00 
Prague  1.  Mobile;  + 420  602  371  478 
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British  Steei  warns  ‘overvaiued’  pound  will  cut  jobs  and  profits  □ Chancellor  urged  to  look  beyond  interest  rates  for  contriving  infl  tibn 

ERM  re-entry  fears  trim  back  sterling 


LanyEINott 

and  Itarfc  MUner 


The  pound  slumped 
by  more  than  five 
pCmnigs  on  the  for- 
eign exchanges  yes- 
terday after  a report 
that  the  Government  could 
take  Britain  back  into  the  ex- 
(diange  rate  medianism  — 
but  at  10  per  cent  below  its 
current  level. 

Sterling’s  f«n  the  first  evi- 
dence of  foreign  exchange 
market  fragility  since 
I<abour’s  election  victory, 


came  -as  two  big  industrial 
concerns  issued  warnings 
about  the  Impact  of  the  strong 
pound  on  jobs  snid  prtdlts. 

In  a briefibog  note  to  MFS  in 
Steel  constituencies  to  key 
government  membere,  Briti^ 
Steel  said:  ‘’An  overvalued 
pound  win  have  a s^ous  ef- 
foct  on  many  of  the  0.6  mlUioa 
jobs  diret^  and  indirectly  in- 
volved across  Britain's  manu- 
Ihcturbig  indostry.”  i 

British  Steel  s^d  the  recent 
surge  in  the  pound  — which  ' 
has  taken  it  from  DM2.18  in  i 
I early  1996  to  over  DM2.80  this  i 
, week  — was  bitting  competi-  ^ 


tiveness.  ‘If  stoding’s  present 
strength  is  maintained  this 
deterioration  wffl  accelerate.” 
It  ctdled  on  the  Chancellor, 
Gordon  Brown,  who  this 
week  gave  foe  Bank  of  Eng- 
land ocmtroL  over  interest 
rates,  to  find  another  way  of 
fiampirtg  dowD  on  inflation. 
“The  policy  ^ oontrolling  DE 
inflation  largely  by  interest 
rates  must  be  changed  — ur- 
gently. A balanced  .approach 
using  both  monetary  and  fis- 
cal p^cies  is  needed.** 
Meanwhile,  the  industrial 
conglomerate  BTR  warned 
that  the  pound’s  strength 


would  cut  (Operating  ptofos 
by  £35  uiminn  In  the  fiiwt  six 
months  of  foe  year. 

I STR  and  British  Steeljota a 
' growi^  list  of  leading  UK 
' inrfir>llng  RmitSTS 

and  Re^  Intematiemal,  to 
' /«rtwpTfl<n  about  foe  of 

' the  pound  on  p^orraanee. 

The  Treasury  stamped  on 
foe  report  that  Labour  might 
consider  that  rejoining  the 
ERM  — Just  undw  five  years 
after  Black  Wednesday  ^ was 
an  attractive  proposition  if 
tlm  pound  fen  to  aroond 
DM250.  “There  is  no  truth  In 
it  at  aQ,**  a statement  said. 


Amid  rumours  that  the 
stray  had  emanated  fimn  a 
Labour  backbemfo  MP,  foe 
Treasury  denied-  that  it  was 
an  attempt  to  talk  down  the 
value  of  the  pound.  OfOcials 
pointed  out  that  foe  Chancd- 
lor  ruled  out  having  a target 
for  foe  mcchange  rate  when  he 
amunmced  operational  inde- 
pprMj«mefl  fbr  the  Bank  of 

I Mr  Brown  said  then  only 
that:  “We  want  a stable  and 
cranpetitive  pound  over  foe 
wworttwtn  »ei-m,  consistent  With 
our  objective  of  price 
stabiUty.” 


City  analysts  reacted  scepti* 
caily  to  foe  idea  of  re-entry 
into  the  BRM.  Arran  whtofa  the 
pound  was  ejected  ignominl- 
ously  in  September  19S2. 

'Talk  about  near-term  ERM 
entry  Is  completely  onreaUs- 
tic,**  said  Tony  Norfield  at 
ABN  AMRO.  “Given  foe  UK 
policy  stance  and  the  current 
fundamentals  versus  foe  {rest 
of  foal  European  Uaion,  ERM 
membership  would  be  a disas^ 
ter  In  the  malong.” 

The  iwtriai  fiiTj  in  foe  pound 
I came  in  New  York  on 
I Wednesday  ni^t,  when  the 
BRM  rumour  surfaced.  How- 


ever, foe  pound  renwined 
under  pressure  in  Lramon 
trading  yesterday  and  cxcswa 
at  DM2.7644.  down  5.2  ^en* 
nigs  on  foe  day. 
feU  l.t  cents  against  the  doh 
jarat*i.62M.  . 

Axwtber  fector  weuthln* 
sterling  was  the  performance 
of  foe  dollar,  which  weakened 
against  the  Japanet*  yen 
terday  amid  reports  that  the 
United  States.  Japan  and  Ge^ 
many  were  planning  a co- 
ordinated intorvention  lo 
' niiah  down  foe  greenboac. 

Pinance  ministers  from  the 
G7  industrialised  countries 


mfnTtiifl  to  WnsMngtcm  tpet- 
monUi 

ne»  to  intervene  to  stop  m 
doilaf>  rebound  flrom  -two 
years  ago  flrom  gsttuif  cntf  of. 
hand.  This  week's  reports* 
planiiad  Intervention  n»iM 

trader  nerviMisneiia- 
“The  market  is  to; 

amnt  tp  ha*  iowar  aod  flad 
out  wtorav  there  is  a 
think  wo  rontlnuc  to  ptdw 
the  fownsi^.'’  saW^DayW. 
I Gibnoro.  a partner  at  Foreign 
'Exthmt^  AnalvtlTB  in-  Now 
York.  . 
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BCCI  swindler  gets 
record  jail  term 


^nnemore  Road  on  the  Bordesley  estate,  which  some  feel  is  in  danger  of  lonng  its  qnliilxssentially  Edwardian  diaracter  photographs  rdland  lbon 


Edw.  estate;  some 
des  res;  some 
plastic;  cons  area. 
Owners  very  angry 


Derek  Brown  on  the  council  order  that 

stops  residents  creating  their  ideal  homes  ^h^  of  improvenients  many  residents  want  to  tnaico 


Ninety  years  ago.  In 
foe  high  summer  of 
Bdwardlanlsni.  muni- 
cipal vigour  and  benevc^ 
lence  in  Birmingham 
brought  forth  the  Bordes- 
ley estate:  trim  <uid  charm- 
ing arts  and  crafts  homes 
built  by  foe  Ideal  Benefit 
Society  on  land  provided  by 
the  corporaition. 

Today,  civic  pride  still 
flourishes,  Utoiigh  it  comes 
more  prosaically  packaged, 
under  an  article  4 (2)  direc- 
tion fix>m  foe  planning  com- 
mittee ot  Birmingham  citir 
oounen.  householders  on  the  , 
estate  have  been  stripped  of 
foe  right,  hdd  to  be  inaXien- 1 
able  in  so  murii  of  England, 
to  embellish  their  homes ' 
With  plastic,  tarmac  and  | 
blodc  paving. 

Since  last  November,  res- ' 
idents  have  been  obli^  to  I 
seek  .planning  permission  i 


for  any  work  that  will  dam- 
age the  qointessentlally  Ed- 
wardian character  of  the 
estate.  The  order  was  con- 
firmed by  the  planning 
committee  last  month,  even 
after  a consultation  process 
j showed  foat  most  honse^ 
holders  oppcMed  the  move. 

I The  cocmcll’s  diktat  has 
I ontraged  many  in  the  466- 
home  uriwu  village.  Oppo- 
nents claim  that  97  per  cent 
of  residents  are  against  the 
conservation  order,  and  are 
being  denied  foe  chance  to 
maiTA  the  same  Improve- 
ments as  their  neighbours.  ' 
Council  Qffiriais  say  that 
is  exactly  the  point,  .and  | 
foat  without  protection  foe  i 
once  elegant  enclave  is  in 
danger  of  losing  its  dlstlno- 
tive  charm. 

“The  quality  of  these 
buildings  is  really  qnite 
outstanding.**  con- 


servation ofneer  Mark 
Smith  said  yesterday. 
**Sadly,  foe  area  has  deteri- 
orated quite  a lot,  espe- 
cially In  the  past  20  years.*' 

Atore  than  half  foe  Bor- 
desley estate  homes,  mostly 
semi-detached  hut  with 
some  bigger  blocdcs,  now 
have  plastic  additions.  i 
including  porches,  doors : 
and  windows.  Other  popu- 1 
lar  aids  to  modem  living 
include  block  paving 
drives,  and  tarmacadam 
parking  spaces  in  place  of 
the  Qld-£a^led  front  lawns. 

Messrs  Flnnemore,  Dan- 
iels. Marchmont  and  Drum- 
mond, stalwarts  of  the 
Ideal  Benefit  Society  who 
had  roads  on  the  estate 
named  after  them,  would 
not  have  been  amused.  In 
their  stylishly  illustrated 
‘‘souvenir”  brochure  extol- 
ling the  merits  of  the  devel- 


opment, they  streseed  that 
quality  was  foelr  chief  aha, 
and  announced  a hundred- 
gninea  prise  for  foe  win- 
ning architect. 

BuUding  started  in  1907 
and  was  abruptly  curtailed 
by  foe  outbreak  of  the  first 
world  war.  By  foen,  foe 
Bcmdesley  estate  was  hand- 
somely In  place:  local  red 
brick  sarmounted  by  solid 
slate  roofr  and  embellished 
with  wooden  bays  and 
stone  front  walls.  The 
lucl9  new  erwners  had  to 
lash  out  between  £150  and 
£350  to  move  In, 

Mow  tbe>  same  houses, 
with  or  without  plastic 
parte,  sell  for  between 
£40,000  end  £80.000.  “It  Is  a 
very  nice  area,  out  of  Inner 
city  but  not  in  outer  edty,” 
lo^  estate  agent  Moham- 
med Rasaq  explalnecL 
Oplnlcm  Is  sharply  divid- 


ed on  the  effbet  of  foe  cem- 
servation  order  on  values. 
Council  oCQiaals  point  out 
that  buyers  are  attracted  to 
the  area  precisely  because 
of  the  riaarm  of  the  original 
designs.  Bof  some  of  those 
who  live  behind  those  styl- 
ish, mtiexiots  are  frustrated 
foat  they  cannot  emulate 
their  neighbours. 

Maref  Ahmed,  who  has 
lived  in  an  unaltered  bouse 
in  Flnnemore  Road  for  jO 
years,  said:  “We  want  to  es- 
tend  the  kitchen  and 
donble-glase  the  windows. 
It’s  ridiculous  that  we  have ' 
to  have  the  council’s  pei>  | 
mission  to  make  any , 
ehawg—  at  alL”  I 

But  another  Flnnemore 
Road  resident,  Andrew 
Glover,  lamented  foe  de- 
cline of  the  estate.  **Ifs  a 
real  shame.  The  houses  are 
really  lovely,  bnt  most 
people  have  ripped  op  foe 
: flower  beds  ai^  put  down 
asphalt  or  concrete  (btves.” 
Planning  committee 
chairman  Councillor  Stew- 
art Stacey  insisted  that  foe 
conservation  measure 
would  enhance  property 
value  — though  would-be 
modernisers  will  now  have 
to  spend  more  on  tradi- 
tional materials  and  follow 
original  designs.  **Not 
everybody  is  totally 
happy,**  he  conceded,  “bnt 
if  we  don’t  maintain  vfoat 
is  left  in  the  Ideal  village 
we  nd^t  as  well  not  have  a 
conservation  area.** 

Bnt  councillor  David 
Roy,  the  Conservative  com- 
mittee spokesman,  said:  *Tt 
is  cynical  to  tom  round  and 
tell  people  they  are  wrong 
and  don't  know  what  they 
are  talking  about** 


I Dan  Atidnaon 

ISTORY’S  biggest 
fraudster,  the  fbUen 
shipping  magnate 
Abbas  Gokal,  was 
yesterday  jailed  by  an  Old 
Bailey  Judge  for  a record  14 
srears  after  be  was  convicted 
of  swindles  totalling  SI.2 
ballon  C£730  nuUioQ). 

Gokal,  an  associate  of  the 
scandal-ridden  Bank  of  Credit 
and  Commerce  International, 
will  not  be  allowed  to  serve 
bis  sentence  in  open  prison 
because  * foe  hi^  risk  of 
escape. 

Once  ftted  as  a Third  World 
tycoon  and  foe  host  of  parties 
for  decision-mideers  at  the 
World  Bconranie  Forum  inj 
Davos,  Gokal  was  chairman  | 
of  Gulf  group,  BCCTs  sister 
company  and  its  biggest 
borrower. 

A jury  convicted  him  last 
month  of  conspiracy  to  ac- 
count folsely  and  conspin^ 
to  de^ud.  Sentencing  him 
yesterday,  Mr  Justice  Buxton 
described  him  as  “intelligent, 
sophisticated  and  unscrupu- 
lous”. 

Serious  Friiud  Office  assls- 
' tant  director  Chris  Dickson 
I said  the  sentence  sent  a dear 
message  to  foe  Ctty:  “Just  be- 
cause you  wear  a collar  and 
tie.  yon  won't  avoid  justice.” 

On  top  of  the  14 ‘years, 
Gokal  frees  a further  three  in 
prison  if  be  frils  within  two 
years  to  pay  a £25  miUton 
confiscation  order.  During 
bis  six-month  triaL  jurors 
beard  of  the  suireriiigs  of 
BCCI  victims,  from  the  West- 
ern Isles  locd  authority  to  the 
depositra  who  had  saved  for 
his  son’s  medical  operation. 

This  case  snwsi^  a num- 
ber of  records:  the  biggest 
swindle,  tire  longest  fraud 
sentence,  the  biggest  oraiCsca- 


Abbas  Gokah  hosted  parties 
at  World  Economic  Forum 

tion  order  and,  at  £45  million, 
the  highest  prosecution  costs 
awarded  against  a defendant. 

The  judge  said:  “You  know 
from  the  Stan  what  the  impli- 
cations and  objects  were  of 
the  conspiracies  into  which 
you  entered,  and  you  were 
entirely  willing  to  cause  tlie 
huge  risks  to  depositors  in 
BCCI  that  those  conspiracies 
aitailed. 

‘Tou  have  shonm  not  foe 
slightest  apology  or  remorse 
for  these  massive  frauds,  or 
for  the  damage  and  loss  that 
your  conspiracies  have 
caused  to  many  thousands  of 
innocent  people.” 

The  jud^  declined  to  make 
a compensation  order  on  be- 
half of  foe  100,000  BCCI  depos- 
itors worldwide.  It  is  thought 
liquidators  Deloitte  & Touche 
were  disappointed  by  Uiis  de- 
cisirai.  as  the  money  from  the 
confiscation  order  goes  to  the 
Treasury,  not  the  \ictims. 

As  Gokal  has  spent  nearly 
three  yearn  in  custody,  he  > 
becomes  eligible  for  parole  in 
2001.  I 


Aside  fhun  the  two  lo«e 
fraud  chat}^  «n  which.,  he 
has  been  convicted.  Gokal  Is 
suspected  of  having  shipped 
nuctoar  wenpuns  cifiitponents 
for  P.ikislan  and  othei' 
countnr.A,  t lokurit  titdf  group 
ran  the  .inns  bUfCkade  of 
Inm  duilng  the  war  with 

IftHl. 

His  brother  Miutapha  was 
financial  adviser  it\  A>’afaBah 
Khomeini  «‘ind  in  BakMkpi 
strungman  (.ront^ral  7.10. 

Abbas  Gok.il  was  a 
ronun'iu'd  dandy,  with  -a  |oa- 
too  beard.  Savile  Ruw  aidto 
and  sUk  h.indkrrchiefr.  Ttm 
Cruwn  s.'iU!  during  hls' trial 
that  “greed  rather  than  any 
re.stralnt  marked . . . ((iukat‘s} 
lifestyle  . . . and  hv  dlahon* 
estiv  usiKl  RCc*l  ftmila  to  live 
in  the  style  he  iNt-.-une  arriis- 
tivned  to". 

CvHint  one  ogaitvst  Gokal 
concerned  his  finlse  account- 
ing to  cover  up  Gulfs  bank- 
ruptcy and  the  millions  nf 
pounds  pumped  in  by  RtYI. 
Count  two  concerned  his  dis- 
guising the  fret  that  BCCI 
was  broke.  do  this.  Gokal 
set  up  a network  of  dummy 
romtunies  supposedly  inde- 
pendent Ilf  Golf  to  hide  ftiran 
auditors  BCCI's  huge  cominu- 
menttoGulf. 

As  the  long  a.ssoclaUon 
'between  the  two  compeilea 
prt^res^.  Gulf  ne^cd  extra 
money  to  stay  in  busindu 
Half  a billion  dollars  was 
stolon  from  the  prlvite 
accounts  of  BCCfs  btogest 
shareholder,  the  Sheikh  of 
Abu  Dhobi. 

It  ts  thought  Gokal  and  his 
fluttUy  have  assets  totaUbig 
between  £20  million  and  £100 
QiilUon  and  that  he  will  have 
no  difncult>*  p.4>inK  the  coiv 
fiscation  order  and  the  Crown 
costs. 
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Just  Alright  on  the  night 


Review 


Dave  Simpson 

SWpergraiRa 

Town  and  Country  Chib,  Leads' 


■TfHBY  were  young,  they 
I ra&giwBD.theyk^ttbelr 
I teeth  nice  and  clean. 
However,  since  foe  halcyon 
days  of  ISSS's  hit  Alright,  Su- 
pergrass have  bem  less  than 
impressed  wiQ]  frma  and  got 
a bit  depressed,  fri  a year-long 
taJatus,  they've  turn^  down 
Stevmi  Spl^Iber^s  proposal 
for  a Monkees-type  TV  show 
and  ftontman  Oaz  Coombes’s 
ooly  notable  public  appear- 
ance— or  at  least  his  haircut's 
.-—has  been  in  the  tabloids. 

Mo  surprise,  then.  foatSu- 
peigrass's  comebadc  brings 
anCironicaUy  tltied)Top  Five 
album.  In  It  Fbr  The  Money, 

flill  of  whinees  about  being 

frmous  and  coi^ete  with 
bearded  Santana  and  Super- 
framp  moments. 


When  Coombes  shouted , 

“HeUo  Leeds.  It’s  good  to  be 
back,"  it  sounded  like  sar- 
casm. However,  a raucous 
opening  blast  swept  away 
tbeir  recent  torpor. 

Backed  by  about  a dozen 
musicians,  including  a brass 
section  and  a hidden  vibes 
man,  foe  frster-thau-usual  In 
It  Fbr  The  Money  and  I’d  T.t|tia 

To  Know  roefred  and  indeed 
roUed.  The  sense  of  occasion 
was  heightened  by  a barrage 
of  red  Li^ts.  Was  no  expense 
spared  in  an  effort  to  bring  us 

the  best  show  possible,  or 

to  disguise  the  fret  that  as  a 
U’?  hand  Supergrass  are  stm 
abjtlffr? 

Inevitahiy,  the  answer 

loomed  larger  than  the  light 

sl^  as  longer-term  a certain 
schizophrenia  set  in.  They 
sounded  uncomfortable  on  foe 
Playfiil  old  songs  (written  In 
tte  flush  of  eatiy  success),  «nd 
tired  and  laboured  on  the 
world-w^iry  new  materlaL 
“Get  your  choppers  outi" 
foouted  a punter  in  an  eSbrt  to 
Uventhiiigsup.Itwasuxicer- 
taln  whether  he  was  referring 


to  the  band’s  noted  love  for . ' 
Seventies  bikesor  somettdi^ 
more  dangerous. 

_Tben  disaster  struck^-Sun  - 
Hits  The  Sky  mani^ed  to  col- 
lapse twice.  Faced  with 
public  humiliation  and  aba- 
v^dering  number  of  guitar 
changes,  it  was  no  surprise 
when  Coombes  got  even  more 
angst-ridden  with  the  meian- 
cboUc  It's  Not  Me,  the  first  - 
-time  Gaz's  whiny  vmce  wasn't 
drowned  by  Mickey  Gfuinn's 
bass. 

Uespite  their  loonting  pres- 
ence over  the  Bri^p  era.  it's 
sometimes  bard  to  remember 
that  these  are  still  three  very 
' youngmen,  something  tbeir 
I stogecraft  bore  witness  to. 
^mOarly.  at  21,  Gaz  is  no  Nick 
I urake  or  Xan  Curtis,  and  bis 
. name— like  his  voice— Is 
perhaps  bettereulted  to 
tuiugbty  seboofooy  japery 
swh  as  the  bOhind-the-bike- 
sheds  titter  ofSbe'sSo  Ex>ose. 
Hereafter,  theygota  bit  mean, 
and  turned  IntoSoft  Machine. 

Bin  along  came  a white 
tought.  In  the  form  of  a trium- 
Phant  Alright. 


...BECAUSE  DIRECT  DEBIT  IS  THE  MOST  CONVENIENT  WAY  OF  PAYING  BILLS  AND  SHOULD 
YOU  EVER  NEED  TO,  DDs  ARE  EASILY  CANCELLED.  JUST  CONTACT  YOUR  BANK. 
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Briton’s  custody  fight  makes  legal  history 


‘They  were 


waiting 
to  rip  me 
apart. 

I wanted 
to  faint’ 


Suzanne  Goldenberg  in  Dhaka 
on  a ‘tug-of-love’  struggle 


SHE  is  alone  and  ter- 
rified, abandoned  by 
her  husband  far 
ftom  home  and 
struggling  to  make 
ends  meet  But  in  to 

be  reunited  with  her  chndren, 
Sharon  Jalil,  bom  and  bred  in 
Middlesbrough,  is  making 
legal  history  in  Bangladesh. 

Last  moMh.  Bangladesh's 
hipest  court  awarded  her  in- 
terim custody  of  all  but  the 
eldest  of  her  four  children, 
two  years  after  Ms  Jalil’s  es- 
husband,  Abdul,  kidnapped 
them. 

It  was  the  first  time  an 
international  abduction  case 
had  been  heard  at  the 
supreme  court,  and  is  seen  as 
a landmark  decision  because 
the  judges  set  aside  then- 
usual  considerations  on  reli- 
gion and  female  morality. 

Ms  JalB  Is  not  a Muslim, 
and  her  ex-husband's  lawyers 


focused  on  the  foot  that  she 
was  raised  as  a chmxh-golng 
Christian.  ‘They  have  been 
dragging  rtiigion  in.  saying 
that  as  a Christian  moimer  I 
am  unfit  to  look  after  my  chil- 
dren,” Ms  Jalil  said.  Her  pri- 
vate diaries  were  also  read 
out  at  previous  appearances. 

But  the  Judges  ruled  that 
the  welfare  ctf  the  children 
was  of  primary  importance. 
Tt  was  a bit  a miracle,” 
said  Sara  Hossain.  who  repre- 
sented Ms  Jalil.  Women’s 
groups  had  become  involved 
in  the  case,  she  said,  “and  we 
got  it  turned  around”. 

However,  the  rul^  was 
only  a momentary  victory  in 
a two-year  battle  that  could 
drag  on  for  several  more 
years.  Because  Muslim  cus- 
tom is  enshrined  in  Bangla- 
deshi family  law.  Ms  Jalil’s 
ddest  son,  Nuralam.  aged  12, 
stays  with  his  father,  who 


declined  to  speak  to  the 
Guardian. 

Ms  Jalil  Is  dreading  having 
to  appear  at  the  famBy  court 
in  Dhaka  for  permanent  cus- 
tody hearings  later  this 
month.  “I  know  what  ifs 
like.”  she  said.  “They  are  just 
waiting  to  rip  me  apart  My 
advocate  took  me  there  and  I 
took  one  look  at  the  witness 
box  and  I wanted  to  faint” 

Ms  Hossain  and  officials  at 
the  British  high  commission 
in  Bangladesh  believe  the 
number  o£  cases  such  as  Ms 
Jalil’s  is  bound  to  rise  as  a 
second  generation  of  immi- 
grants comes  of  age  in  Brit- 
ain, and  marriages  between 
British  and  Bangladeshi  citi- 
zens become  more  common. 

"Child  abduction  cases  are 
becomtog  more  widely  known 
about  More  and  more  mixed 
marriages  take  place,  so  you 
do  get  more  and  more  cases.” 


Cockroach  boom  blamed 
for  US  children’s  asthma 


JUox  Duval  Snrith 
in  Washington 


ACOCEOtOACH  boom  is 
the  sin^e  most  impor- 
tant factor  in  the  esca- 
lating rate  of  asthma  among 
poor  children  in  the  United 
St.ntes,  scientists  said 
yesterday. 

Cockroaches,  long  a 
scourge  of  American  city  life 
and  a boon  to  the  extermina- 
tion industry,  are  the  main 
culprits  in  a two-thirds  rise  in 
childhood  asthma  cases  since 
19S0,  according  to  the  New 
England  JoumiiJ  of  Medicine. 

The  study  ol  more  than 
1,500  inner-city  children 
found  that  cockroach  drop- 
pings and  saliva  were  respon- 
sible for  more  allergic  reac- 
tiou  than  dust  mites  or  cats. 
Poor  inner-city  children,  who 
often  live  In  cockroach-in- 
tested  homes,  are  three  times 
more  likely  to  suffer  feom 
asthma  th.-in  their  suburban 
counterparts. 

Kesearchers  who  studied  the 
bedrotans  of  largely  black  chil- 


dren living  in  seven  cities 
found  cockroadi  droppings  and 
remains  in  more  foan  half  the 
rouns.  A concerted  efibrt  to 
reduce  the  US  oodEicach  popu- 
lation would  almost  cerfeinly 
result  in  a shaip  dedine  in 
childhood  asthma. 

David  Rosenstreich,  an  al- 
lergy specialist  at  the  Albert 
Einstein  College  of  Medicine 
in  New  York,  said  that  while 
aUeigies  were  on  the  rise 
throughout  the  world,  the 
new  findings  explained  why 
they  were  so  prevalent  among 
black  and  Hispanic  people  in 
the  United  States. 

He  said  cockroaches  could 
be  blamed  for  about  25  per 
c^nT  of  an  childhood  asthma 
cases  in  US  inner  cities. 
"This  is  the  first  study  that 
systematically  shows  that  if  a 
person  is  allergic  and  is  me- 
to  high  levels  of  cock- 
roach allergen,  the  two  risk 
factors  come  together  to  in- 
crease major  asthmatic  epi- 
s^es,”  he  said. 

Researchers  working  in 
New  York  City,  Saint  Louis, 
Baltimore.  Chicago,  Cleve- 


land, Detroit  and  Washington 
DC  took  blood  tests  from  1.538 
children  nnrfpr  lo,  of  whom  78 
per  cent  vrere  black. 

They  showed  37  per  cent  of 
the  children  were  alleigic  to 
cockroaches,  35  per  cent  to 
dust  mites  and  23  per  cent  to 
cats.  Examining  dust  taken 
from  children’s  bedrooms, 
they  found  that  50.2  per  cent 
bad  high  levels  of  cockroach 
alleigens  (protein  from  the  in- 
sects), compa^  with  9.7  per 
cent  with  high  amounts  of 
dust  mites  and  12.6  per  cent 
with  cat  aUeigen. 

Even  tbou^  the  US  cock- 
roach population  is  widdy  be- 
lieved to  have  increased  over 
the  last  few  years,  there  is  lit- 
tle conclusive  research  as  to 
why  this  h^  happened. 

Cockroaches,  of  which 
there  are  nearly  4.000  species, 
are  said  to  have  been  around 
for  350  minion  years.  They 
thrive  in  warm,  damp  condi- 
tions and  teast  on  crumbs  and 
paper.  Modem  living,  with  its 
carpets,  upholstered  furni- 
ture and  limited  ventilation, 
is  a gift  to  tile  scavengers. 


’Bye  James,  hello  Blagnat 


JohnBsard 


■^O  proud  parents,  Mr 
and  Mrs  Wall,  walked 
into  a Staffordshire 
lister  office  recently  to 
nounce  their  chosen 
nes  for  their  twin  sons; 
ck  and  Stone, 
ortunately  for  the 
ns,  the  reststf®** 

>d  to  dissuade  them,  but, 
the  new  Oxford  Concise 
lionary  of  First  NMnes 
»ws,  not  all  registrars 

, e been  so  persuasive. 

‘he  dictionary,  publisned 
(terday.  records  more 
in  150  unusnal  or  down- 


right bizarre  first  names 
for  children.  They  range 
from  Albion,  Antrim, 
Avon,  Blagnat.  Flint  and 
Gobnat  to  Caprice,  Jevon. 
Mimosa.  Narelle,  Sozy, 
Thessaly  and  Zenith. 

The  book’s  editor,  Pat- 
rick wanfcg.  who  tells  the 
story  about  Mr  and  Mrs 
Wall,  said:  ‘^People  feel  en^ 
titled  to  be  less  constrained 
by  the  forces  of  convention 
once  associated  with  bap- 
tism. This  is  part  of  the  dfr 
Cline  of  the  traditional  val- 
ues of  Church  and  State.” 

The  book  has  traced 
names  fSrom  as  fer  away  as 
Havrali,  inclnding  Aloha 


for  girls  and  Keanu  fbr 
boys  — popnlarised  by  film 
star  Keanu  Reeves.  Some 
wamgs-  such  as  Antrim  and 
Thessaly,  show  the  growing 
popnlaxity  of  the  US  habit 
of  borrowing  place  names. 
Others,  snch  as  Blathnat 
ami  Gobnat,  revive  names 
of  Celtic  saints  or  queens. 

Names  Increasingly  popu- 
lar in  the  EngUsh-speakxng 
world  outside  Britain  in- 
clnde  Ace,  Baron,  Jazz  and 
Raven  fbr  boys  and  Asia, 
Beige.  Destra,  Diva,  Dove. 
Echo,  Gypsy  and  Karma 
for  girls.  And  Brick  and 
Stone  have  already  been 
registered  in  the  US. 


pregnant  Or  Jac*  straw  has  eiw  queued 
BiSien%  at  8.30  on  a damp  Sunday  morning  with 
his  tfahls  laddered.  Or  Cordon  Brown  has  ewer 
tried  to  wfheel  a pushchair  up  an  escalator. 

Bel  Littlejohn’s  five-point  plan 
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said  Geoffr^  Pairhurst  a 
first  secret^  at  the  British 
high  commission  in  Dhaka. 
But  as  with  forced  marriages, 
"for  everyone  we  deal  with 
there  are  another  99  we  don't 
know  about”. 

Ms  Jalil  won  custody  of  the 
children  and  a maintenance 
order  in  an  English  court  in 


July  1995.  but  Bangladesh  is 
uot  a party  to-  international 
pacts  on  child  abduction. 

Activists  say  Ms  Jalil’s  case 
is  extraordinary  because 
many  women  do  not  have  the 
strength  for  a long  legal  battle 
against  a former  spouse  who 
has  the  money  to  engage  high- 
powered  Dhaka  lawyers  or  to 


influence  officials.  Mr  Jalil 
has  refused  to  pay  mainte- 
nance and  his  ex-wife  has 
accused  him  of  secretly  sell- 
ing their  restaurants  and 
homes  in  Lancashire  and 
spiriting  the  money  to 
Bwgladesh. 

The  daughter  of  a British 
mother  and  an  immigrant 


father  from  Ban^desh,  Ms 
jaliL  now  aged  29.  was  bom 
and  raised  in  Middlesbrough. 
When  she  was  aged  16.  her 
tether  arranged  her  marriage 
to  Mr  JaliL  then  aged  25  and 
working  in  a restaurant.  "I 
suppose  at  that  time  I was 
quite  innocent.  I didn't  real- 
ise what  marriage  really 


Two  years  after  her  four 
children  were  abducted. 
Sharon  Jalil  has  been 
reunited  in  Dhaka 
vrith  her  two  daughters 
her  youngest  son. 

But  the  eldest  boy 
remains  with  his  father 

PHOTOSRAm;  ALTAF  HOSSAIN 


meant"  she  said.  "Mostly  i 
did  it  lo  please  my  falher." 

Children  soon  followed.  Her 
husband  prospered.  The  cou- 
ple had  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  However,  Ms  Jalil 
says  her  husband  became 
abusive  and  violent. 

In  November  1993,  he  took 

the  terally  on  holiday  to  Ban- 
gladesh. but  once  there  he  took 
away  his  wife  and  children's 
passport  and  returned  to  Eng- 
land alone.  Two  years  ago  he 
returned  and  arranged  for  the 
children  to  be  kidnapped.  He 
said  he  had  obtained  a Muslim 
divorce  and  kicked  Ms  Jalil 
out  of  the  house. 

“1  just  broke",  she  recalled. 
"He  gave  me  the  divorce 

papers  laughingly  and  said, 
'Now  you  are  penniless,  what 
will  you  do  in  Bangkidesh?' " 

Ms  Jalil  turned  to  her  father 
and  to  the  British  high  com- 
mission in  Dhaka.  Howe\'er, 
diplomats  initially  claimed 
they  could  not  intervene  be- 
cause — despite  being  bom  in 
the  UK  — Bangladeshi  law 
considered  her  to  be  a diLvl  cit- 
izen. "1  was  flnbberoastcd."  Ms 
JalU  said. 

Now.  with  three  of  the  chil- 
dren returned,  she  is  try'ing  to 
make  a home  ui  a bare  and 
slightly  ding>'  Qat  in  Dhaka, 
and  to  calni  her  traumatised 
offspring.  With  no  mainte- 
nance from  her  ex-iia<banci. 
she  is  struggling  to  find  the 
£500  a month  .site  needs  to  keep 
her  home  running  and  the 
girls  in  a good  English- 
language  school. 

'Tm  like  a yo>  o.  1 think  this 
IS  a plan  to  break  me  physi- 
cally. emotionally  and  Ttnan- 
cially.”  she  said.  "I  have  to 
stay  strong  to  keep  the  case 
going.  I'\'e  had  to  stay  strong 
because  of  the  kids.  But  ail  1 
want  to  do  is  to  run  home  to 
my  mum.  I’m  terrified." 
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Censttueney  ■ 
aaaociBlIoBs  ■ 


Let  us  vote, 
say  faithful 


Peter  Hetherington  on  growing  discontent 
of  activists  without  a say  in  Tory  leader  contest 


Robin  Hodgson,  executive  committee  chairman  of  the  National  Union. . . ^present  roles  are  totally  nnsadsfhctory’  PHCFToeRAm:T0MJSMN8 


Agrowing  band 
of  senior  Tories, 
[Tom  Lord  Archer 
to  former  candi- 
dates and  the 
head  of  a key 
national  rommittee.  yester- 
day joined  the  chorus  of  party 
faithful  calling  fbr  the  In- 
volvement of  party  members 
in  the  leadership  election. 

But  with  no  central  mem- 
bership list  and  a collapsing, 
demoralised  organisation 
served  by  ageing  constitu- 
enc}'  ofUcials.  it  n’ill  prove 
well-nigh  impossible  to  ar- 
range a one-member-one-vote 
contest  even  if  the  clamour 
for  change  proves  unstoppa- 
ble over  the  next  month. 

Some  favour  an  interim 
leader  who  will  have  to  fhce 


re-election  next  year  if  a new 
electoral  system,  matching 
Labour  and  Lib  I^m  internal 
democracy,  is  put  In  place. 
But  such  a bold  step  is  un- 
likely in  the  short-term. 

The  Tories'  slide  in  the 
opinion  polls  before  last 
week's  election  bas  been 
matched  by  an  e\'en  more  dra- 
matic decline  in  membership 
— down,  probably,  by  two- 
thirds  since  1992  to  only 
250,000,  or  almost  half  the  roH 
in  Labour's  membership  com- 
puter. Of  those,  only  a quarter 
can  be  considered  “active”, 
according  to  the  latest 
research  undertaken  by  two 
senior  academics. 

Because  600-odd  constitu- 
ency associations  handle 
membership,  senior  officials 


can  only  make  a guess  at 
membership  levels. 

“They've  neglected  the 
issue  for  a long  time,  partly 
through  complacency,  when 
they  had  the  largest  member- 
ship of  any  party  In  the  west- 
ern world,”  said  Professor 
Paul  Whiteley  of  Sheffield 
University  who  has  recently 
updated  research  undertaken 
with  a colleague.  Professor 
Patrick  Seyd,  three  years  ago. 

“In  the  late  1950s  the  party 
had  around  two  million  mem- 
bers. Now  I suspect  they  don’t 
know  what  the  true  figure  Is,” 
adds  Whiteley. 

Tory  party  structure  is  di- 
vided into  several  distinct 
parts.  With  the  right  leader, 
these  disparate  elements  — 
party  he^quarters  in  Smith 


Square.  Westminster,  the  Par- 
liamentary Party,  the 
National  Union  of  Conserva- 
tive Associations  and  its  Scot- 
tish equivalent  — can  occa- 
sionally pull  in  the  same 
direction.  For  the  past  year  or 
so,  they  plainly  have  not  been 
doing  sa 

Few  people  outside  Tory 
inner  circles  have  heard  of 
Robin  Hodgson,  chairman  of 
a City  Investment  group  and, 
for  the  past  two  years,  chair- 
man of  a 200-strong  executive 
committee  of  the  National 
Union.  It  represents  the  grass- 
roots — the  fiercely  indepen- 
dent constituency  associa- 
tions and  the  12  provincial 
areas,  plus  Scotland  and 
Wales,  who  elect  delegates  to 
the  executive.  Even  before 


last  week’s  election,  Mr  Hodg- 
son was  not  a happy  man.  He 
was  elected  on  a reformist 
ticket,  and  bas  been  quietly 
touring  die  provinces  calling 
for  change.  Now  he  wants  or- 
dinary members  to  be  given  a 
say  in  who  becomes  the  next 
leader  by  scrapping  the  rules 
under  which  oidy  165  MPs 
can  vote. 

“Many  members  feel  that 
the  present  rules  are  totally 
unsatisfactory,’’  he  said 
yesterday. 

Mr  Hodgson  favours  an  in- 
terim electoral  college,  pend- 
ing a wider  overhaul  of  party 
democracy,  giving  constitu- 
enpy  nffiriais  annmd  a quar- 
ter of  the  vote  in  the  leader- 
ship contest,  niat  could  put 
him  on  a collision  course 


with  what  remains  of  die 
liamentary  party.  But  he  in- 
sists: “There  should  be  a 
wider  franchise  for  electing 
the  party  leader.” 

Along  with  the  president 
the  Scottish  Conservative  and 
Unionist  Association,  David 
McCletdiie,  be  is  determined 
to  push  for  wider  reforms  — 
ftiBf-Hng  party  chairmen,  for 
Instance,  and  perhaps  taking 
control  of  membership  by  es- 
tablishing a national  data 
base.  “We . . . shall  be  discuss- 
ing a range  of  possible 
rhangftB  within  Constituen- 
cies this  summer,”  be  adds. 

Opponents  of  Mr  Hodgson 
complain  that  he  has  moved 
too  for  towards  the  ^nda  of 
the  Charter  Movement,  a 
Tory  ginger  group  formed  in 


1981  to  democratise  the  party, 
and  a constant  thorn  in  the 
Oesh  of  the  leadtfship.  Its 
founder,  Eric  Chalker.  now  a 
member  of  the  National 
Union  executive,  fovours  an 
interim  leadm*  pmiding  a foil- 
blown  contest  next  year  when 
a naHnnai  membership  list 
has  been  compiled. 

Lord  Archer,  speaking  on 
BBC  Radio  4’s  ’Tbday  pro- 
gramme, said  the  Conserva- 
tives had  to  rdtem  the  way 
foe  party’s  leader  was  dected, 
and  added  that  If  Tory  MPs 
“go  <m  bdleving  that  it  is 
their  sole  ri^t  to  choose  foe 
leader  they  win  lose  members 
on  the  ground”. 

Unless  foe  party  /^hangae 
fost,  on  current  trends  foime 
win  he  only  100,000  members 


by  2000,  according  to  White- 
and  They  discovered 

Hw»<-  more  *han  h^f  foe  mem- 
bers of  local  Tory  associa- 
tions are  over  66.  with  only 
five  per  cent  nnder  35. 
Labour’s  age  profile,  on  foe 
other  hand,  is  evmily  spread. 

Crucially,  the  academics 
found  tha*  a growing  number 
of  rank-and-file  Tories  resmxt 
foe  party’s  hierarchical  struc- 
ture and  having  no  say  in  Its 
affoirs.  At  long  last  that  mes- 
sage seems  to  be  getting 
through  to  the  top  — but 
probably  not  in  time  to  have  a 
si^iiSeant  influence  on  foe 
next  leadmdiip  bmitesL 

7>ne  Blues,  PaulWhiteley  and 
Patride  Cbfi)rd  Onioersir 
tyPress 


Blair  promises  to  restore  food 
‘trust’  with  standards  agency 


Heseltine  recovering  after 
private  surgery  on  arteries 


Alex  Bellos 


Tony  Blair  promised 
yesterday  to  “rebuild 
trust”  In  British  food 
after  the  BSE  and 
SjcoU  crises  as  the  Govern- 
ment announced  proposals 
for  on  independent  Food  Stan- 
dards ABenc>'. 

The  agency,  which  was  one 
of  labour’s  election  pledges, 
will  have  sweeping  powers  to 
combat  health  scares  and  res- 
ponsibility for  policy  develop- 
ment surv'eillance,  labelling 
and  food  law  enforcement 
Mr  Blair  said  he  was  set- 
ting up  a ministerial  group  OD 
food  safety  to  take  forward 
the  blueprint  published  yes- 
terday — which  was  written 
at  his  request  by  Professor 
Philip  James,  director  of  foe 
Rowett  Research  Institute  in 
Aberdeen. 

Mr  Blair  said:  “Confidence 


In  foe  safety  of  the  food  we  eat 
has  been  severely  under- 
mined in  recent  years  and  I 
am  determined  to  rebuild  that 
trust  We  need  to  create  a 
structure  that's  open  and 
transparent  and  which  Is 
seen  to  act  in  the  Interests  of 
consumers." 

A key  proposal  Is  that  the 
agency  should  report  to  Par- 
liament through  health  min- 
isters rather  than  through  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  to 
emphasise  that  its  priority  is 
the  interests  of  consumers. 
Prof  James  said  yesterday  it 
was  essential  that  the  agency 
had  teeth  if  it  was  to  be  an 
effective  watchdc^  for  public 
health. 

“It's  clear  from  consulta- 
tion we  must  have  regulation. 
This  is  a commission  which 
has  to  act  on  behalf  of  the 
public.  This  is  not  an  anti- 
husiness  commission.  It  must 
be  clear  and  transparenL" 


The  structure  of  foe  agency 
as  proposed  would  be  a cen- 
tral commission  of  10  food  ex- 
perts appointed  by  the 
Government 

A period  of  about  six  weeks' 
consultation  Is  eiqwcted.  Prof 
James  warned  that  because 
the  agency  n'ould  require 
islation.  It  might  not  be  estab- 
lished until  1998. 


The  National  Food  Alli- 
ance. which  represents  more 
than  50  public  interest 
groups,  said  a national  food 
agency  was  long  overdue. 

Its  chairman,  Geoffiey  Can- 
non, said:  “The  food  fiascos  of 


foe  last  few  years,  culminat- 
ing with  BSE.  have  wrecked 
parts  of  the  food  and  farming 
industt^.  and  damaged  foe 
UK’S  position  In  Europe  and 
the  world.” 

Tim  Lang,  professor  of  food 
policy  at  Thames  Valley  Uni- 
versity. called  the  report  a 
milestone. 

“Consumers  have  been 


campaigning  for  a long  time 
to  have  food  regulation  and 
promotion  separated.  Setting 
up  a food  agency  is  a major 
step  forward.”  be  said. 

The  National  Consumer 
Council  welcomed  Prof 


James's  report  as  “a  breath  of 
fresh  air”. 

Director  Ruth  Evans  said: 
“My  coxmcU  has  been  press- 
ing for  a separate  food  agency 
for  foe  last  e^t  years.  So  we 
are  delighted  that  this  govern- 
ment Is  taking  urgent  action 
to  implement  this  idea  and  to 
restore  consumer  confidence 
in  foe  safety  of  our  food  from 
’plough  to  plate’.” 

The  National  Farmers' 
Union  also  praised  the 
initiative. 

A s^kesman  said:  "We  be- 
lieve it  should  be  welcomed 
by  the  food  industry  as  a 
springboard  for  continuing 
consumer  confidence  in  Brit- 
ish food.” 

As  a frirtber  indication  that 
foe  Government  was  making 
food  safety  a top  priority.  It 
announced  yesterday  that 
Jeff  Rooker  has  been  made 
the  agriculture  minister  res- 
ponsible for  food  h^iene. 


Alison  Daniels 


Michael  Beseiune 
was  last  night  recov- 
ering from  a success- 
fol  angioplasty  operation 
carried  out  at  a private 
London  clinic. 

The  former  depnty  prime 
minister  was  transferred  to 
the  Barley  Street  CUoic  on 
Monday  evening  and  oper- 
ated on  yesterday  after- 
noon. He  bad  been  admitted 
to  Horton  hospital  in  Ban- 
bury, Oxfordshire,  last  Sat- 
urday suffoting  chest  pains 
and  had  tests  for  angina  — 
a condition  caused  by  acnte 
anxiety  and  strennous 
exertion. 

In  a statement  the  Tory 
chairman.  Dr  Brian  Ma- 
whinney,  said  64-yeaiH)Id 
Mr  Heseltine  was  ‘^resting 
comfortably”  and  hoped  to 
go  home  in  a few  days. 

A spokesman  at  Conser- 
vative Central  Office  added 


that  Mr  Heseldne  had  been 
visted  by  his  wife  Anne  and 
dan^ter  AnnabeL 
After  Saturday’s  health 
scare  Mr  Heseltine  an- 
nounced he  would  not  be 
potting  his  name  forward 
for  foe  Tory  leadership,  con- 
test, despite  being  t^iped  to 
succeed  John  Major.  Hie  had 
held  his  Henley  seat  wtib  a 
majority  cut  by  7,800  votes. 

Yesterday’s  angioplasty 
followed  an  angU^am,  cai> 
ried  ont  to  show  iqp  blocked 
or  narrowed  arteries.  The 
procedure  is  carried  out 
under  local  anaesthetic. 
Narrowed  arteries  are 
opened  iqi  using,  a tiny  bat 
loon  which  is  tnfiat^  to 
widen  the  blood  vesseL 
A hoUow  needle  is  In- 
serted into  the  fomoral  ar- 
tery in  the  thigh.  A ***ti 
wire  inserted  through  the 
needle  Is  guided  tiuongfo 
the  body,  ndng  X-ray  imag- 
ing, towards  the  narrowed 
section  of  artery. 


A tiny  catiieter  tfoped 
with  a mimatnre  balloon, 
not  much  bigger  thaw  a 
matchstlck;,  is  threaded 
over  foe  vtire  and  pushed 
alongto  the  narrowed  area. 
The  balhran  is  inflated  and 
deflated^  a timeS'  to 
widen  foe  narrowed  part, 
and  then  withdrawn. 

The  pizpcednre  is  simpler, 
safer,  quicker  and  less 
traumatic  for  foe  patient 
than  conventional  open 
heart  bypass  smvcry,  b^  is 
not  always  successfuL 
There  is  a hi^  chance 
that  the  artery  will  re-nar- 
row  wiSdn  a year  and  the 
procedure  have  to  be 
riqjieated  or  a bypass  opera- 
tion carried  out 
Since  a minor  heart 
attsdc  on  holiday  in  Teniee 
in  1993  Mr  Heseltine  had 
been  following  doctors’  in- 
stmctknis  to  cat  out  Cat 
from  bis  diet  and  exercise. 
He  walks  regularly  and 
does  not  drink  or  smoke. 


‘We  need  to  create  a structure  that 
is  transparent  and  is  seen  to  act  in 
the  interests  of  consumers’ 


Tbe  new  Cabinet  meeting  officially  for  the  first  time  yesterday  at  10  Downing  Street  photograph:  ax»E  mulholland 


Blair 

meets 

Irish 

PM, 

and  the 

new 

Cabinet 

meet 

each 

other 


Bwen  MacAsklB,  Chief 
PeflUcal  Cerrespoftdont 


The  Irish  Prime  Min- 
ister. John  Bruton, 
welcomed  Tony  Blair 
as  “an  improvement 
for  the  better”  yesterday 
after  the  two  discussed  ways 
of  reviving  the  Northern  Ii^ 
land  peace  process. 

Mr  Bruton,  wbo  met  Mr 
Blair  for  an  hour  in  Down- 
ing Street,  said  the  new 
prime  minister  had  several 
advantages  over  John 
Major. 

One  of  these  was  that  he 
had  a clear  majority,  imply- 
ing that  Mr  Blair  will  not  be 
dependent  (as  the  Conserva- 
tive government  had  been) 


upon  the  Unionists.  Other 
advantages  were  that  he  had 
“space”  — a five-year  term 
ahead  of  him  — and  that  he 
would  be  pushing  ahead 
with  a constltutioo^  reform 
programme  that  was  being 
applied  throughout  tbe 
United  Kingdom,  which 
would  make  it  much  easier 
for  people  in  Northern  Ire- 
land to  accept  change. 

Mr  Bruton  told  a press 
conference  at  the  Irish  em- 
bassy after  tbe  meeting:  “I 
think  he  will  be  a very  major 
change  and  improvement  for 
the  better  in  all  issues  as  far 
as  Ireland  is  concerned." 

Mr  Bruton  said  he  had  dis- 
cussed 20  to  30  issues  with 
the  new  prime  minister, 
ranging  from  economic  and 


monetary  union  to  the  “pris- 
oner situation”.  But  the  key 
to  any  serious  resumption  of 
the  peace  process  remains 
an  IRA  ceasefire. 

Mr  Bruton  said  that  if 
there  was  such  a ceasefire 
and  it  appeared  to  be  seri- 
ous. there  was  a possibility’ 
that  Sinn  Fein,  tbe  IRA's  po- 
litical  wing,  could  join  the 
peace  talks  which  are  due  to 
begin  again  on  June  3. 

Downing  Street,  echoing 
this,  said  it  would  need  to  be 
a full  ceasefire  and  there 
would  need  to  be  a timelag 
after  that  to  prove  that  it  was 
genuine. 

Even  if  Mr  Blair  is  not  de- 
pendent on  the  Unionists  for 
bis  Commons  majority,  he 
still  has  to  take  them  with 


him  in  any  peace  process 
and  be  was  careful  to  hold  a 
discussion  with  the  Ulster 
Unionist  leader,  David  Trim- 
ble, before  he  went  on  to 
meet  Mr  Bruton. 

As  well  as  persuading  tbe 
IRA  to  renew  its  ceasefire, 
the  Labour  Government  also 
faces  tbe  test  of  the  march- 
ing season,  especially  the 
prospect  of  another  stand-ofT 
at  Druracree. 

The  Northern  Ireland  Sec- 
retar>-.  Mo  Mowlam,  who 
also  attended  yesterday's 
meeting,  stress^  the  need 
for  local  agreement  and 
spoke  of  new  legislation,  in- 
cluding tbe  21-day  law  and  a 
ban  on  alcohol  for  those  in- 
volved in  the  marches. 

She  could  not  categorically 


promise  that  a “Drumcree  3” 
would  not  occur,  but  she  said 
that  the  majority  of  people  in 
Northern  Ireland  would  go 
to  great  lengths  to  prevent 
this. 

She  added;  “I  do  know  we 
have  to  work  together  so  that 
none  of  us  have  to  go 
through  that  again.” 

She  said  the  meeting 
“reinforced  a number  of 
basic  agreements,  about  con- 
sent. about  the  need  for  Sinn 
Fein  to  be  in  the  talks,  but 
for  that  to  happen  there  has 
to  be  a ceasefire,  and  there 
has  to  be  a greater  commit- 
ment in  word  and  deeds  to 
that  ceasefire." 

She  agreed  with  Mr  Bru- 
ton's emphasis  on  a quality 
ceasefire  but  said  she  was 


not  sure  if  one  such  a thing 
could  be  achieved  before  the 
June  3 talks. 

“I  am  not  sure  that  June  3 
is  a possibility.  The  time- 
scale  now  is  very  short,”  she 
said. 

Mr  Bruton  said  the  march- 
ing season  in  Northern  Ire- 
land had  been  discussed  “in 
considerable  detail”,  with 
Ms  Mowlam  speaking  of  her 
intention  to  uphold  the  rule 
of  law  as  well  as  seeking  to 
make  sure  that  there  were 
local  :^reements  on  routes 
as  for  as  possible. 

Mr  Bruton  added:  “What 
struck  me  was  that  on  all  foe 
issues  raised  there  was  an 
immediate  indication  of  a 
positive  willingness  to 
engage.” 


Protests  against 
Euro-Minister 


John  Vidal  and 
VIvek  Clianillmy 


SIR  David  Simon,  foe 
millionaire  chairman 
of  BP  who  was  pro- 
moted by  Tony  Blair  to  be 
Britain’s  new  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Competitiveness 
in  Europe,  was  last  ni^t 
under  attack  from  Interna- 
tional human  rights,  trade 
union  and  environment 
groups  who  allege  that  the 
oil  giwt  is  linked  to  the  per- 
secution of  protesters  and 
commanity  leaders  in 
Colombia. 

The  charges  levelled  at  BP 
follow  the  corporation’s  in- 
volvement in  one  of  foe 
world’s  lai^est  oilftelds.  in  a 
remote  r^on  of  the  western 
Amason  in  Colombia.  BP 
a 19  per  cent  stake  in  the  Ca- 
sanare  field  and  — along 
with  foe  other  19  companies 
working  there  — must  pay  a- 
“war  tax”  for  protection 
its  pipelines  and 

ingtallatinria. 

But  an  unpublished  paper 
commissioned  by  the  Colom- 
bian government,  and  now 
seen  by  the  Gnardim  and  j 
Labour  MEP  Richard  How- 1 
litt,  alleges  that  the  security  j 
forces  have  been  involved  in  I 
murders,  rape,  torture  and  j 
kidnaps  of  local  people.  I 
Richard  Hdrdltt  yesterday 
said  that  foUoing  two  &cb- 
flnding  vlsts  to  CoUrabia  in 
tbe  last  srear  .he  believed 
there  was  “overwhelming 
evidence”  of  a climate  of  tear 
in  foe  region  that  BP  oper- 
ates. "People  'Who  speak  but 
against  tbe  company  are 
being  persecuted.  I have  six 
tapes  of  evidence.” ' 

Freddy  Puleelo,  spokes- 
man for  the  Union  Syndteal 
Obrera,  Colombli^s  nationad 
workers  union, . yesterday 


told  the  Guardian:  “BP  is  the 
top  foreign  oil  .company  in 
Colombia  and  it  is  also  the 
most  a^ressive. 

“Workers  have  no  ri^ts 
to  organise  and'BP  has 
forcefully  removed  thou- 
sands of  peasants  from’  foe 
Cusiana  r^ion.of.COkmibla, 
which  has  foe  country's  laurg- 
est  oil  reserves.  There  are 
disgraceful  human  rights  vi- 
olations that  have  been 
committed.” 

According  to  Mr  Perea, 
around  loo  iwiiqii  activists 
have  been  killed  in  Colombia 
over  foe  past  decade  while 
trying  to  organise,  workers, 
and  highlight  poor  condi- 
tions they  are  forced  to  en- 
dure. Of  the  20  fbrrign-oil 
companies  .opiating  in  tbe 
country^  BP  is.. the  .only  one 
that  does,  not  allow /workers 
to  form  a imiftn  or  Join  exlst- 
ingonn.  . . 

A spokesman  for  BP  last 
night  deified  -all 
of  human  rights  abuses  lev- 
elled at  the  company.  “We 
need  protection  our 
and  foe  only  people,  we  'can 
^rk  with  are  the  army. 

_'*We  condemn  human 
lights  abuses,  by  the  army, 
poromllitarles.  .guerlL 
las.  BP  is  foe  big^st  inves- 
tor in  Colombia  and  we  are  a 
ta^t  for  certain  groups.” 

■ Chartes  Secrett,  director  of ' 
Friends  of  the  Earth.  ceRM 
on  Sir  David  Simon  to  dis- 
tance himself  folly  from  an 
the  an^atlons  of  homaa 
rights  abuses.  *TJnless  he 
can  maike  a break  from 

tbe.  remotest  sus^Utibn  that-, 
he  has  been  xuuniiig  a com- 
pany that  has  had'  many 
human  righte  allegations 
against  It;,  it  wUl  make 
l/br  Blair’s  whcde  trade  and 
foreign  policy  appear  a 
sham.  It  would  - be  a 
tragedy.” 
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News  in  brief 


Five  on  drug  charge 
amid  armed  security 


TteRoy^^^6.MS 

Special  a member  (tf  the 

Squadr^  the  court  was  told.  Also  before  the 
were  builder  Sean  McEvoy.  aged  31,  from  Toniuav 

SS^^iJSBSSteSSSSi. 

~saaffi«Bgsaas 


Abortion  figures  rise  again 

abortion  figures  continue  to  be  higher  than  normal  eovem- 

Show,  wifli  atortion  charities 
sa^igthe-unpartofthe  1996 Pfll  scare  was  still  having  an 

rigur^  for  Ji^to  September  last  year  show  the  number  of 

mninntinne  In  TJ^^awd  »».<]  • a . 


.441 


to  41,162. 

lliis  poiod  would  have  beai  eight  to  11  months  after  the 

CoDuiu^  on  the  Safety  Medicines  (CSM)  warned  that  newer 
ronns  of  the  contraoeptive  pin  carried  an  inCTnasart  risk  of 
causing  blood  dots. 

Ibe  Briti^  Pr^snancy  Adeisoiry  Service  (BPAS)  said  it  bad 
seen  a continued  increase  In  abmtitxis  over  toe  whole  of 1996 at  it 
own  dinlcs,  with  a rise  (^some  13  per  cent  over  toe  year 
ccMDpared  to  1995.  The  diarity  said  that  even  now  it  was  being 
exulted  by  women  who  had  ston)ed  taking  the  ^ after  toe 
CSM  announcement  — ChrisMihUl 


Police  pay  ex-para  damages 

AFORMERparatrooperJaSedfarsizyearsattoeOldBaileyibr 
conspiracy  to  rob  was  awarded  £100/)00  damages  s^esterday  by  a 
Court  jury  heard  police  h^  fobficated  evidence  and 

tricked  him  into  imfdicatiDg  himself. 

Ramm  Canale  sued  Metropolitan  police  commissioner  Sir  Paul 

Condnn  far  mallcioos  pmawniHivi  anrt  felen  imprLgnnm.»rit-  afh»r 

he  spent  20  months  in  jan  before  beii^  freed  mi  appeal  In 
November  1999. 

Russell  Puheng:  who  was  accused  but  not  omvlcted  of  similar 
charges,  was  awarded  £75,100 by  the  same  jury  for  similar  police 
malpractice.  The  police  were  also  ordered  to  pay  toe  costsof  the 
nmnto-lcm^  bearing,  whirfi  were  asrimatod  at  £300.000 


Firefighters’  strike  off 

TTIB  latest  strike  by  flrdi^ters  involved  in  a long-running 
di^mte  over  spending  cuts  was  called  (fl^yesterday  because  of 
fresh  peace  talks.  Ofiidals  of  the  Fire  Brigades  Chion  were  due  to 
meet  Essex  county  couxxul  leaders  to  seek  a breakthrough  in  a 
bitter  row  over  £1.5  inDiion  worth  efbud^  cuts. 

Around  1,000  imion  members  have  alrea^steged  seven  stxikea 
and  were  due  to  walk  out  again  last  night  But  toe  uniOQ  sus- 
pended the  actimi  after  agreelr^  to  meet  toe  authority  for  talks. 


Room  at  the  inn 

AN  AR^ican  piiest  has  taken  over  as  a pub  landlord — and  win 
soon  be  pulling  pints  azxl  di^)ensing  advice  from  behind  toe  bar. 
The'Rev  Wynford  Thomas,  aged  49.  win  mix  toe  pulpit  and  the 
pub  after  becoming  landlord  at  toe  CwmduTnn  n^  LlandeHo, 
Carmarthenshire,  south  Wales. 

He  insists  there  is  no  emdUetbetween  his  twin  roles. 'TThere  is. 
after  aU,  a kiig  tradition  of  the  clergy  (dforit^  spiritual  and 
physical  r^rt^hm^t  on  toe  same  premises — they  used  to  be 
call^  mmiasteries,**  he  said.  1 suppose  you  could  say  that  a pub 
te  a confessional  with  beer." 


FTedettek  Hayworth:  accused  of  murdering  fbor  p-MMii*n 

Children 
died  in 
‘revenge 
arson 
attack’ 


OaiyYottnge 

A DEEPLY  obsessed 
and  bitter  man 
burned  his.  four 
young  nephews 
and  nieces  to  death 
because  he  hated  their 
mother  for  giving  shelter  to 
his  estranged  wife,  a court 
heard  yesterday. 

Frederick  Heyworth.  aged 
59.  had  poured  petrol  through 
toe  front  door  of  toe  house  of 
his  sister-in-law,  Beverley 
CkKxl,  who  had  given  his  wife 
a home  after  she  left  him.  Ni- 


gel Pascoe  QC,  prosecuting, 
said. 

The  four  children,  aged  be- 
tween six  and  12,  died  in  the 
blaze  at  their  home  in  South- 
ampton, Hampshire,  he  told 
Winchester  crown  court 

‘"tiiere  are  no  sufficient 
words  to  express  tbe  agony  of 
toe  parents  and  tbe  relatives, 
or  indeed  toe  surviving  chil- 
dren,"  said  Mr  Pascoe. 

“The  prosecution  say  this 
was  a premeditated  and  mon- 
strous crime  committed  by  a 
man  deeply  obsessed  and 
deeply  angry  after  the  break- 
up of  his  marri^e.  his  anger 


Police  suspect  murder 
was  contract  killing 


Flu  jab 
reaction  led 
to  man’s 
death  in  days 


Lawrence  Donegwn 


Detectives  in  Glas- 
gow last  night  sought 
to  dampen  fears  of  a 
bouncer  war"  after  the 
vnor  of  a security  firm  was 
loi  dead  in  the  street  near 
s home  in  what  bore  all  the 
aliinarks  of  a contract 
Bing. 

Ralph  Sprott.  whose  com- 
iny  Shield  Security  hired 
It  bouncers  to  clubs  and 
lbs  in  the  city’s  Clydebank 
Id  BoUodi  districts,  was 
lOt  twice  in  the  head  at  point 
ank  range  by  a man  wear- 
ig  a black  motorcycle 
mnet. 

The  gunman  escaped  on  a 
otorrvclu  which  bad  been 
ui^'at  the  crime  scoie  for 
least  two  days. 

Mr  Sprott  aged  34.  was 
eared  at  tbe  High  Court  m 
irdrie  in  February  1995  of 
tempting  to  murder  a for- 
er  business  partner.  Police 
re  investigating  uncon- 
rmed  reports  that  the  vie- 
m's  car  been  set  on  fire 
irce  weeks  ago. 

Neighbours  said  the  dead 


man  had  recently  installed 
dos^  circuit  television  at  his 
home,  less  than  half  a mile 
from  toe  scene  of  toe  shoot- 
ing. 

Yesterday's  killing  is  the 
third  recent  murder  In  a 
square  mile  area  of  Clyde- 
bank, a sprawling  suburb  on 
Gla^ow’s  north  side. 

Superintendent  Iain  Gor- 
don of  Strathclyde  police  said 
he  had  no  reason  to  believe 
that  other  local  residents 
were  in  danger  as  a result  of 
yesterday's  killing.  Detectives 
have  not  ruled  out  that  it  was 
a contract  killing. 

“The  fact  that  the  motor- 
bike had  been  pre-placed  for 
the  g^ipman  adds  weight  to 
riaimg  that  it  could  have  been 
a contract  killing,’'  Mr  Gor- 
don said. 

hfr  Sprott,  who  was  also  a 
part-time  fireman,  was  kDled 
at  a bus  stop  just  after  730am. 

Police  said  a number  of 
people  witnessed  the  shoot- 
ing. A bus  driver  tried  to  stop 
the  gunman,  but  after  a 
strug^e,  be  escaped  and  was 
seen  heading  towards  the  city 
centre  on  a grey-coloured 
motorcycle. 


As  tbe  police  investigation 
got  under  way  it  emerged  that 
Mr  Sprott  who  was  married 
with  two  children,  was  a 
champion  kick-boxer  who 
had  been  cleared,  of  attempt- 
ing to  murder  a nightclub 
owner  by  repeatedly  kicking 
him. 

The  prosecution  at  Mr 
Sprotfs  trial  In  1995  claimed 
be  had  attacked  his  former 
business  partner  after  becom- 
ing involved  in  a row  over 
poaching  bouncers. 

Tbe  coort  was  told  he  had 
used  his  kick-boxing  skills  to 
inflict  injuries  which  were 
stimiiar  to  those  Sustained  in  a 
serious  car  crash.  Mr  Sprott 
claimed  he  had  acted  In  self 
defence  and  was  deared  by 
the  jury  on  a majority 
verdict 

His  fkmily  was  too  upset  to 
speak  1^  night  but  Brimi  Gil- 
a friend  of  toe  victim, 
said:  “He  was  a likeable  big 
guy.  1 am  shocked  that  some- 
thing like  this  could  have 
happened  to  him.” 

An  Incident  room  has  been 
set  up  at  the  scene  of  the 
attack  and  police  appealed  for 
witnesses  to  come  forward. 


Chris  MIhIH 

Medical  Correspondent 


APATHER-of-three  de- 
scribed as  "a  fit  luid  lively 
chap”  died  in  agony  after 
being  given  an  influenza  vac- 
cination, an  inquest  beard 
yesterday. 

Harry  Richardson,  from 
Bury  in  Lancashire,  had  been 
advi^  to  have  toe  injection 
in  October  1992,  but  within 
days  of  being  given  the  Flu 
Virin  vaccine  he  was  taken  to 
hospital  with  paralysis,  tbe 
hearing  in  Bury  was  told. 

According  to  neuropatholo- 
gist Hden  Reed,  the  vaccina- 
tion resulted  In  a swelling 
that  ba^  damaged  toe  spinal 
cord  and  left  Mr  Richardson, 
aged  60.  paralysed. 

Coroner  Barrie  Williams 
recorded  a verdict  of  misad- 
venture. He  said  that  doctors 
should  not  be  put  off  giving 
toe  vaccine  to  those  who 
needed  !L 

But  Mr  Richardson’s  family 
plan  to  take  legal  action 
against  tbe  makers  of  Flu 
Virin,  Surrey-based  Evans 
Medici  toe  firm. 


Paiwnts  of  triplets  defend  right 
to  suiToga<v  and  slam  critics 


Sarah  BoMioy 


;hted  parents  of 
bom  to  a 41- 
i grandmother 
them  as  their 
ther,  said  yester* 
Ics  of  surrogacN’ 
X and  lacked 

Ig. 

Anthony*  Cohn, 
clearly  over- 
ith  happiness 
MW  Fnmily.  WOUlo 

jn  able  to  have 
lout  the  help  of 

he  grandmother 
the  three  boys, 
Icholas  and 
»use  Mrs  Cohn 
itbout  a womb. 

are  genetically 
ler.  conceived  in 
their  eggs  and 


Mr  Cohn,  30,  a paediatric 
surgeon  who  works  in  a Lon- 
don hospital,  said  Ms  K^ps 
motivation  was  purely  'love 
and  selflessness.  The  only 
surrogacy  we  really  know 
about  is  the  one  we  went 
through.  It  was  such  a won- 
derfiil  «q>erience  and  hw 
been  such  a positive  thing.  It 
has  given  us  something  we 
would  never  have  been  able  to 
have  otherwise. 

•T  cannot  find  anything  bad 
to  say  about  it 
have  doubts  should  talk  to 
Anne  Keep.”  U Is  aga^  tte 
law  for  surrogates  to  be  paid, 
although  they  can  receiw  «• 
penses  up  to  about  £10,0W, 
tat  Mr  Cohn  said  they  ought 
to  receive  “decent  remunera- 
tion tor  tbe  har^hip  they 
have  gone  throu^”- 

Mrs  Cohn.  27.  a lecturer, 
added:  "Ifs  un&ir  tor  people 


to  comment  on  moral  grounds 
if  toey  haven’t  gone  through 
it  Anne  is  a person  who  has 
given  so  much.  If  anyone 
looked  at  our  last  year  and  a 
hair,  they  would  see  we  had 
no  qualms.” 

Their  surro^t^  she  said, 
was  “completely  fUU  of  good- 
ness and  love  ...  We  have 
learned  so  much  from  her 
about  glTing  and  about  sdf- 
]qaffppcg_  She  is  a fhntastic 
woman.” 

Tbe  couple  said  yesterday 
that  in  spite  of  Mra  Cohn's 
lack  of  a womb,  they  always 
believed  they  would  somehow 
have  children.  Mr  Cohn  said: 
"This  Is  something  I always 
believed  would  happen,  even 
after  meeting  Julie.  I believed 
some  wonderful  thing  would 
happen  it  bas.” 

Bis  wife  felt  the  same.  'T 
always  said  1 would  have  chil- 


dren, that  some  miracle 
would  happen.  Tm  delighted, 
what  can  1 say?” 

The  couide  said  they  had 
tried  to  keep  their  treatment 
as  secret  as  po^ible.  “Be^ 
a new  Tnntbar  is  damanriing 

enou^  fbr  any  woman  but 
triplets  are  very  unusual,” 
said  Mrs  Cohn.  “Luckily  we 
have  family  support  and  a lot 
of  wemderfUl  friends.” 

The  odds  on  triplets  result- 
ing from  the  treatment  were 
said  to  have  been  looo-l.  Two 
eggs  were  reinoved  tom  Mrs 
Cohn,  fertilised  with  her  hus- 
band's sperm  and  inyOanted 
in  Mrs  Keep’s  womb.  One 
split  into  identical  twins. 
They  were  delivered  three 
montos  prematurely  in  Bir- 
mingham on  March  21  and 
moved  to  the  Royal  Free  hos- 
pital in  Hampstead,  north 
London. 
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A policeman  in  front  of  a honse  in  Southampton  where  foor  children,  aged  between  six  and  12.  burned  to  death  last  May 


being  directed  not  only  to  his 
former  wife  but  her  sister,  the 
mother  of  toe  four  children 
who  died.” 

Heyworth.  from  Southamp- 
ton, denies  the  murder  of 
Ten>'  Good,  12,  his  sisters 
Alison,  10,  and  Nicola,  eight, 
and  their  youngest  brother, 
Patrick,  aged  six. 

He  also  denies  tbe  at- 
tempted murders  of  their 
parents.  Melvin  and  Beverley 
and  their  sister.  Kelly,  who 
was  14  at  toe  time  of  toe  fire 
last  May. 

Heyworth  was  devastated 
by  the  breakdown  of  his  mar- 
riage and  was  left  angry  and 
disgruntled,  said  Pascoe. 

He  added:  "How  can  any 
man,  any  person  do  so  dread- 
ful an  act  as  that?  What  must 
have  been  happening  in  his 
mind?  It  is  a question  the 


prosecution  intend  to 
address.” 

Pascoe  said  Heyworth  bad 
denied  intending  to  either  kill 
or  cause  ^rious  harm  and 
bad  believed  toe  house  was 
empty  and  the  family  on  holi- 
day in  ComwalL  But.  he  said. 
Heyworth  must  have  known 
toe  house  was  occupied  with 
a sleeping  family  — lights 
were  on  upstairs,  Mrs  Good's 
car  was  parked  outside  and 
one  or  perhaps  two  televi- 
sions were  on. 

“It  was  perfectly  clear  that 
house  was  occupied.  A dan- 
gerous and  obsessed  man  had 
set  out  to  kill  anyone  who 
happened  to  be  there."  he 
said. 

Hej'worto  had  married  his 
wife,  Janette,  in  1978  and  toe 
couple  had  two  children  be- 
fore the  marriage  broke  up  in 


January  1995.  He  then  turned 
his  bitterness  towards  her  sis- 
ter who  allowed  Janette  to 
stay  at  her  home  more  than 
once  after  his  wife  left  him. 

In  March.  1995.  he  allegedly 
told  his  wife:  “No  matter  how 
long  It  takes.  I will  get  you 
and  your  sister.” 

But  by  April.  1996.  his  wife 
had  mo^  and  he  had  been 
upset  that  he  did  not  know 
where  she  had  gone. 

On  May  5.  Heyworth,  a free- 
mason, bad  been  dancing  at  a 
masonic  ladies  ni^t  where 
Janette  was  working  as  a 
barmaid. 

When  be  returned  home  his 
feelings  boiled  over  and  he  set 
out  on  his  son's  mountain 
bike  canning  a can  of  petrol 
in  a black  holdall,  the  court 
was  told. 

Kelly,  who  survived  the 


Are.  was  watching  television 
in  bed  when  she  heard  a noise 
like  water  being  poured  and 
saw  the  shape  of  a man  out- 
side the  front  door. 

She  and  her  mother  were 
standing  on  the  Landing  but 
before  Mr  Good  reached  the 
stairs  a ball  of  flame  shot  up 
toe  stairs  towards  them. 

Mr  Good  went  downstairs 
to  look  for  an  extinguisher 
and  toe  rest  of  tbe  family 
went  to  a back  bedroom. 

Mrs  Good  and  Kelly  es- 
caped through  a window  and 
Mr  Good,  unable  to  get  back 
up  tbe  stairs,  left  by  a kitchen 
door. 

“There  is  no  more  distress- 
ing feature  In  this  case  than 
toe  cries  of  Mrs  Good  outside 
the  house  calling  for  'My 
babies.”  saJd  Mr  Pascoe. 

The  trial  continues 


Terry,  Alison  and  Nicola  Good  who  died  when  their  honse  caught  fire.  Their  mother.  Beverley,  escaped  the  blaze 


Mrs  Blair  steps  out  of  Downing  St 
spotlight  to  reappear  as  Booth  QC 


A DOZEN  pairs  of  eyes 
bored  into  her  badk. 
Another  dozen  scruti- 
nised her  profile.  Pens  were 
poised  over  press  note-' 
books.  Wonld  she  lose  the 
thread  of  her  argnment? 
Wonld  the  judges  ask  her  a 
question  she  conldn’t 
answer? 

Bnt  Cherie  Booth,  QC, 
carried  off  her  first  day  In 
conrt  since  becoming  the 
Prime  AGnister’s  wife  with 
aplomb  yesterday.  ’‘I’m 
^d  to  see  yon  are  all  so 
keen  to  learn  about  employ- 
ffiest  law,"  she  joked  to  the 
packed  press  benches  at  the 
Court  of  AppeaL 
She  made  the  trip  from 
Downing  Street  to  the 
Royal  Coarts  of  Jnstice  in  a 
Rover  with  a woman 
driver.  The  car  entered 
ftimiigh  the  gates  of  the 
conrtis  car  park.  largely 
avoiding  photographers. 

Court  guards  had  been 
alerted  that  she  was  on  the 
way,  tat  ttare  were  no  oat- 
ward  mgns  of  extra  security. 

She  arrived  wearing  a 
black  trouser  suit  and  high- 
heeled  ankle  boots,  with  a 
black  and  cream  print 
blouse  wUch  saw  dnty  dur- 
ing tbe  election  campaign. 
When  her  clerk  .bronght 
her  robes  fixim  her  cham- 
bers. she  donned  them  in 
court  rather  than  in  the 
robing  room. 


‘‘This  isn’t  for  report- 
ing.” she  told  the  press 
bench  — thereby  guaran- 
teeing that  it  would  be  — as 
she  stripped  to  ber  blouse, 
put  on  the  false  shirt  firont 
with  tabs,  palled  on  the 
waistcoat  with  sleeves  and 
added  wig  and  gown. 

She  shared  a laugh  with 
three  fellow  QCs  and  four 
Juniors  — all  men  — before 
the  three  Appeal  Court 
judges  troop^  In.  Hacks' 
eyes  glazed  over  as  she 
launched  Into  an  exposition 
of  the  Transfer  of  Under- 
takings (Protection  of  Em- 
ployment) Regulations  — 
TUPE.  Impo^  on  Britain 


by  the  EU.  these  provide 
that  workers’  terms  and 
conditions  cannot  be 
changed  when  a new  em- 
ployer takes  over  a private 
or  public  sector  enterprise. 

Ms  Booth  is  acting  for  St 
Helens  borough  council  in  a 
naae  brou^t  by  teachers 
and  other  employees  at  Red 
Bam  controlled  community 
borne,  a secure  unit  and 
school  for  boys  with  betaa- 
vionraJ  problems.  Tbe  case 
is  expected  to  finish  today, 
with  judgment  reserved. 

The  employees’  terms  and 
conditions-  were  changed 
when  the  school  was  taken 
over  by  the  borougb  conn- 


Ms  Booth  arriving  at  court  yesterday  photograph,  paul  vicente 


cil  from  Lancashire  county 
council.  After  consulta- 
tions, the  employees  were 
formally  dismiss^  by  Lan- 
cashire and  hired  the  next 
day  by  St  Helens,  with  dif- 
ferent terms  because  the 
regime  at  the  school  was 
changed.  Ms  Booth  said. 

They  accepted  toe  terms, 
though  their  remuneration 
package  was  slightly  less, 
and  carried  on  working 
ontil.'a  year  or  more  later, 
their  nninns  claimed  they 
were  covered  by  TUPE. 

Tbe  council  w*on  in  the  in- 
dustrial tribunal,  bnt  the 
l^ployment  Appeal  Tribu- 
nal ruled  that  employees 
could  not  agree  to  changes 
in  their  terms,  even  if  they 
wanted  to. 

Ms  Booth  said  the  effect 
of  the  ruling  was  “momen- 
tous”. It  meant  (bat  the 
terms  and  conditions  under 
the  original  emplo>'ment 
would  be  “ossified", 
r^ardless  of  the  employ- 
er’s or  employee's  wishes. 
Such  a result  was  contrary 
to  common  sense,  as  well  as 
English  and  European  law. 

A specialist  in  public  and 
emplQ^Tnent  Law,  Ms  Booth 
did  her  job  without  attract- 
ing inordinate  media  atten- 
tion while  Tony  Blair  was 
opposition  leader.  Now  she 
is  bound  to  be  a press  target 
wherever  she  goes  — at 
least  initially. 
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Owen  Bowcott  on  a demographic  timebomb 


England’s  single 
households  boom 


The  are  be- 

coming ever  .more 
solitary  and  Inde- 
pendent, according 
to  the  latest  housing 
survey  which  reveals  neai^  a 
threefold  increase  in  sin^ 
people  buying  their  homes. 

The  number  of  those  who 
live  alone  in  their  own  flat  or 
house  has  risen  &rom  370,000 
in  the  late  1970s  to  at  least  1 
muiion  today. 

The  rapid  growth  in  i^ngle 
home  owner^p,  recorded  by 
Oie  third  report  of  the  Survey 
<^Ei%Us1i  Rousing  this  week, 
represents  one  of  the  fastest- 
growing  sectors  of  the 
market 

The  phangB  is  believed  to  be 
due  to  higher  divmxe  rates, 
the  d<v!iina  in  extended  fiun- 
illes,  the  later  age  at  which 

couples  get  married  and 
growing  affluence  allowing 
Individuals  to  afford  their 
own  homes. 

The  increase  in  the  number 
of  openly  gay  and  lesbian  In- 
dividuals may  also  be  having 
a margizial  impact 
Most  of  the  increase  has 
been  among  those  in  their 
late  twenties  thirties. 
Last  year  there  were  more 
than  six  times  as  many 
owner-occupiers  who  had 
never  mairied.  were  not  co- 
habiting and  aged  under  45 
compared  to  1977/78,  when 
such  figures  were  first 
collected. 
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Alan  Holmans,  formerly  at 
the  Department  of  the  Eovt- 
ronment  triio  researched  the 
report’s  section  on  single 
households,  said  yesterday; 
"The  she^  number  of  sli^le 
men.  and  to  a lessor. extent 
women,  is  behind  the 
changes.  In  parts  of  the 
country  where  house  prices 
are  lower,  there  are  more 
owning  and  fiswer  renting. 

“The  rise  in  real  incomes 
has  certainly  contributed  to 
the  growth.  Over  the  Jong 
term  incomes  have  risen 
higher  than  house  prices.  The 
numbers  are  likely  to  con- 
tinue increasing  unless  there 
la  an  abrupt  ehangw  to  mar- 
riage rates.” 

Since  1971.  the  total  number 


Since  1971, 
the  total 
number  of 
households 
In  England  has 
grown  from 
almost  16 
million  to  an 
estimated 
20.5  million 

a£  households  in*Sngland 
eiqianded  from  nearty  16  mfl- 
Uon  to  an  estimated  20J  mfl- 
Itonthisyear. 

If  trends  conttnoe,  the  gov- 
ernment expects  foat  4.4  mil- 
lion households  will  have 
formed  between  1991  and  2016. 

The  latest  survey,  based  on 
interviews  In  20,000  private 
households,  did!,  however, 
reveal  one  sector  In  decline. 
Young  people  appear  to  be 
leaving  home  later.  Among 
men  bom  between  1940  and 
1954, 73  per  cent  h^  left  their 
parents*  home  by  the  age  of 
25.  Of  those  bom  between 
1965  and  1969,  however,  only 

61  per  cent  had  moved  out  hy 


The  higher  cost  of  renting 


in  the  private  sector  and  of 
buying  may  be  proving  a de- 
terrent ”lf  there’s  an  in- 
creased  tendency  for  young 
people  to  stay  with  their 
parents,**  suggested  Andrew 
Marsh,  of  the  Chartered  Insti- 
tote  at  Housing,  “that  may 
mean  that  foe  govemm^f s 
estimates  are  exaggerated. 
With  hi^er  prices  people  are 
fiywiing  xt  harder  to  get  on  to 
the  property  ladder,  so  that  is 
begfoing  to  place  more  pres- 
sure on  the  rental  maricet** 

Overall  owner  occupancy 
has  been  Increasingly 
steadily  the  Cooserva- 
tive  govenunent  introdnced 
ri^it  to  buy  legialatioQ  cover- 
ing council  homes. 

In  the  United  gyg 

per  cent  of  homes  are  now 
owner-occupied  — a percent- 
age exceeded  elsewhere  in 
Europe  only  by  Greece,  Ire- 
land arid  Spein. 

The  Department  of  Qie  £n- 
Tixomnmit  believes  there  are 
around  90Q.Q0Q  empty  bouses 
in  firiteiD,  the 
charity  Shelter  esthnates  that 
there  are  350,000  homeless 
people  in  Enidand.  *T[he  delay 
tn  undte^2Ss  leaving  hnm«» 
may  partly  be  due  to  cots  In 
housing  benefits  affecting 
younger  stu^  paoj^e  which 
were  introduced  last  year,”  a 
Shelter  spokeswoman  added. 

The  lateet  survey  also 
diowed  that  200,000  house- 
bc8ds  todk  in  lodgers. 


‘I  used  to  have  a flat  but  I 
sold  it  after  a year,  trading 
up.  For  the  time  being  I’m 
epjo^ng  being  on  my  own’ 


WILLIAM  Townshend 
wanted  a home  of  Us 
own  after  he  grew  tired  of 
sharing  with  a bonse  ftill  of 
coll^  pals,  writes  Owen 
Bowcott. 

yonr  late  20s  yon  are 
worUng  hard  and  yon  want 
your  own  personal  space.  I 
have  been  through  sharing 
with  other  people.  1 always 
Intended  to  be  over  30  when 
1 married  and  had  kids. 
Now  most  of  the  girls  1 
know  are  doing  the  same 
thing  _ so  that  ties  in  with 


iws-"  fT<t  la  agpwi  99  and  la  an 
estate  agent  in  Islington, 
north  London.  His  choice 
typifies  many  of  the  trends 
which  have  led  to  a sharp 
increase  tn  the  number  at 
people  living  alone  in  com- 
fortable semi-isolation. 

Of  owner  oceoidcars  Uvxttg 
alone,  aboat  70  per  cent 
have  houses  rather  than 
flats.  Mr  Townshend, 
whose  glrUkiend  lives  out- 
side London,  has  just 
bought  a smalL  three  bed- 
room house  Bong’s 


Cross  for  £140,000.  "I  imed 
to  have  a flat  but  I sold  It 
after  a year,  trading  up- 
wards. The  plan  Is  that  mie 
day  I win  be  married  and 
li^ng  ootslde  London.  But 
for  the  time  being  Tm  en- 
joying being  on  my  own. 

**Ont  of  my  old  Mends 
from  ooZUee,  it  seems  a lot 
of  the  girls  bandit  their 
own  places  very  quickly 
and  often  the  men  ate  rent- 
ing from  them.  I was  28  be- 
fore 1 got  a place  of  my 
own.** 

Letting  out  a bedroom  to 
a friend  to  cover  part  (ff  the 
mortgage,  in  the  early 
years  of  repayments  or 
when  ♦i'meB  are  hard,  is  a 
common  way  for  single 
owner  occupiers  to  in- 
crease their  ptoLTchasing 
power  before  they  cohahit. 


When  interest  rates  are 
relatively  low,  the  differ- 
ence between  renting  and 
repaying  a mortgage  is 
slight  says  Hr  Townshend, 
vAo  works  for  the  London 
estate  agents.  Wink- 
worth's. 

**We  are  still  getting  a lot 
of  people  looking  fbr  rented 
honses  becanse  people  have 
to  remain  mobile  for  the 
labour  market.  I thou^t 
rental  properties  would 
noee-dlve  but  i^s  just  as 
strong.  There  hasn't  been 
the  same  silly  rise  in  val- 
ues” ta&Sn  house  sales]. 

Bis  experience  may  be  in- 
creasingly representative 
of  his  gyiwyatlftTi  In 
where  54  per  cent  of  the 
population  under  40  Is  now 
claaslfled  by  the  govern- 
ment as  owner  occupiers. 


wniiawi  TnwTBghmd  and  Us  King’s  Cross  house:  'It’s  the  freedom  to  enjoy  theprime  of  your  life*  photograph  UARTwafioua 


Nocturnal  squealm  lead 
to  new  species  of  bcrt 


Tim  Radford 
Science  Editor 


Scientists  have  dis- 
covered a new  British 
mammal — a piplstzelle, 
or  bat 

The  discovery  — raaatxei 
in  Nature  yesterday  ~ l^ves 
the  sdentiste  in  shock.  Where 
there  was  one  European  pip- 
istrelle. there  are  now  two: 
they  look  exactly  aliJte,  foey 
live  side  hy  side,  hut  they  are 
genetically  different  and  only 
another  hat  could  tell  which 
is  which. 

At  least  2 million  pipis- 
trelles haunt  the  gardens  and 
churchyards  of  Britain,  tak- 
ing Insects  on  the  wing  at 
dusk  and  for  into  the  night 
before  returning  to  hang  up- 
side down  in  a friendly  helTry. 
Nobody  paid  much  attention 
until  Gareth  Jones  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Bristol  noticed  In 
1993  that  bats  seemed  to 
squeak  in  different  voices. 

Pipistrelles  cruise  after 
dark,  and  are  as  hiin^  as  a 
bat.  They  use  their  squeak  as 
radar  to  get  their  bearings, 
and  to  recognise  other  bats. 
One  group  uses  ecbolocation 
and  courting  frequencies  of  45 


A pipistrelle — identical  hat 
different 

kSohettz,  foe  ofoer  55  kilo- 
hertz. Each  bat  group  mates 
accotding  to  its  squeak. 

Elizabeth  Barratt  td*  foe 
Zoological  Society  of  London 
and  Dr  Jones  and  colleagues 
in  Aberdeen  and  Los  Angeles 
then  studied  the  DNA  finger- 
prints of  bats  to  discern  what 
lay  b^ilnd  the  difference.  It 
emerged  that  Britain  — and 
Europe  — has  two  species  of 
piplstrefle. 


Though  identical,  the 
species  are  divided  hy  5 to  10 
million  years  of  separate  evo- 
lution. *lt  is  astooislting  to 
discover  a new  British  mam- 
mal In  1997.**  said  Morris  Gos- 
ling. director  of  the  Zoological 
Society. 

A perplexing  problem 
remains.  Wbieb  one  is  Pipis> 
trellus  pipstnUu^  To  solve 
that,  researchers  will  have  to 
go  to  the  oiiglzial  stuffed  or 
dried  specimen  identified  as 
Pipistr^us  pifotnUus  tn  foe 
Natural  History  Museum  and 
get  DNA  frcnn  it.  if  they  can. 
And  what  are  tiu^  then  going 
to  call  the  sewly-dlsoovered 
spiles? 

“I  have  no  idea  what  they 
are  going  to  call  It,”  said 
Peter  Gotgreave  of  London 
Zoa  Nor  could  he  exidain 
why  a species  should  separate 
in  such  a cryptic  fashion. 

‘The  bat  people  have  mea- 
sured everything  you  can 
think  of  measuring,  they  have 
weighed  everything  you  can 
think  of  wei^iing.  and  they 
can't  tell  foe  dififerencfr  The 
process  by  which  tins  hap- 
pens is  one  of  the  really  fasci- 
nating about  evolutioiuuy  bi- 
ology, h is  what  most  of  us  get 
up  for  In  the  mornings." 


Sweeps  blacked 
out  by  Blue  Peter 


An*«wCidr 
Wedin  Carreapcndawt 


Blue  peter,  one  or  the 
BBC's  longed  running 
children's  programmes, 
was  accused  yesterday  ^ fall- 
ing victim  to  the  excesses  of 
political  con  ectuess. 

Organisers  of  foe  Sweep 
fhstiHl,  in  Rochester,  Kent, 
yesbsday  criticised  the  pro- 
gramme for  TTiairing  a racial 
issue  out  of  an.  tnnoopnt  his- 
torical event 

Blue  Peter,  renowned 
throu^out  ite  38-y^  history 
for  its  wholesome  image,  de- 
cided to  drop  an  item  aa  the 
ftstiv^  after  discovering  par- 
ticipating children  blacked 
their  facea  to  look  like  chim- 
ney sweeps  before  taking  to 
foe  streets  with,  morris  dan- 
oera.  The  ancient  tradition 
was  described  by  Charles 
Dickens  in  his  first  nov^ 
Sketches  by  Boz. 

Tmy  Stalker,  cf  Wmnscott, 
Sent,  a festival  supporter, 
said:  ‘Tt.is  political  correct- 
ness  gone  . . . everyone 
knows  sweeps*  blad  faces 
just  represent  soot 

"But  anyway,  there  weren't 
just  black  faces.  There  were 


green,  blue,  lots  of  different 
colours.  Blue  Peter  should  not 
read  things  into  soman^mg 
ttet  is  not  there.” 

Mr  Stalker  said:  ‘There 
were  pei^le  from  a nmge  of 
efonic  groups  watdiiDg  the 
event  and  none  complained 
that  they  felt  racially 
offiepded.” 

But  Oliver  Macfarlane. 
Blue  Peter’s  editor,  who  took 
the  decision  not  to  film  the 
bank  holiday  event  said  foe 
dilldcen's  faces  were  not  just 
covered  with  soot  or  dirt  but 
fully  Uaefaed  up. 

He  asked  foe  organisers  for 
permissioo  to  fihn  another 
group  of  children  morris 
rfawpfag,  but  it  was  refused. 

"1  wes  concerned  that 
showing  people  on  television 
with  Eutificially  blacked  faces 
mi^t  he  misiffiderstood  and 
cause  offence.  I am  sorry  foe 
jiot  to  riiwi  disap- 
pointed foe  cluldcen.” 
Rochester  and  Medway 
council  expres^  disappoint- 
xaent  at  the  decision. 

The  event  was  covered  by 
other  crews,  who  had  no  res- 
ervations about  coming.  The 
BBC  team  missed  a the  rough- 
ly enjoyable  day,"  said 
spokeswoman  Liz  Dickens. 


Teacher  sporting  red 
rose  for  Labour  sacked 


John  Carvel 

Education  EdRor 


A TEACHER  has  been 
sa^ed  by  a west  Lon- 
don language  college 
for  upsetting -foe  Conserva- 
tive^upporting  director  by 
wearing  a red  rose  in  support 
of  Tony  Blair  on  polling  day 
last  Thursday. 

John  36ed  27. 

said  he  was  dismissed  fois 
week  from  the  Tomo  ConuuK- 
nJeatioos  school  in  Acton, 
where  be  bad  been  teach!^ 
EngUsb  to  Japanese  students 
preparing  for  voluntary  work 
with  charities  in  Britain. 

'The  director  frequently 
made  ri^otwlng  jokes,  and  foe 
staff  did  their  best  to  ignore 
them.  When  I responded  wjfo 
a silent  political  statement  of 
my  own,  I got  the  boot" 

He  was  warned  by  col- 
leagues of  his  likely  dismissal 
and  secretly  recorded  the 
meeting  on  Tuesday  when 
David  Price,  the  director, 
vrifodrew  Ms  contract  Ac- 
cording  to  foe  tape.  Mr  Price 
said  foe  red  rose  incident 
“Sntebed  vfoat  has  been 
going  on  tte' a long  time”. 

Mr  Price,  who  runs  the 


John  O’Connor  . . . 
hilent  political  statement’ 

British  subsidiary  of  the 
Japan-based  language  teach- 
ing company,  yesterday  ad- 
mitted seeing  red  when  foe 
teacher  came  to  work  wear- 
ing foe  Labour  symboL  He 
said  Mr  O'Connor  Incited  an- 
other member  of  staff  to  wear 
a red  dress. 

"He  swaggered  into  my 
offlee  that  morning  lo  feet  off 
the  ground,  knowing  that  it 
would  provoke  me,  given  his 


political  views  an4  mine.  .1 
don’t  care  what  pet^le  wear 
In  my  school." 

His  Conservative,  sympa- 
thies were  known.  “I 
foought  here  1 am  paying 
this  person  to  work  for  me 
and  he  is  belfttUng  me.  If  that 
was  not  for  prbvocatic^  wl^ 
did  he  tell  another  teaeto  to 
wear  red?  As  loi^  as  she 
doesn't  come  in  jeans  with 
htf  bum  hanglDg  out,  1 don't, 
mind,  but  he  told  her  that  on 
the  day  b^ore  foe  election.'* 

Mr  Price  said  he  was  going 
to  dismiss  Mr  O’Connor  any- 
way because  he  was  not  suit- 
able for  the  new  courses  the 
college  would  be  teaching.  He 
had  discussed,  his  removal 
with  the  director  of  studies  a 

week  befme  polling  dEv.  - 

But  be  admitted  that  the 
teacher  would  still  have  a job 
If  he  had  not  so  provocatively 
declared  his  political  sympa- 
thies. "What  that  made  me  do 
was  place. an  advertisement 
{to  replace  Mr  O’Connor] 
sooner  rather  than  later.” 

Mr  O’Connor  said:  "J  did 
not  sviragger  Into  thS'  direc-' 
tor's  office.  2 walked  in.  nor- 
mally. I did  not  know  it  was  a 
sackable  oBbnoe  tp  wear  a red 
rose  on  polling  day.**' 


Dan  Glaister  reports  from  Cannes 


Jacko  stops  to  conquer  fans  and  mug  up  on  France 


He  did  not  look  like 
a normal  shopper, 
even  by  the  exag- 
gerated standards 
of  Cannes.  But  jresterday, 
clad  in  a blade  robe  stretch- 
ing from  head  to  foot,  a red 
veU  witii  a gold  chain  flung 
across  his  face  and  wearing 
sunglasses,  Miclmel  Jack- 
son,  flitber,  Eive  of  Fop  and 
now  movie  personage, 
popped  into  a book  shop  to 
pick  op  a little  light 
reafong. 

The  day  before  it  bad 
been  Demi  Moore,  nipping 
down  to  Gucci  for  some  last 
minute  ipnrchases  before 
the  big  n^t  out  to  see  her 
hubby's  new  film,  the  festi- 
val opener  The  Fifth 
Element.  Moore  attracted 
SOO . spectators  for  her 
qvee,  but  Jackson’s  was 
much  more  low  key. 

He  was  only  spotted  as  he 
left  the  tiny  newsagents- 
ctun-book  store  on  the  Crol- 
sette  to  get  into  his  vetticle. 


Then  be  sat  there,  as  a mys- 
tified and  excited  crowd 
gathered  around  foe  people 
carrier,  peering  in  throuedi 
the  tinted  windows.  After 
several  minutes  to 

fans  throng  the  windows, 
foe  vehicle  slowly  mov^ 
Oft 

Bat  what  had  he  been 
doing?  Can  it  be  true  that 
all  the  really,  really  Eamoiis 
want  to  do  is  shop  like  the 
rest  of  us?  ihe  shop  assis- 
tant was  in  a state  of  mild 
shock.  "He  bought  some 
books,  one  about  the  Loire, 
one  about  the  cote  d' Azure 
and  one  about  chateaux,” 
said  foe  assistant  as  she 
served  foe  customers  who 
had  presumably  been  wait- 
ing in  line  behind  Jackson. 

ChateauaC?  It  could  only 
mean  one  thing:  Jackson  is 
looking  to  buy  a property 
in  France.  Wbat  ^eet  *v>i« 
startling  news  may -have  on 
foe  French  property  mar- 
ket remains  to  be  seen,  but 


Jackson  was  known  to  be 
casUe-hanting  in  Scotianfl 
last  year. 

His  appearance  in  the 
middle  of  Cennes,  alfoougfa 
impronuita.  is  Just  the  sort 
of  glamour  the  festival 
needs. 

Ever  since  the  azrival  of 
Madonna  in  1991,  the  festi- 
val has  been  looking  for  an- 
other star  to  provide  a 
major  event. 

The  arrival  of  fos  spice 
GIxis  tomorrow  could  be 
tiiat  event,  bat  for  the  mo- 
ment the  biggest  buzz  of  the 
festival  surrounds  Jackson. 

His  39  minute  fiitn, 
Ghosts,  opmiedlastni^t  at 
a stazty  ceremony  at  the 
Falals. 

The  film  is  showing  out  of 
competition  in  the  festival. 
flwd  is  foe  first  part  of  a 
nud<w  attenfot  by  Jackson 
to  re-launch  hte  career.  The 
fliiM  la  followed  by  a new 
album  and  a tour  sum- 
mer, which  Is  where  the 


French  ebatean  could  conm 

tn  handy. 

Ghosts  was  originally 
wiaiwigd  in  1993.  Zb  the 
fflijn,  which  was  originally 
scripted  ^ Stephen  King, 
Jackson  plays  foe  Blaeetro. 
the  occiqpant  of  a large 
■wia^girm  ootslde  a small 
town. 

The  townspeople  march 
up  to  the  mansion  to  con- 
front tJte  Maestro:  he  h» 
been'  entertaining  their 
children  and  they  are  con- 
cerned. The  showdown 
gives  Jackson  much  oppor- 
tunlcy  to  show  what  a fine 
thing  entertainment  Is. 

It  also  gives  the  director, 
Stan  Winston,  much  oppor- 
tunlty  to  show  what  a fine 
thing  Qieclal  effects  are.  He 
has-  described  the  flint  as 
"Jackson's  newest 
ThriUer”. 

The  film  has  already  had 
some  screenings  In  the  U5. 
and  will  be  ralrased  Inter- 
nationally later  this  year. 


Jackson,  in  Cannes  to  promote  his  new  film  imn^ 
fans  from  his  hotel  suite  PHOreofUPH;REMYDELAMAUVINIERE 


Nil  By  Mouth  Oldham  biares 
family's  alcoholic  soul 


British  actor  Gary  Old- 
man revealed  the  brutal 
r^ty  of  his  childhood  yes- 
terday when  he  spoke  openlv 
shsat  his  directorial  dfom, 

™ aemi-autobiographical  Nil 

ByMbutb. 

The  aim.  which  he  wrote,  Is 

a terrowii^  study  of  a family 
living  in  a tower  block  in  Ber- 
?KKK^,  south  London,  dom- 
by  a violent,  alcoholic 

tt  ^ together  by  a net- 
jwk  of  women  described  by 
Oldham  as  “heroic”.  ^ 
"I  grew  up  in  that  neirii- 
bourhood.’’  said  Oldham, 
^here  s lots  of  me  in  the  char- 
Mters.  Some  of  it  1 couldn't 
put  In  the  movie.  Some  of  it  I 
teoked  at  and  thnnght  *oo*  ” 

In  one  scene  the  father  as- 
Mults  the  mother,  canaif^p 
her  to  miscarry  — butfoe 
real  Story  was  worse.  'That 
scene  was  taken  from  a soe- 
clflc  event  that  happened^ 
™y  family.  But  in  real  life 
When  he  beat  her  up  be  hit 


with  a steel  toe<i\M 
^ and  then.trled  to4ro 
her.*' 

Oldman  said  his  fexnily  v 
^offended  by  the  portn: 
of  them  in  the  nira,  "Whs 
wrote,  I wrote  with  disc 
tlon.  I smoothed  the  ed| 
and  disguised  It  enoui 
TJejfve  seen  the  film  s 
foeyre  veiy  moved  by  It 
nope  1 have  not 
them  but  have  served  ih 
with  discretion.  I dmrt  p 
ronme  those  people  a 
there  s no  seutimentalfty.” 

• Oldman  said  be  was  mm 

to  write  the  film  as  of  ] 

own  recovery  firom  afoota 
JfS:  *1%^  is.verymud 
3^  the  sin*  of 
wsiW  on  the  son.  The  bar 
tiw  film  is  foe  san^.  l 
where  my  father  sat  and -< 
stroyed  his  liver.  The  rtwv 
fo  the  film  is  sitting  dc 
drinking  whisky  chtmtu 
9.W  in  the  morning..  .TttB 
what  alcohoUes  do m 
attractlva,- he.  joked. 
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Cook  sets  terms  for  EU  treaty  deal 


ten  Black  on  British  optimism 
tnat  its  goals  can  be  achieved  in 
time  for  the  Amsterdam  summit 


Britain  is  working 
for  a successful 
conclusion  to  the 
inter-goyernmen- 
tal  confhrence  on 
ftirther  European  Union  inte- 
gration and  hopes  to  be  aUe 
to  sign  a new  treaty  at  next 
month's  Amsterdam  summit 
on  the  basis  of  three  strategic 
goals. 

The  Foreign  Secretary, 
Rohm  Cook,  says  a deal  Is 
possible  if  Britain  secure 
a pennanent  o^-out  fh>m 
plans  to  abolish  natinnqi  bor- 
der controls,  rebuff  French 
and  German  integratlonist 
defence  plans,  and  end  dam- 


aging <luota-hopplng  on  fish 
catches. 

As  Tony  Blair  and  Mr  Cook 
meet  the  Dutdi  prime  minis- 
ter, Wim  Kok.  and  foreign 
minister,  Bans  van  Mierto,  in 
1/mdoD  today,  the  signs  are 
that  the  Netherlands'  EU 
presidency  is  now  reconciled 
to  the  border  control  excep- 
tl(Hi  for  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Mr  Cook,  making  what  be 
calls  '*a  fresh  start  with  a foir 
wind”,  has  been  hammering 
home  the  border  point  at 
every  opportunity  since  as- 
suming cdBce  last  Friday,  In- 
cluding on  trips  to  Paris  and 
Bonn  on  Wedn^day. 


Be  appears  poised  to  daim 
credit  for  what  looks  increas- 
ingly like  a done  deal  — one 
incorporating  into  a new  EU 
treaty  the  Schengen  agree- 
ment. which  provides  for  the 
abolitioa  oS  naHonai  border 
controls  but  c^rs  a legal 
basis  for  pennanent  British 
and  Irish  opt-outs. 

Labour  says  it  will  “look 
construcdvely"  at  improving 
cooperation  in  related  areas 
such  as  crime,  terrorism  and 
illegal  immigration,  but 
wants  the  co-operation  to  eca- 
tinue  to  be  between  govern- 
ments, not  involving  the 
European  Commission. 

Su^  an  outcome  would 
also  allow  Mr  to  meet 
his  own  criterion  of  present* 
Ing  deals  In  Europe — such  as 
M^day*8  annotmrtmf^nt  fhat 

the  government  win  opt  in  to 
the  social  chapter  on  workers* 


Relief  at  Labour  triumph 
starts  to  melt  Europe’s  ice 


Blair’s  government 
will  give  impetus  to 
the  development  of  a 
mors  socraify  aware 

EU.elohn  Mmerin 

Brussels  reports 

The  elecdoa  oi  a Labour 
govenunent  fans  already 
begun  to  melt  the  ideo- 
logical pack  Ice  wtakh  froze 
Britain's  relations  with  the 
rest  of  the  European  Union 
for  so  long. 

In  Brussels  and  other  EU 
capitals  there  is  an  almost 
palpable  sense  of  the  new 
po^bllities  opening  up 'for 
a union  which  may  em- 
brace 30  or  more  member 
states  In  the  next  10  years. 

It  is  difficnlt  to  overstate 
the  sense  of  relief  wldi 
which  the  rest  of  the  £U  has 
greeted  the  departure  of  the 
Conservatives.  Individual 
Tory  ministers  — notably 
Kenneth  Clarke  ~ won 
respect  from  their  EU  col- 
leagues. but  many  were  dis- 
missed as  cyphers  for  a pet- 
ulant. arrogant  and 
ultimately  im^ent  little 
EwfdawH  ziationallsm. 

No  single  Incident  eicem- 
plified  the  dismay  folt  In 
the  rest  of  the  EU  at  the  ex- 
tremes of  British  policy 
towards  Europe  more  than 
the  BSE  “beef  war”.  This 
was  when  patience  ran  out 
with  British  obstruction- 
ism, petty-mlndedness  and 
sheer  ioablUty  to  grasp  the 
broader  picture. 

The  advent  of  Labour 
Britain  means  that  for  the 
first  time  there  wiU  be  a 
majority  of  social  demo- 
cratic eovemments  In  the 
Council  of  Ministers  in 
Brussels.  This  should  pro- 
vide new  Impetus  to  the 
development  of  a more 
socially  and  environmen- 
tally aware,  and  citizen-ori- 
ented. EU 

1*here  is  a sense  through- 
out the  union  that  the  pol- 
icy pendulum  has  swung  as 
far  as  it  safely  should 
towards  deregulation,  de- 
control. downsiziDg  and  the 


other  orthodoxies  of  frree- 
markftt  MhoinUam 
This  is  a political  instinct 
which  Labour  ministers 
may  find  they  share  as 
readily  with  French  neo- 
Gaollists  and  German 
Christian  Democrats  as 
with  their  social  democrat 
colleagues.  Whether  or  not 
Britain  joins  the  stngle  cur- 
rency In  the  1999  first 
wave,  the  Government  win 
be  drawn  into  a new  debate 
about  the  wider  manage- 
ment of  European 
policy,  im-indhtg  growth, 
employment,  and  a shut  of 
taxation  fbom  labour  to 
capital,  and  *tie  protection 
of  the  envlronmenL 
Labour's  agreement  in 
principle  to  a modest 
reform  of  the  EU  deciskm- 


The  Government 
will  be  drawn  into  a 
debate  about  the 
wider  management 
of  European 
economic  policy 


greater  majority  voting  and 
less  use  of  the  national  veto 
— win  ensure  it  a sympa- 
thetic hearing  In  other  EU 
c^ttala  on  issues  where  it 
wants  support. 

German  governments 
share  many  of  Labour’s  as- 
pirations for  a more 
humane  and  democratic  in- 
ternational order.  As  Brit- 
ain h^ins  to  experiment 
with  a more  decentralised 
domestic  system  of  govern- 
ment, it  has  much  to  learn 
from  Germany. 

Of  all  EU  countries,  per- 
haps France  has  the  best 
understanding  of  British 
history.  Both  countries 
bring  formidable  foreign 
policy  as  well  as  military 
experience  and  resources  to 
the  EU.  In  theory  this 
should  make  it  easier  for 
London  and  Paris  to  ^ree  a 
common  stance  on  the  new 
European  security  order. 

Labour's  lingering  Atlan- 


ticism may  he  an  impedi- 
ment here,  however.  What- 
ever its  reservations, 
Washington  accepts  that  a 
European  defence  identity 
is  emergtng.  And  although 
France  Germany  seem 
ready  to  scale-down  their 
ambitious  timetable  for  a 
frill  ED  defence  union,  the 
Government  must  under- 
stand that  this  is  Just  a 
ouestlon  of  time. 

For  all  the  genuine 
warmth  with  which 
labour’s  first  ministerial 
visitors  have  been  greeted 
by  the  rest  of  the  ED.  there 
are  fow  illusions  about  the 
extent  of  the  Government's 
readiuess  to  recast  Brit- 
ain's strategy  In  the  inter- 
govemmental  conference 
negotiations  for  a new 
treaty.  The  reluctance  of 
Labour's  leaders  to  chal- 
lenge some  xentqjihoblc  as- 
pects of  Tory  ED  policy  has 
been  noted  with  concern. 

This  could  «mk<»  for  dlffi- 
coUies  In  agreeing  a new 
treaty  at  the  Amsterdam 
summit  next  month.  Wher- 
ever possible,  the  other 
member  states  will  try  to 
find  compromises  with 
Britain.  They  are  willing  to 
let  Britain  (and  Ireland) 
keep  their  own  national 
border  controls  when  the 
rest  of  the  ED  introduces  a 
frontier-frree  area  of  “free- 
dom, security  and  Justice”. 

But  In  return  for  a fron- 
tiers opt-out,  Tony  Blair 
will  be  expected  to  agree 
that  the  ED  should  take  res- 
ponsibility for  emmmon  pol- 
on  external  borders,  im- 
migration and  asylum 
policy,  lliis  must  involve 
some  use  of  majority  voting 
and  some  involvement  of 
the  European  Court  of  Jus- 
tice, Parliament  and 
Commission. 

The  British  debate  about 
Europe  has  fi>r  too  long 
been  shaped  by  mytte  of 
threats  to  “national  iden- 
tity” and  fr^oms.  Civil 
society  ~ rather  than  busi- 
ness or  diplomacy  — will 
become  the  leadfrig  force 
for  closer  union  as  the  next 
riiapters  in  tiie  European 
story  unfold.  Labour's  suc- 
cess in  Europe  will  depend 


Raids  bring  most  feared 
Mafia  cian  to  its  knees’ 


John  Hooper  bi  Romo 


ITALIAN  investigators 
claim  to  have  foiled  an  at- 
1 tempt  to  relaunch  Sicily's 
iHinp,  and  most  pitilessly 
olent  Cosa  Nostra  "fem- 
the  Corlconesl. 

It  was  announced  yesterday 
at  the  police  netted  li  mem- 
rs  and  associates  of  the 
oup  in  a secret  operation  on 
on&iy.  Among  those  ar- 
sted  was  Mario  Grizzafil.  a 
phew  of  Salvatore  RUna. 
e '.‘boss  of  bosses"  whose 
plurc  four  years  ago 
srked  the  Start  of  the  Cor- 
mesi's  decline. 

Mr  tirizsaRi,  aged  31,  was 
id  to  have  taken  part  in  a 
ries  of  underworld  "sum* 
If.*;"  after  his  uncle's  deten- 
Hi.  RUna's  21-yuarold  son 
ovamil  is  also  thought  to 
xc  attended  several  of  the 
:?i^ing5.  But  the  police  said 
r OrizzaOl  was  the  more 
nior  of  the  two.  implying 
III  but  for  this  week's  opera- 
.11  ho  could  have  emerged  ^ 
L-  new  leader  of  Sicily  s 
feared  criminal  clan, 
the  mafiosi  of  Corleone,^ 
ncultural  town  near  ra- 
•nw.  began  their  rise  to  the 
1 cif  Cos.a  Nostra  after  a fiw 
;ir  ■•civU  war”  that  began  in 
Sg  and  claimed  more  than 
1 vtctimji.  It  wass  this  no^ 
■ir  stnigglo  which  providw 
' inspiration  for  episodes  m 
u io  Puzo's  novel  The  God- 
hor.  which  was  later  used 


as  the  basis  for  Francis  Ford 
Coppola's  films  of  the  same 
name. 

The  Corleonesi  went  on  to 
takB  over  Palermo,  the  Sicil- 
ian Mafia's  power  base,  in  an- 
other round  of  butchery  in 
the  early  1980s. 

Their  spell  of  dominance 
was  characterised  by  con- 
tempt for  the  rules  which 
(mce  gave  Cosa  Nostra  an  air 
shady  dignity,  and  by  a 


The  last  leader  at 
large  is  known  as  . 
‘the  Tractor’ after 
his  propensity  for 
mowing  down 
anyone  in  his  way 


mistaken  belief  that  they 
could  taka  on  the  Italian  state 
and  win.  Riina  ordered  a su^ 
cession  (tf  assassinations  of 
ittaftinp  public  figures,  culmi- 
nating in  1992  in  the  murder 
of  judges  Giovanni  Falcone 
and  Paolo  Borsellino.  ap- 
pointed to  bring  the  Mafia  to 

then  the  Corleonesi 
has  fiiUen  on  hard  timffi: 
Riina  was  betrayed 
driven  two  of  his  ftigltive 
lieutenants.  Leoluca  Bagar- 
^]][a  and  Giovanni  Brusca 
were  picked  up  in  1995  and 


1996  respectively;  his  sod  is 
b^innliig  a S&month  jail  sen- 
taice  for  being  a member  of 
Cosa  Nostra. 

■ In  recent  mnwtkg  investiga- 
tors have  b^un  to  strike  at 
the  the  elan's  economic  power 
base.  An  accountant  believed 
to  bave  bad  a key  role  in  mar- 
gbfllMng  hs  flnanrfts  haS  been 
arrested  and  assets  worth 
about  £45  million  have  been 
confiscated. 

How  powerful  the  Coiieon- 
esl  renmlns  is  doubtful,  the 
more  so  after  this  week’s 
arrests.  The  special  multi- 
force agency  whirii  fights  or- 
ganised crime  picked  up  an- 
other member  of  the 
family.  Rosario  Lo  Bue.  and  a 
Twnn  they  suspect  of  operating 
as  fugitive  leaders’  go- 
between. 

The  last  leader  stiD  at  large 
is  Bernardo  Provenzano, 
known  as  "the  Tractor"  be- 
cause of  his  propensity  for 
mowing  down  anyone  stand- 
ing in  his  way.  But  Mr  fto- 
venzano  is  an  old  men  and 
some  law  enforcement  oSi- 
/»<aic  believe  be  may  no  longer 
even  be  in  Italy. 

Rumours  surest  he  may  be 
in  London. 

Though  some  investigators 
l)eiieve  that  Mr  Provenzano 
bas  taVon  over  Rlina's  role  as 
the  boss  of  bosses,  others  say 
the  lead^hlp  has  returned 
to  a boss  from  Palermo,  one 
less  keen  on  Inter-Mafia  strife 
and  omfrontations  wltii  the 
authorities. 


rights — not  as  concessions  to 
partners  but  achievements 
that  are  "good  for  Brxt^". 

Mr  (took  says  his  thininng 
has  been  partly  affbeted  by 
the  views  of  Labour  focus 
groups,  which  wanted  Brhain 
to  have  “clout  and  r^iect"  in 
Europe  and  rejected  the 
Tories*  habit  of  “during  he- 
roic failure'*. 

On  defence,  the  Foreign 
Secretary's  second  priority, 
the  new  goi^mment  opposes 
any  mer^r  the  ED  and  its 
emhrjvnic  defence  ans.  the 
Western  European  Union,  <m 
the  grounds  that  tM*  could 
undermine  the  unity  d the 
Nato  alliance. 

Labour  insists  that  defence 
must  remain  an  inter-govern- 
mental eoncezn  and  backs 
what  the  Foreign  Office 
weak  called  “improved  practi- 
cal arrangements  so  I’Viwt’  the 


The  bottom  line 


Robin  Cook's  bottom  line  for  an  Amsterdam  deal: 

• Britain  to  have  full  opt-out  of  other  ED  members'  plan  to  abolish 
natifmal  border  controls; 

• No  role  for  Western  European  Union  that  would  weaken  Nato  as  basis  for  defence; 

• Solution  to  problem  of  quota-hopping  by  Spaniards  and  Dutch  that  is  putting  British 
fishermen  ont  of  business. 


WEU  and  EU  can  work  effec- 
tively aloD^ide  each  other, 
as  separate  mstltutions". 

British  officials  say  they 
are  confident  that,  with  tbe 
support  of  neutral  states  such 
as  Sweden  and  Ireland.  Am- 
sterdam will  produce  a for 
less  ambitious  dri'Mice  plan 
France  and  (Sennany 
were  original^  seeking. 

^ota-hopping,  Mr  Cook's 
third  priority,  concerns  the 
practice  of  foreign  fishermen, 
mostly  from  Spain  and  the 


Netherlands,  buying  British 
boats  to  raise  their  EU  catch 
quotas. 

Before  the  election.  Labour 
spokesmen  echoed  the  (ton- 
servattves  in  warning  that 
Britain  should  consider  hold- 
ing up  a deal  at  .Amsterdam  if 
the  quota-hopping  argument 
was  not  resolvei^  but  Mr 
(took,  conspicuously,  has  not 
repeated  this  threat 

‘‘2t*s  an  exceptionally 
thorny  issue  and  that's  why 
there  haven’t  been  any  public 


pronouncements."  said  one 
oSiclaL 

“But  essentially  they’re 
looking  at  what  son  of  deal  is 
pebble." 

Attempts  to  crack  it  may 
continue  beyond  ne.'c't 
month’s  summit  But  it  is  con- 
sidered a must  if  the  new  gov- 
ernment is  to  fulfil  its 
promise  of  fighting  for  Brit- 
ain's interests  in  Europe. 

Other  issues  — not  least  the 
question  of  whether  unanim- 
ity is  required  for  instiui- 


tional  flexibility'  — remain  to 
be  negotiated  between  and 
during  a series  of  hijfo -level 
meetings  culminating  in  Am- 
sterd^  though  the  underly- 
ing assumption  of  the  new 
government  is  that  time  is  cm 
its  side. 

British  diplomats  say  they 
believe  the  Maastricht  high 
tide  of  European  integration 
has  passed  as  France  and  Ger- 
many, now  focusing  on  prepa- 
rations for  the  single  cur- 
rency and  expansion 
eastwards,  become  more 
pragmatic  about  Institutional 
change. 

"Prople  used  to  talk  about 
this  iGC  being  just  a 10,000 
miles  car  ser\’ice."  quipped 
one  old  EU  hand.  “Well  this 
time  round  some  bits  of  the 
machinery*  may  be  souped  up. 
but  its  certainly  not  going  to 
be  a brand  new  encine." 


Young  Muscovites  pass  the  second  world  war  memorial  People’s  Tragedy  on  Moscow's  Poklonnaya  hill  yesterday.  It  was  a gift  to  the  city  by  its 
Rnsrian  sculptor,  Zorab  Tseretely.  A ceremony  in  Moscow  will  today  mark  the  52nd  anniversary  of  the  end  of  tbe  war  photograph-  vladimir  mashatin 


City  of  the 
Gods  looks 
to  Sol  to  lift 
its  gloom 


Helena  Smith  fn  Athens 


EpRST  Athenians  were  told 
~ they  could  only  drive  their 
smog-producing  cars  on  alter- 
nate days.  Then  they  were  in- 
troduce to  to  the  concept  of 
tbe  pedestrian  zone. 

Now  tbe  mayor  of  Athens, 
Dimitris  Avramopoulos,  is 
turning  to  solar  power  to  help 
clear  the  skies  of  one  at 
Europe's  most  polluted 
capitals. 

if  he  has  his  way.  by  early 
next  centuryAthenians  could 
be  commuting  to  work  in 
buses  and  cars  fitted  wilh 
solar  panels  or  running  on 
batteries  recharged  at  solar 
power  stattons. 

“Solar  power  Is  the  only 
real  way  to  deal  with  the 
drama  of  air  poCution.''  he 
declared.  “Beginning  with 
transport,  Athens  will  be  the 
first  city  in  the  world  to  adopt 
and  use  to" 

In  tbe  meantime,  the  for- 
mer diplomat  announced  this 
week.  Athenians  can  soon  ex- 
pect to  be  foiried  around  the 
City  of  .the  Gods  in  electric- 
powered  buses  — among  the 
first  of  their  kind  in  Europe. 

**rheee  buses  will  undoubt- 
edly heto  cut  air  pollution." 
Mr  Avramopoulos  said  after 
test-driving  a Greek-buUt 
solariiowersd  car. 

“However,  they  are  only 
the  first  step.  Oar  long-term 
vision  Is  to  cross  the  thresh- 
old of  a new  ere  in  energy  imd 
have  solar  power  — which  is 
mudi  cleaner  — replace  elec- 
tric power  wherever 
possible." 

the  sofor  revolution  is  al- 
ready about  to  begin  on  sun- 
soak^  Crete.  Next  month 
Greece's  Socialist  govern- 
ment  is  selected  to  give  pri- 
vate investors  permission  to 
opGi  the  world's  biggest  solar 
power  station  on  tbe  island. 

Leading  proponents  of  solar 
power  such  as  Jeremy  Leggett 
of  the  Solar  Century  organisa- 
tion in  Oxford  say  tbe  sun  is 
going  to  be  behind  the  next 
technological  revolution. 

Or  L^ett,  who  was  in  Ath- 
ens for  a conference  on 
renewable  energy,  said: 
“Sofor  energy  just  has  to 
move  out  its  price  trap 
first,  which  It  will  do  through, 
for  example,  municipal  pro- 
curement I think  the  Greeks 
are  ^tog  to  carry  the  stan- 
Hawi  in  th^ie  area." 
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With  a TSB 
Cash  Gift  Mortgage 
you  could  get  up 
to  £6,000  to  spend 
as  you  like. 
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If  you  need  a mortgage,  be  totally  sensible  and  come 
TSB.  You  could  get  a cash  gift  of  up  to  £6,000,  enough 
make  your  new  home  look  like  a million  dollars. 

Call  TSB  PhoneBank  to  find  out 
more  or  to  get  a free  quotation. 

Alternatively,  you  can  call  into  a 
TSB  branch. 


Call  free  quoting  ref.  GUF1. 

0500  758  000 


Mortgages 
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We  want  you 
to  say  0^3 


lypeil  eoenpto:  an  adsting  TSB  moegaga  cuaienwr  win  ia  mwlng  and  lakng  w>  a now  EAOSOO  mongiga  on  a proparjr  pnetd  ai  £60.000. 300  cnonihly  ptqfimnta 
»n  £314.40  01  rSBo  wandwtl  wv^blB  m.,  ainentiy  7S6«  (ASR  ZS4U.  Tie  total  gtiou  antauni  pagiablo  it  £11^023  li  is  auutpad  ttiai  TSBPropnty  Rus.  TSB 
ttitoffgagaStK,  TSB  Homsbuysis  Plwi  and  a Caah  Oft  of  £1200  have  bem  alum.  Typnal  has  ndiM  arc  logS  ima  CtIO  and  a vaiuuon  tee  S90.  lai  retei  at  iS4b 
tm  S30,000 15  asaunad  The  incni%  endnwM  pvniim  » £6MS.  Avalable  tuftgM  lo  buua  m EndCMmcnl  Rapayment  er  perawn  Imm.  MivmiM  tonn  to  qually 
ler  CaSi  Qdi  k £15S01.  TSBHomtSuyws  Pbn  s a imt  knkcd  qiaifymg  endcMment  policy  (pfnaae  lanentw  ihe  velus  of  um  or  go  down  aa  wd  aa  « and  m iwl 
guanMwef).  Ful  detada  of  the  TSB  Hemebi^afS  Plan  w avoloblo  ftwi  TSB  Lite  Lina^  Chaitnn  Ran,  Andawr.  Hwi'pahvo  SPIO  iRE.  The  Cawi  Gn  must  be  repaid 
ri  wiihin  the  %9l  frfo  yean  the  tinttgigc  « ladawned  or  convenad  to  another  TSB  ntortgngc.  H the  ban  b panly  ledoemod,  Uw  Caah  Gift  must  be  refnid  eci  a proponiaitaH 
bosw  AMtgftmomfasaignBiDii  of  a aukabto  He  polcy  rmv  be  leqi^ad  by  tht>  Banfc  as  secuniy.  ATSB  cheque  acoount  s leqiwcd.  ApqScama  mut  be  aged  1$  or  over 
AK  loaiw  atAyeel  to  etatua.  Noi  ovailablo  ai  the  Chnml  Uanda  MHtlcn  9«tiiMna  ar«  enikth  on  raquoM  by  ealmg  0500  75S  000  Gala  may  be  >ecoWod  and  ircntoied 
TSB  Sardt  p)c  wid  TSB  Bank  SeoUtoid  pfe  n iwewmtatnrna  of  the  TSS  Marketing  Gnbqj  which  ia  rogdalad  by  the  PanonJ  Invaaonont  Aiaherty  only  lor  TSB  Wd  imuninoc. 
pensona  urft  truata  and  efWiofe  imijiliimiLi  Advice  « rcoommendaiiom  relate  only  to  Iht  mveannenia  of  the  TSB  btarliMiing  Graup.  TSB  Bank  pic,  Vetem  Hegae,  Vletona 
Sotfitc.  Bnmgban  Bl  1B2.  t^galend  n EigM  VWea  Nmibaf.  I06B368.  TSSBanh  Scotland  pb.  Hemy  Dimcan  Home  ISO  Geergo  Stieei,  Bdinbia^  B-C  4LK 
. Ri^aterKi  m Soceland.  Number:  059S£ 


YOUR'HOMEIS  ATRISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 
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Dry  ice  swirls  around  tbe  13  couples  married  at  a ceremony  in  Ilsan,  Sooth  Korea,  which  was  sponsored  by  the  World  Flower  Eschihidon  Pairing  place  there  moroGRAPH:  raul  barkbi 


Ex-leader  reveals  Bartered  bride  opts 
Quebec  UDI  plan  out  of  tribal  deal 


Aime  IMIray  In  Ottawa 

REV'ELATIONS  that 
the  former  premier 
of  Quebec  had  an 
elaborate  secret  plan 
to  declare  instant  indepen- 
dence from  Canada  bad  he 
won  tbe  protrince’s  1995  refer- 
endum on  sovereign^,  have 
stunned  his  separatist  col- 
leagues as  they  campaign  in 
the  Canadian  federal  election. 

Jacques  Parizeau’s  plan  in- 
cluded a deai  with  Ft^uice  to 
move  quickly  to  recognise 
Quebec  as  an  independent 
country. 

Mr  Parizeau  campaigned  in 
the  referendum  promising  to 
seek  a new  partnership  with 
the  rest  of  C.anada  if  Quebeck- 
ers voted  **Yes".  But  his  new 
book  reveals  that  his  inten- 
tions were  the  opposite,  and 
that  the  Quebec  government 
would  have  declar^  indepen- 
dence unilaterally  within  10 
days  of  a referendum  victory. 

Tbe  sovereigntists  almost 
won  on  October  30  1995,  tak- 
ing 49.4  per  cent  of  the  vote 
compared  to  50.6  per  cent  for 
the  federalists. 

Tbe  revelation  appeared  to 
come  as  a shock  to  Gilles  Du- 
ceppe.  leader  of  the  Bloc  Que- 
bewis.  which  forms  the  oSi- 


clai  opposition  in  the  federal 
House  of  Commons.  Both  he 
and  Lucien  Bouchard,  Que- 
bM's  new  premier,  were  on 
the  defensive  yesterday.  Both 
had  stressed  a new  partner- 
ship with  Canada  in  1995  and 
continue  to  do  so. 

“It  is  not  good  for  the  sover- 
eignty movement  — and  what 
is  not  good  for  the  sover- 
eignty movement  is  not  good 
for  the  Bloc,"  Mr  Duceppe 
said. 

Mr  Bouchard  insisted  Mr 
Parizeau  would  never  have 
acted  contrary  to  the. referen- 
dum mandate  he  sought. 
“Never  would  sovereigntists, 
myself  included,  have  allowed 
anyone  to  contravene  the 
commitment  that  was 
contracted.” 

The  book.  Pour  un  Quebec 
Souverain  (For  a Sovereign 
Quebec),  is  to  be  released  on 
Monday,  but  a Quebec  City 
newspaper  published  ex- 
cerpts on  Wednesday. 

The  leaks  w'ere  a boon  to 
the  prime  minister,  Jean 
Chretien.  Opinion  polls  show 
his  ruling  Liberal  Party  has 
an  enormous  lead  national^  i 
and  is  widely  expected  to  win  ! 
a second  mandate  on  June  2. 

But  he  is  unpopular  in  his 
native  Quebec,  and  the  Liber- 
als badly  want  to  gain  ground 


there  before  another  referen- 
dum on  Quebec's  status.  Tbe 
revelation  allowed  the  prime 
minister  to  attack  the  trust- 
worthiness of  tbe  Bloc  Queb^ 
cols,  which  has  placed  sover- 
eignty at  the  heart  of  its 
elecdon  campaign. 

In  a ha^y  scheduled  stop 
in  Quebec  City,  Mr  Chretien 
reminded  Quebeckers  that  Mr 
Parizeau  once  said  they  were 
like  lobsters:  that  once  they 
voted  Yes  they  would  be  in 
the  trap. 

Mr  Parizeau  writes  that  If 
France  had  given  Quebec  rec- 
ognition. tbe  United  States 
would  probably  have  done  so. 

A declaration  of  indepen- 
dence was  key  to  the  plan. 
"France,  like  the  other 
countries  of  the  world,  only 
recognises  countries.  It 
doesn't  recognise  intentions," 
he  writes.  He  insists  be  never 
committed  himself  not  to 
make  a unilateral  declaration 
of  independence. 

Yet.  during  the  referendum 
campaign,  he  vowed  to  make 
an  offer  of  political  and  eco- 
nomic partnership  with  the 
rest  of  Canada  (irst. 

The  sovereipitUts  have  had 
a bumpy  campaign,  thou^ 
surveys  indicate  they  will 
cake  the  maiority*  of  the  7S  fed- 
eral constituencies  in  Quebec. 


Seth  Mydans  tells  the  story  of  a young 
woman  in  Papua  New  Guinea  who  has  put 
an  entire  tribal  kinship  system  on  trial 


The  compensation 
demanded  for  the 
billing  of  a clan 
leader  in  Hiig  remote 
moontain  village  was  based 
on  a complex  tribal  calcn- 
lus:  £9.000,  25  pigs  — and 
an  18-year-old  woman 
called  nffriam  WUngal. 

I^and  by  pound  the  of- 
fending clan  began  to  col- 
lect the  money.  One  by  one 
the  pigs  were  rounded  np. 

But  then  something  hap- 
pened which  has  shocked 
the  elders  of  both  clans  and 
has  since  reverberated 
through  this  lately  tribal 
country. 

Miriam  WUngal  said  No. 
At  first  she  said,  it  bad 
not  occurred  to  her  to  ob- 
ject. Women  have  been 
bonght  as  brides  on  pi^  of 
this  island  for  centuries.  It 
is  only  a few  decades  since 
the  tribes  that  populate  the 
remote  mountains  discov-  i 
ered  that  they  were  not  the  i 
only  people  on  earth,  and  | 
for  the  most  part  village ! 
life  still  follows  ancient 
codes. 

But.  symbolic  of  the 
changing  times.  Ms  WUngal 
bad  a personal  ambition. 
She  wanted  to  finish 
school. 

**1  want  to  learn  to  be  a 
typisL**  she  said  in  Port 
Moresby,  the  capltaL  300 
miles  south-east  of  her 
home,  where  she  has  taken 
refuge  from  her  angry 
relatives. 

“I  want  to  have  my  own 
money."  she  said,  covering 
her  face  with  her  hand  in 
embarrassment. 

"I  don’t  want  to  have  to 
depend  on  a man." 

As  Papna  New  Guinea, 
an  independent  state  for 
just  21  years,  seeks  a way 
to  integrate  traditional 
and  modern  values,  the 
“compensation-girl  case” 
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I has  taken  on  broa'der 
I dimensions. 

Susan  Balen,  another 
woman  who  has  broken 
with  tradition  to  become  a 
lawyer,  taken  the  case 
to  court,  using  what  is 
known  here  as  “written 
law"'  to  challenge  the  treat- 
ment of  women  under 
tribal  tradition. 

“This  is  a landmark  case 
in  recognition  of  women’s 
rights  to  eqnallty  and  firee- 
dom.“  she  said.  “Women 
are  not  animals.” 

The  customary  law  of  the 
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tribes  coexists  with  the  foiv 
mal  legal  system,  she  said, 
but  can  be  challenged  if  it  is 
in  violation  of  the  country’s 
democratic  constitution. 

A judge  in  the  city  of 
Mount  Hagen.  40  miles 
from  Min],  recently  ruled 
in  favour  of  Miss  WUi^ial, 
saying  her  rights  to  per- 
sonal freedom  and  equal 
statns  had  been  violated. 

But  the  elders  of  the  ag- 
grieved Konumbuka  sub- 
clan  of  the  Tangilka  tribe 
have  only  become  angrier. 

“They  say,  ’We  stiU  want 
a woman*,”  said  John 


Mnke.  professor  of  archeol- 
ogy at  the  University  of 
Papna  New  Guinea,  at 
whose  house  Sfe  WUug^  a 
fellow  member  of  the  Sumn 
Kanem  clan,  is  staying. 

“They  want  to  take  my 
clan  to  coort  for  rhaating 
them,  for  denying  them 
their  ri^ts,”  he  said. 

In  effect,  they  are  threat- 
ening to  nse  the  modem 
legal  system  to  demand 
their  traditional  tribal 
rights. 

The  court  battle  demon- 
strates the  resilience  of 
tribal  customs,  he  said. 

Ur  Mnke,  while  following 
Ms  WUngal’s  case  with  Uie 
fesdnation  of  a scholar, 
stiU  lives  by  his  tribes 
complex  code  of  family 
obli^tlon. 

“t  analyse  It  and  1 prac- 
tice it,”  be  said.  “I  dial- 
Imige  it,  but  only  part  of  it. 
There  are  certain  changes 
that  we  have  no  choice  but 
to  accept,  like  women’s 
rights  and  notions  of  equal- 
ity. But  there  are  certain 
tUngs  that  we  have  to  hold 
on  to.” 

Seen  in  the  context  of  the 
belief  system  of  the  high- 
land cnlture,  he  sakL  die 
Konambnka  clan's  rfftwiawd 
for  Ms  WUngal  appears  less 
shocddug. 

“Yes,  a woman  Is  treated 
as  a commodity,  bat  in  a 
spiritoal  sense  it  is  moch 
more  than  that,”  Dr  Muke 
said.  “A  woman  is  an  ob- 
ject, but  she  is  a divine 
object” 

In  the  Papua  New  Guin- 
ea’s highlands,  she  is  also 
at  the  heart  of  a complex 
system  of  relationships. 

Ms  WUngal’s  refusal  is  a 
fundamental  challenge  to 
the  social  order  of  her 
tribe. 

“There  must  be  a cond- 
nuity,  and  this  condnnity  is 
through  the  woman,  the 
source  of  divine  relation- 
ships,” Dr  Mnke  said. 

“Miriam’s  case  strikes  at 
the  root  of  things:  it  is  kin- 
ship on  triaL"  — New  Yoiit 
Times. 


Albright  hopes  to  break 
Middle  East  deadlock 


Shyam  Bhatia 
in  Jerusalem 

Madeleine  .Albright 
the  United  States  sec- 
retary of  state,  is  ex- 
pected Co  visit  tbe  Middle  East 
in  tbe  near  future  in  an  at- 
tempt to  boost  the  efforts  of 
her  special  envoy,  Dennis 
Ross,  who  has  so  far  failed  to 
break  the  deadlock  In  peace 
negotiations. 

Israel’s  Channel  2 tele%*i- 
sion  claimed  las4  night  that 
there  were  serious  differences 
between  Mr  Ross  and  Mrs  Al- 
bright who  beUe\'es  the  US 
should  take  greater  risks  in 
getting  more  involved  in  bro- 
kering a deal  between  the  Is- 
raelis and  the  P^estinians. 

Mr  Ross  met  the  IsraeU 
prime  minister.  Binyamln 
Netanyahu,  twice  >*esterday 
and  the  Palestinian  president, 
Yasser  Arafat,  once  in  Gaza. 
Emerging  from  tbe  Gaza 
meeting,  be  told  reporters: 
“We've  had  a good  discussion 


i . . . We  will  be  finding  ways 
and  means  to  overcome  the 
diffculties  that  exist.” 

Earlier,  the  Israeli  presi- 
dent. Ezer  Welzman,  briefed 
Mr  Ross  on  his  own  recent 
meeting  with  Mr  Arafet  Mr 
Weianan  told  the  US  envoy  i 
that  Isrsiel  was  committed  to  ' 
building  many  new  homes  for 
Arab  families  In  Jerusidem. 

The  Israeli  government 
hopes  this  may  be  a way  of 
compensating  the  Palestin- 
ians for  the  building  of  the  I 
large  Har  Homa  Jewish  settle- ! 
ment  in  Jerusalem.  But  the  | 
Palestinians  insist  they  will , 
not  return  to  the  negotiating 
table  unless  Israel  rescinds 
its  decision  to  build  Har 
Homa  and  other  settlements 
in  the  West  Bank. 

Mr  Arafat's  spokesman, 
Manvan  Kanafeni.  said  yes- 
terda)*:  “We  don't  know  if  Mr 
Ross  will  come  with  an 
answer  to  our  grievances  and 
our  worries.  But  we  hope  Mr 

Ross  u*lU  understand  nothing 
can  be  moved  without  stoi^ 


ping  the  Israeli  settlement” 
ICanafani  said  the  US 
envoy  was  given  a list  of  Is- 
raeli violations’’  of  the  terms 
of  the  Odo  agreement  Pales- 
tinian sources  said  these  in- 
cluded the  delay  in  openly 
an  international  airport  in 
Gaza  and  in  providing  a Pal- 
estinian safe  pasftffpi  between 
Gaza  and  the  West  Bank,  and 
the  expansira  of  a»ieHng  is. 
raeli  settlements. 

Mr  Ross,  who  is  due  to  meet 
Mr  Netanyahu  again  this 
morning.  Is  them  expected  to 
fly  to  Cairo  for  with 

President  Hosni  Mubarak. 
The  'US  hopes  Egypt  will  be 
able  to  persuade  Mr  Arafot  to 
resume  peace  talks. 

• Tbe  Palestinian  authority 
said  yesterday  it  was  trying  to 
locate  a senior  Armenian 
cleric  suspected  of  selling  his 
mansion  on  the  Mount  of 

Olives  to  a gr«mp  c£  Jewish 
settlers.  His  residmice  is  <mly 
yards  feom  the  home  of  Fetsal 
Buaseinl,  tiie  Palestinian  min- 
ister for  Jerusalem  anhlrs. 


The  Guardian  Friday  May  9 1907 


News  in  brief 


‘Worst  crisis 
since  Cuba’ 

RUSSIA’S  president.  Boris  Yeltsin,  yesterday  warned  th^ 
plans  for  Nato’s  expansion  are  the  most  serious  dispute  be- 
tween Russia  the  United  States  since  tbe  1962  Cuban 
iiiiggtia  crisis. 

“Since  the  Cuban  crisis,  there  hasn’t  been  such  a slicup  issue 

in  relations  between  Russia  and  theUnlted  States,  which 

concern  Russia’s  interests  to  the  degree  that  ev&cyoae  sbo^ 
riitnv  about  it,  inniading  Americans  and  Europeans,”  Mr  Yelt- 
sin said  In  remarks  broadcast  on  Russian  television  ^ 

Russia  bitterly  opposes  i^udli^  former  Soviet  allies  in  the 
Western  alliance,  but  tacitly  concedes  it  cannot  sU^  the  move. 
Mr  Yeltsin  hffs  been  tryii^  to  limit  tbe  Natp  expansion. 

Nato  wants  to  reach  an  agreement  with  Russia  before  Its 
summit  on  July  8 in  Madrid,  wtaere  it  cAtuis  to  name  its  first  new 

members  from  Central  Eastern  Eiutipe.  — AP.  Moscow. 


Bank  holds  Nazi  gold 

the  Bank  of  England  conflnned  yesterday  that  It  is  holding 
about  £25  inilliim  worth  of  Nasi  g^  tel  behalf  ofthe  commission 
charged  with  restoring  loot^  wealth  to  tte  victims  of  German 
occupaticKi  in  the  seccxid  wo^  war,  Hichanf  Thomas  witeSL 
Panrfhig  the  wTlnratinn  qf  the  naflervag  hy  the  Commission  for 
the  Restitutkxi  ofMonetaty  Gold,  the  bank  is  storing  114,637 
ounces  in  its  vaults,  aecorihng  to  a statsnenL  The  bank  pointed 
out  ttiat  tbe  bolding  was  ofa  we^htcf  gold,  rattier  than  Q>eci£te 
bars.  “When  the  gcAd  is  retrieved  from  the  fixed  term  defxislt.  it 
win  not  be  toe  same  bans  which  are  returned,’’ tbe  bank  said. 


Riel  tanks  kill  six 

THE  pilot  of  a Afiragejet  jetfisooed  his  burning  anxOiaryfljel 
tanks  over  a congested  nelgbixniiiiood  in  KaradiL  Pakistan, 
kin^  six  pec^  in  an  apartmort  buikUng. 

Another  ninp  people  were  rushed  to  Karachi’s  Abbasi  Shaheed 
hospital  wito  serious  burn  liiiuries.  Doctor  Imtiaz  Memon  said. 
Several  of  the  injured  wme  In  a critical  condUlan. 

The  Pakistan  air  force  Mirage  jet  was  on  a routine  training 
mlsaion  ^rtien  its  two  auxiliary  fiid  tanks  caught  fire,  said  V^ng 
Comnander  Aftab  Safiiar. 

“In  a bid  to  prevent  the  aircraft  from  crashing  over  a populated 
area,  itoich  would  have  resulted  in  a major  catastrophe,  the  pilot 
hadto  Jettisan  tbe  tanks.”  — AP,  KarachL 


Black  women  to  march 

TWO  years  after  the  MQlioa  Man  Mattih  In  Washington,  a group 
called  CD  a minitei  blade  wtenea  to  attend  a similar  rally  in 

Phflatfriphig ♦TiUfliitimin  ' 

TTy  TJgrirtnal  r>rgflni8<ngrnitim<WggfhrtligMTninn  Wnman 

Mardi  said  the  redly  CD  October  25  would  seek  to  to  raise 
awareness  of  education  and  healthcare  in  black  conununities. 
a^  toe  difficult  transzficm  after  ixisaa  for  black  wmnen. 

nrganiaar  Alia  Waahtod  aaiit  fha  marr»h  was  mottollad  nn  tha 
massive  1995 march  fix' black  mmi  In  Washingkxi,  organised  by 
toe  Nation  cf  Islam  leader.  IouisFiuraklMn.---AP,PhttMtelpAig. 


Sodomy  accusations 

ZlMBABWE'S&rmerparesuleiit.CaDaanBauana.uiiderinvesti- 
gation  on  alleintians  of  raping  andfomng  an  aide  izito  a homosex- 
ual idattooship,  is  fedugmoreacenrattoDS  of  sodomy,  a police 
cfficM  said  iresterday. 

Tbe  offldaL  ^0  dedined  to  be  named,  conflimed  a report  by 
tbe  ind^)€Ddent  fTnanciai  Gcoette  newspaper  that  dos^is  of 
ennent  and  fteiner  sbideuts  frtnn  Harare’s  tfolverdty  of  Zimba- 
bwe and  some  state  security  force  members  had  made  toe  allega- 
tk»is  bdore  a poUoe  pand  in  toe  past  two  months. 

’Y'es,  if  s true  that  the  pand  has  interviewed  dozens  dpeqple 
(hailing  that  toey  were  sodcEoised  and  abused.  Others  aOege  they 
were  witnesses  to  such  acts  of  bomosexualfty,'’ the  officer  said. 

Mr  Banana,  a Mdhodlst  minister  ^ed  61,  came  under  police 
investigatitei  after  accusations  by  his  former  aide  decamp  that  he 
had  raped  and  forced  him  intoabomoRexualrdati(mshk>.— 
Reuter,  Harare. 


Sonia  €landhi  joins  Congress 

SONIA  GANDHI,  who  for  six  yesus  raised  the  entreafies  cf 
India’s  dedinh^  (Congress  party  to  save  it,  has  eiitered  pdifics,  a 
party  spoilsman  sairiyesteifay.&aanneCfoftfenbergMrteg. 

The  Italian-bom  Ms  Gandhi,  aged  so,  has  kept  India  guessing 
about  her  intentions  ever  since  her  husband,  Rajiv,  was  assassi- 
nated by  a suidde  bomber  bi  199L  Yesterday,  file  piuly  said  she 
faadjoinedtheCongressasan  ordinary  membercaiMaxchSI. . 
The  party,  deep^  humUed  by  tts  defeat  in  electlona  a year  ago, 

has  ham  flniinriaring 

dynasty  which  has  dominateri  Indian  pnlitkw  since  inHopandenna 
a)  years  ago,  it  has  lost  ground  to  regional  parties  and  the  Hindu 

ri^ilL  Its  againg  leadw-^ip  hae  aa  wamihed  tri  mi-mpHnn  anandala 

and  Internecine  feuds. 

Congress  dearty  hopes  toat  Ms  (jBDdhi,  aged  50,  can  turn  its 
fortunes  around. 


Drag  crasader  set  to  stand 

COLffl^lA’S  top  prasecutor,  Alfonso 'Valdivieso^  whosednig 
oornqitioatovestl^tionnearlytopidedPresidtet  Ernesto 
Sany>er.  resigned  yesterday  in  a move  eipeeted  to  lead  to  his  own 
run  for  the  presidency . 

The  resi^iation  ofMr  Valdivieso,  a pcqnilar  antl-diug  crusader 

who  targeted  Colombia's  most  powerful  rwatne  Wngptna  and 

comiptlawmakers  and  has  been  praised  hy  toe  US,  liad  been 
eatpected. 

He  has  not  formally  announced  his  cendWacy  frwprmidant,  hnt 
polls  show  be  would  be  toe  finnt-runner  if  be  did. — AP.Bogotd. 


If  we're  faster 
and  cheaper  than  the 
AA  or  RAC 
why  join  them? 
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ire’s  elite  writiie 
wards  the  fall 
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'resident  Mobutu’s  loyal  allies 
^el  bitter  at  the  West,  writes 
ihris  McGreal  in  Kinshasa 


I ■ T HAS  been  a long  road  of 

dlscoveiy  tbr  Nzuzi  wa 
H Mbombo,  if  not  an  unprof* 
■ liable  one.  As  Mobutu 
Sese  Seko's  former  governor 
of  Kinshasa,  she  spent  30 
years  aiccrulng  political 
power.  Bat  with  rebels  knock- 
ing at  the  capital's  door,  she 
has  bels^tedJy  discovered 
democrai 

Laurent^bila’s  rebels  ap- 
peared to  pave  broken  a gov- 
ernment counter-offensive 
12S  miles  ^St  of  Kinghnog 
yesterday.  vThey  were  once 
again  said' to  be  advancing 
towards  a cty  waiting  appre- 
hensively towe  if  Mr  Mobutu 
will  bother  tetuming  from  a 
r^onal  sumnit  in  Cabon. 

Either  way  Ms  Nrusi  says, 
she  will  nd  be  following 
other  Mcdmb  allies  who  are 
making  theii  escape.  Some 
have  alreaiy  bolted  for 
Europe  or  Sdith  Africa.  The 
less  influentid  are  Gnd^  It 
difficult  to  oimin  the  neces- 
sary **papers'*to  leave. 

Ms  Nzuzi  sys  she  remains 
loyal  to  her  Fesident.  Photo- 
graphs of  tie  53-year-old 
grandmother  with  Mr  Mob- 
utu decocatehe  walls  of  ^ 
home  where  she  pla^  to 
await  Mr  I^Ua  and  her  fiite. 

“Where  dcyou  want  me  to 
go?  TUs  is  ay  home.  I live 
here.  Even  L there  is  war  we 
have  to  stay’  she  said.  “HUs 
is  not  a hapy  situation  but 
I’m  not  ataid.  If  Kabila 
comes,  evcyone  will  die. 
Death  is  invitabie.  K I don't 
die  at  Kabli's  hands.  Til  die 
sometime  ayway." 

Nb  Nzuzrose  to  the  upper 
echelons  oMr  Mobutu's 
ular  Reviutionary  Move- 
moit,  somdiing  she  describe 


as  an  “educational  eitperj- 
ence".  For  20  years  it  was  the 
only  legal  political  parly.  Her 
loyalty  to  the  “father  of  the 
nation"  was  rewarded  witb 
the  ^ivexnorships  of  Lower 
Zaire  province  and  Kinshasa, 
where  she  was  Mr  Mobutu's 
eyes,  ears  and  voice. 

They  were  powerful  posi- 
tions, reflected  in  the  gaudy 
opulence  of  her  penthouse 
and  the  acquisition  oflazid,  a 
transport  business,  coffee 
plantations  and  an  agricul- 
tural firm.  Most  of  them  are 
now  in  rebel  hands.  All  that  is 
left  is  In  Kinshasa, 

Her  son  Henri  runs  the 
i:emaining  shell  of  the  fhfflQy 
business.  He.  too.  is  full  of 
bravado. 

“Kabila  took  everything  we 
own  tram  all  over  Zaire.  My 
coffee  plantations,  my  maize 
fields,  my  business.  So  be 
might  as  well  come  and  iaifa 
my  blood."  he  said. 

Ms  Nzuzi  is  a large  woman, 
squeezed  into  a wicker  chair. 
It  might  be  a throne  from  the 
way  she  sits.  She  holds  a 
remote  control  to  a buzzer, 
used  to  summon  her  servants 
and  her  son. 

These  days  she  is  angry.  It 
Is  a reflection  of  the  helpless- 
ness Zaire's  elite  feds  at  the 
sudden  and  near-complete 
collapse  of  its  power.  But  her 
bitterness  is  not  directed  at 
the  rebds  so  much  as  the 
West,  which  she  accuses  of 
destroying  Zaire  Xiy  support- 
ing Mr  Kabila. 

‘The  future  this  country 
is  decided  in  the  West  All  the 
deciai^  are  made  by  white 
men.  There  is  a conspiracy 
against  Zaire  and  we  are  the 
victims.  Because  we  have 


some  problems,  you  in  the 
West  made  a monster  called 
Kabila,  and  now  that  monster 
isoutofccmtro],’’  ^esaid. 

Ms  Nzuzi  is  not  overly 
reflective  about  the  causes  of 
Zaire's  problems  or  why,  a^r 
32  years,  so  many  of  Mob- 
utu's compatriots  apparently 
want  rid  of  him. 

“Everyone  makes  mistakes. 
If  he  made  mistakes  it's  up  to 
him  to  be  judged  at  the  b^ot 
box.  That's  what  happen^  to 
John  Major  when  be  ma^ 
mistakes,"  she  said. 

Many  Kinshasans  are 
either  agitated  or  amused  to 
hear  Mobutu  loyalists  insist 
that  Zaire  was  well  on  its  way 
to  democracy  until  the  rebd 
.war  prevented  a vote.  Ms 
Nzuzi  goes  so  Car  as  to  argue 
that  even  though  Mr  Mobutu 
agreed  to  abolish  the  one- 
party  system  In  1990  only 
under  foreign  pressure  — and 
then  set  about  systematically 
undermining  the  transition 
with,  a cynical  blend  of  co-op- 
tion and  chaos  — he  is  Zaire's 
true  democratic  leader. 

"He's  been  demanding  elec- 
tions ibr  a long  time.  Some- 
one who  doesn't  want  democ- 
racy wouldn't  have  done 
that.''  she  said.  "Democracy 
is  a difficult  apprenticeship. 
Look  at  Watergate.  But  it  is 
the  solution  to  our  problems, 
not  war." 

On  the  crucial  question  of 
whether  Mr  Mobutu,  were  he 
miraculouah'  to  survive  the 
rebels  and  bis  prostate  can- 
cer, could  win  an  Section,  she 
is  vague. 

But  resigned  to  her  fhte. 
Ms  Nzuzi  is  certain  she  will 
not  he  abandoned  by  the  man 
who  made  her  what  she  is 
today. 

"Mobutu  told  me  he's  pre- 
pared a foTPh  fbr  lus  children 
and  family  but  not  for  him- 
self. He's  a soldier.  Hell  die 
fighHng  but  be  doesn't  know 
where." 


Zaire's  presidmit,  Mobntn  Sese  Seko.  meets  other  African  leaders  at  the  presidential  palace  in  Libreville.  Gabon, 
yesterday,  as  rebels  led  by  Laorent  EabUa  pushed  towards  the  Zairean  capital,  Kinshasa  photograph:  enric  marti 


Guinea  struggles  out  of  political  and  economic  darkness 
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CtaiKfla  HcBroy  in  Coiatoy 


■ ■■'WENTY  years  after  mar- 
I Jcet  women  turned  the 
I tide  of  Guinea's  history, 
eltecUivly  ending  the  “dark 
days"  of  President  Sekou 
Tout's  socialist  revolution 
and  ushering  in  a new  era  of 
capltall^  the  fanner  French 
colony  is  rtill  struggLing  to  ex- 
tricate itself  from  an  eco- 
nomic and  social  morass 
which  has  made  it  one  of  the 
world's  poorest  countries. 

Under  Sekou  Tourb's 
regime,  considered  one  of  the 
most  oppressive  is  Africa, 
private  trading  was  banned 
and  all  business  transactions 
were  done  through  oBlcial  co- 
operatives supendsed  by  the 


state’s  "economic  police". 

In  1977  the  market  women 
went  on  the  rampage,  destroy- 
ing police  offices  and  lulling 
the  governors  of  provincial 
towns.  S^kou  Toure  subse- 
quently legalised  pert>'  trade 
and  began  a slow  rapproche^ 
ment  with  France  and  other 
capitalist  states  — a process 
acoderated  after  his  death  in 
1984. 

Twenty  years  later,  as  hber- 
elisation  and  private  enter- 
prise tentatively  begin  to  take 
root,  there  Is  finally  a modest 
^inuner  of  hope. 

In  a village  near  the  eastern 
town  of  Kankan,  Fanta 
Jawara.  a 40-year-old  mother 
of  10,  represents  the  face  of 
what  the  government  de- 
scribes as  the  ‘'new  Guinea". 


She  is  an  illiterate  peasant 
who,  with  a small  amount  of 
assistance  from  the  nnited 
Nations  Development  Pro- 
gramme and  a lot  of  detamii- 
nation,  is  now  running  a prt^- 
itahle  pottery  business. 

“Oux  production  has  really 
increased,  and  we  do  a lot 
cross-border  trade  with 
Mali."  said  Mrs  Jawara. 
whose  monthly  Income  of 
about  £36  is  well  above  the 
national  average. 

The  projeri  is  one  of  at  least 
120  enterprises  being  flinded 
b>'  the  UNDP  and  other  agen- 
cies to  promote  the  private 
sector  and  impro\'e  livinf 
conditions. 

"We  have  a big  challenge  in 
trying  to  combat  poverty," 
said  the  prime  minister.  Sidya 


Toure.  "We  have  already 
a^eved  a lot  in  terms  of  sta- 
bilising public  spending,  and 
private  investors  are  return- 
ing to  Guinea." 

Yet,  in  a country  where  al- 
most half  the  populailon  earn 
less  than  60p  a day  and  the 
average  life  expectancy  is 
only  44,  there  are  stm  few 
sig:^  that  Life  is  improving. 

With  its  huge  export  poten- 
tial in  bauxite,  precious  met- 
als and  coffee,  as- well  as  Its 
stability  compared  to  neigh- 
bouring Sierra  Leone  and  Li- 
beria, Guinea's  annual 
growth  of  4 per  cent  is  a 
disappointment 

Although  the  International 
Monetary  Fund  cautiously  ap- 
proved a three-year  assis- 
tance package  to  Guinea  late 


last  year,  the  achievement  of 
national  economic  targets  is 
to  be  reviewed  every  three 
months. 

‘‘The  government  has 
regained  credibility  in  the 
eyes  of  the  IMF  . . . their 
promises  are  extremely  posi- 
tive — provided  they  stay  on 
track."  said  the  World  Bank 
regional  director,  Mamadou 
Dia. 

But  paying  lip  service  to 
the  Bretton  Woods  institu- 
tions is  not  enough  to  lead  the 
country  to  recovery. 

“Economic  power  must  be 
established  at  the  lowest  level 
of  society,"  said  Cyr  Mathieu 
Samake.  bead  of  the  United 
Nations  office  in  Guinea. 

Others,  such  as  the  opposi- 
tion leader  Mamadou  Bah. 


see  this  app^ch  as  too  sim- 
plistic. "Guinea  has  no  com- 
mercial infrastructure  or 
manufacturing  base,  without 
which  small  enterprise  wlli 
never  really  Qourlsh.''  be 
said. 

The  presidential  elections 
due  next  year,  five  years  after 
General  Lansana  Conte  was 
officially  elected  president  to 
widespread  allegations  of 
vote-rigging,  fill  Mr  Bah  witb 
pessimism. 

"Democracy  Is  sick  in 
Guinea."  be  said.  "The  head 
of  state  governs  alone  without 
any  popular  consultation,  and 
1 see  no  prospect  for  a free 
and  fair  election.  And  until 
this  situation  changes  there 
is  no  chance  of  economic 
recovery." 


David  Beresford 
in  Johannesburg 


The  future  of  South  Afri- 
Natii/iiai  Party  was 
put  in  doubt  yejsterday 
ivhcn  its  lender.  F.  VV.  rie 
Klerk,  disoumed  the  man  who 
help^  ;na.<itermind  the  coun- 
try's constitutional  settle- 
mem,  Poelf  Rleyer. 

Tlioro  was  spi>ciUation  that 
Mr  Meyer,  ordered  P.v  Mr  De 
Klerk  to  dishaiul  a team  con- 
sidering’ options  for  the  ptirtj'. 

might  resign  to  lend  party 
moderate.^  into  .i  new  opposi- 
tion alliancv. 

Such  .n  siilit  could  dosirpy 
as  a naiiun.a]  force  the  part)’ 
Which  imposLil  apartheid  on 
South  .■\fricn  after  its  elec- 
toral victory  in  194S. 

Mr  Dc  Uerk  ncied  against 
Mr  Meyer  .at  the  urging  of 
Hernus  Kriel.  ivirre  leader  m 
Western  Cape,  ihe  only  prov- 
ince now  confroUed  by  the 
Nationalists.  Mr  Kriel  ob- 
jecie^t  to  Mr  Meyer's  sugges- 
tion th.TT  the  Natioii.nli&ts 
should  dish-md  .is  a country- 
wide party  in  help  rnrni  a 
re.nliyjied  oppnsUion.  Thi.<5 
would  leave  Mr  Ki-iel  to  go  it 
alone  in  the  ('ape. 

Mr  Meyer,  along  with  other 
moderates,  believes  the 
stigma  nttached  tu  the  paro’ 
as  the  founder  of  avurtbeid 
gives  it  no  chance  of  winning 
substantial  black  support, 
leaving  it  it  to  champion 
racial  minorities  fur  the  fore- 
seeable future. 

Tlie  party  appeared  seri- 
oiA^ly  divided  by  the  issue 
Vfsterday.The  Johannesburg 
metropoljran  caucus  said  Mr 
De  Klerk's  action  was  a big 
setback  for  the  momentuni 
towards  the  creation  of  a 
realigned  opposition.  But  the 
parliamentary  caucus  in 
KwaZulu-Natal  unanimously 
backed  Mr  De  Klerk. 

Mr  Kriel  told  the  Cape 
Town  Press  Club  yesterday 
he  shared  Mr  Meyer's  desire 
for  a stronger  opposition 
movement  but  differed  on  tac- 
tics. He  wanted  a realignment 
across  the  entire  politicaJ 
spectrum,  including  the  exist- 
ing alliance  between  the 
ANC.  the  C-otmminist  Party 
and  the  Congress  of  South 
African  Trade  Unions 
tCosanii. 

He  wanted  his  part>'  in  the 
Cape  to  remain  in  the  politi- 
cal mainstream.  Breaking 
away  to  form  a regional  part}' 
would  be  the  last  resort 
Afrikaners  to  the  political 
right  of  the  Nationalists*  fold 
were  gleefully  predicting  the 
parD''s  demise  last  night 
A former  newspaper  editor. 
Haraid  Pakendorf.  who  was  a 
consultant  to  Mr  Meyer's  task 
force,  said  hlr  De  Klerk's  deci- 
sion was  a "death  warrant" 
for  the  part>*.  "I  don’t  think 
political  parties  disappear 
overnight,  but  I think  this  is 
the  effective  end  of  the 
National  Party  as  of  today." 
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Last  gasp  for  the  end-of-empire 


— - ' 1 TheactorJeremylrons 

PAUL  (rigbOyawssontbesetof 

^ T T T T X/-  CbineseBc^aGhnby 

I f-1  r K O I 1 X Wayne  Wangthat  has  be«i 

i IJ  L r\\y  yj  y\  piUoEledinHbngKong 

before  it  is  even  Sniped.  In 

• U Irons  plays  a jonmaiist 

CO  vering  the  handover  to 
Chinese  rule. 

OfPanl  Iheroax's  novel 
Kowloon  Tong  Oeft).  one 
reviewerB8ked:*Wiiydo 
snch  a disservice  to  the 
• place  thatls  m;  home? 

Simply  to  cash  In  on  pre- 
handover  interest?* 

O MAmPHOTOGRAPHinCHARDJONES 


As  Casablanca  is  to  the  love 
story,  Hong  Kong  is  to  the 
disaster  potboiler. 

Against  a backdrop  of  the 
salacious  and  the  sleazy,  the 
1 997  handover  has  spawned  a 
string  of  books  and  films  - 
whose  stock  ingredients 
include  cross-cultural  sex  arid 
psychotic  Chinese  generals  - 
as  novelists  and  directors 
queue  up  to  cash  in. 

Andrew  Higgins  samples 
some  epic  trash  in  the 
countdown  to  the  unbearable 


1 


The  Napoleonic  wars 
provided  an  epic 
backdrop  for  Tol- 
stoy’s War  and  Peace. 
The  1830  French  rev- 
olution inspired  Victor  Hogo 
to  write  Les  Misdcablea. 

The  end  c€  Biftzsb  rule  in 
Hong  Kong  has  also  set  cre- 
ative juices  flowing  — and 
cash  roisters  ringing.  And 
all  This  before  anything  has 
really  happened. 

Ihe  absence  of  any  drama 
to  rival  the  battle  at  Bmrodino 
has  done  nothing  to  halt  a 
rush  by  writers  and  film-mak- 
ers to  cash  in  on  what  might 
happen. 

Those  already  galvanised 
by  Hong  Bong's  return-  to 
China  on  July  l range  fiom 
Jeremy  Irons  and  Pa^  Ther- 
oux to  less  cdebrated  -word- 
smiths  such  as  Katherine 
Stone,  a romantic  novelist 
and  former  physician 
’’specialising  in  the  treatment 
of  infectious  diseases”. 

The  proU^nist  of  Kong 
Kong.  China  by  Ralph  Amote 
~ "a  sbsling  novel  of  love, 
greed  and  rcfvenge  set  against 
the  Chinese  takeover” 
babbles  the  blurb — describes 


the  countdown  as  ’’unbear- 
able”. In  this  and  a dozen 
other  books.  It  is. 

Like  most  handover  oeu- 
vres. the  novel  features  a love 
affair  between  a well-con- 
nected malnLand  Chinese 
beauty  and  a rich  tbre^ner. 
In  a Talpan  ratigri 

Claude  Van  Hooten  CTn  busi- 


Its  Eurasian  protagonist. 
Chief  Tnapertor  Chftn,  haS 
emillion  seconds  to  explain 
three  decapitated  heads  foond 
in  a plastic  bag.  He  has  a fe- 
tish fbr  Western  women. 

partner  has  fimtagieg 
about  rain  stonns  — ”Ood 
forgive  me  for  loving  these 
Hoi%  Ebng  starms  fUU  of 


TTie  machine  guns  Stopped. . .Fora 
moment,  Victoria  Park  seemed  frozen  In 
silence,  then  the  moans  and  the  screams  of 
the  living  victims  filled  the  airi 

1997,  Year  of  the  Ox  by  Frank  Worsdale 


ness  he  gave  no  quarter,  but 
in  the  bedroom  or  in  this  case 
a banuDock,  he  was  a giver  of 
more  than  he  received”). 

Competing  for  space  on  the 
increasingly  crowded  shelves 
of  Hong  Kong's  bookshops  are 
a multitude  of  rival  thrillers. 
The  Last  Six  Million  Seconds 
calls  itself  a "Gorky  Park  for 
the  Pacific  Rim”  and  file 
"ultimate  Hmg  Kong  1997 
novel". 
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money,  sex  and  corpses.” 

Gregory  Lee,  a literature 
proftssor  at  tile  University  kS 
Hong  Kong,  sees  in  such  writ- 
ing the  final  flowetli^  of  a 
long  fecund  tradition  of  crude 
colonial  clichfe. 

“Hong  Kong  rspresents  a 
flu*  horizon  where  everything 
is  possible,  everything  is 
Imaginable  and  wvoryttiiTig  15 
different  Horn  the  dullness  of 
real,  everyday  life.  Hong 


News  in  brief 


Kong  has  always  held  out  the 
possibility  of  the  salacious, 
the  ^eazy  and  the  seductive." 

It  is  not  only  forelgnss 
who  suffer  from  the  curse  of 
the  clidid.  The  film  director 
Wang,  whose  earlier 
films  include  The  Jc^  Luck 
dab.  Smoke  and  Dim  Sum, 
has  been  pilloried  for  a film 
that  Is  not  even  finished.  The 
Chinese  Box  stars  Jeremy 
Irons  as  a journalist  covering 
the  handover. 

’’Certainly  the  script- 
wftUa-s  of  this  history-ln-the' 
making  piece  are  not  afraid  to 
confront  (diCh^**  ryiwplainivT 
the  South’  China  Morning 
Post,  snggeeting  that  Britons 
m^t  be  “shown  as  some- 
thing other  than  racist 
wasters”. 

'The  best-known  -wrifer  to 
wade  into  these  steamy 
waters  is  Pavd  Thooux,  the 
dyspeptic  travel  -writer  and 
autimr  of  Saint  Jack.  The 
Mosquito  Coast  and  more 
than  20  other  novels.  Hong 
&mg  has  not  been  impressed 
with  the  result,  an  end-tf-em- 
ptre  fi^cn  entitled  Eowloon 
Tong. 

"Why  do  such  a disservice 
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IIS  executes 
22-year-old 

A 22-year-oId  convicted  mur- 
derer was  executed  by  lethal 
injection  in  Oklahoma  yester- 
d^,  tile  youngest  person  put 
to  death  in  the  United  States 
since  capital  punishment 


resumed  in  1978.  officials 
said. 

Scott  Carpenter  was  con- 
-victed  of  murder  lor  stabbing 
to  death  a 56-year-old  shop 
owner  in  1991. — Reuter. 

MoiMcjailed 

The  International  Campaign 
For  Tibet  has  denounced 
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The  Observer 


to  tiie  place  that  is  my  home? 
Rimpiy  to  in  ou  pre- 
handover  interest?”  asked  a 
reviewer,  Kevin  Kwtmg. 

"Why  bother  writing  a book 

thair  hag  nothing  oew Ot  Inter- ' 

pgHtip  to  say,  while  fliere  ara  . 
hundreds  more  of  thera  cheap  1 
thrillers  about  Hcmg  Kong  in  1 
airport  bookshops?”  , 

'Theroux’s  hook  revolves 
arouiri  the  travails  of  a pair 
of  witnpiah  mlrminlB, 

Bunt  Muflard  and  bis  nagging 
mother,  Betty.  The  mother 
sees  the  return  of  Bong  Kong 
to  China  as  a "Chinese  Take- 
away”, reflises  to  eat  Chinese 
fbod  and  calls  all  Chinese 
"Chinky-Chonks". 

The  son  fiends  much  time 
in  girlie  bars.  A running  gag 
is  a Filipino  bar  girl  who 
every  few  pages  suggests; 
'Xet  we  make  smne  finales’'. 

It  is  a book  of  crude  stereo- 
types and  iactahl  howlera. 
Theroux  places  the  Mullards' 
fiunily  stitching  fiictoiy  in 
Kowloon  Tong  — a posh  resi- 
dential area  wifii  no  industry 
fbr  miles. 

Theroux  is  not  alone  in 
ping  up.  Arnote  asserts  confir 
den^  that  the  British  gover- 


\ China  for  jaSisgCbadrel  Rin- 
poche,  a monk,  fbr  six  years 
for  oofludiog  with  the  Dalai 
Lama  in  the  search  for  the 
reincamaflon  of  the  Fancben 
Lama,  the  region’s  second  ho- 
liest cleric.  — Reuter. 

Popularitir  plunge 

the  popularity  of  Furo’s  pres- 
ident,  Alberto  Fujimori,  > 
which  rocketed  after  the , 
April  23  rescue  of  hostages  in 
Lhna,  plunged  17  iwlnb  to , 
SOperceot  in  poiDstiiis-week, ' 
the  Apoyo  SA  pollsters ' 
reported  yesterday. —Beoter.  | 

Moscow  scuffle  j 

The-  flamboyant  Russian  | 
ultra-nationalist  VladLoilr 
Zhirinovsky  scuffled  with  two ' 
ttievlrioo  reporters  yesterday ' 
wbrn  be  was  r^bsed  eotry  to  I 
a secoud-  world  war  com-'i 
memoratlon  in  Moscow  | 
atiesded  by  Ptesideot  Boris 
Yeltsin. — Reuter. 

Walk  in  the  park 

Whistle-blowiDg  - paric  ke8p^ 
ers  stopped  shooing  uature 
lovers  off  the  grass  Jn  most  (rf 
Paris's  parks  yesterday  as 
city  ban  ended  a traditional 
ban  on  people  lounging  on 
Buaiicipia  lawns.  AP. 

Trial  aiUoumed 

The  Halted  Nations  war 
cTizses  txlhiinai  In  Arusha, 
Tanzania,  iodefuiitely  ad- 
journed yesterday  the  trial  of 
Clement  Sayisbema  and  Obed 


nor  win  stay  ontor  another  50 
years.  Several  ventures  even 
get  the  date  of  the  handover 
wrong. 

A newly  released  film. 
Bong  fioQg  '97,  ends  with  a 
buslness^s^Bual  shot  of  the 
territory  on  the  first  day  of 
Chinese  rule.  It  gives  the  date 
as  July  30  •— 30  days  late. 


general  carousing  with  a 
blonde  mistress. 

The  episode  contains  the 
two  seemingly  imlispensabte 
ingredtents  of  all  handover 
fiction;  cross-cultural  sex  and 
at  least  one  sinister  Chinese 
general. 

In  its  most  mellow  incarna- 
tion, China’s  military  appears 


“Thank  God  for  us,  for  you  and  me. 
If  we  didn't  have  each  other,  this 
waiting  around  until  1997  would 
be  unbearable* 


Hong  Kong,  China  by  IWpbArfiotw 


llie  film’s  main  character 
is  an  assassin.  He  runs 
around  Hong  Kong  in  the 
middle  of  summer  wearing  a 
suit  and  black  winter  coat  > 
Though  mostly  moDosyUahic,  i 
be  defends  his  line  of  work: 
"Bey,  it's  not  my  decision , 
who  lives  and  dies.  I do  my 
job  just  like  you  do  and  Fm 
good  at  it  1 take  pride  in  my  j 
-work.”  He  has  just  shot  dead  ' 
a People’s  Llb^tioa  Army ' 


Ruztodana,  two  Rwandan  Hu- 
tus  su^ected  of  Involvement 
in  the  genocide  of  more  than 
' 500,000  Tutsis  in  1994.  It  did 
I not  say  why,  but  said  the  trial 
I would  resume  on  a date  to  be 
I agreeiL^AP. 

: Workers  sacked 

I Mora  than  800  workers  at  BaSr 
ti’s  state-run  tel^bone  com- 
pany TeHeco  will  be  fired  with- 
out severance  pay.  in  the  next 
two  weeks  in  pn^eratioa  for 
privatisatiMi,  its  director,  Jean 
Jaunasee  Eiyeee,  said  to  Port- 
au-Prinoe  yraterday. — Reuter. 

Fleet.claim 

; New  Zealand  said  yesterday 
it  would  ask  china  about 
reports  from  conservation 
groQps  tiud  it  is  buildtog  a 
200-boat  CLshlng  fleet  to  ex- 
ploit lucrative  toothfiah 
grounds  in  the  Southern 
Ocean.  China  has  not  signed 
tiie  1980  Convention,  on  the 
Conservation-  of  Antarctic 
Marine  Living  Resources^ 
which  is  intended  to  jirotect 
the  regioa. — Reuter. 

Tigerpounces 

As  a circus  audience  of  2oo 
children  and  their  femnieij  to 
CarroUtown,  Pennsylvania, 

watched  to  horror,  a . 40COb 
Bengal  tiger  pocm^-mi.  its 
trainer,  $Q-year*old  Wayne 
Frangen,  killing  him  and 
dragging  him  around  the  ring 
by  tiie  neck.  He  had  turned 
his  back. -—AP. 


OAre  violent  criminals  too 
bad  to  be  allowed  to 
(earn?  What  about  drug 

dealers?  Convicted 
members  of  the  IRA? 

• Dec»aAitkenheadonVaterrtineStrass6r 
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as  a malign  but  only  spasmod- 
ically psychotic  force.  Tiger 
Dawn,  a novel  that  mixes 
end-of-empire  themes  with 
tiger  amusing,  has  the  PLA 
in  control  of  every  street. 

It  is  not  -violent  towards  the 
citisenry  "except  for  the 
prodemocracy  activists,  but 
tiiey  were  ^ways  causing 
trouble''. 

Id  1997,  Year  of  the  Ox  heli- 
copter gunships  mow  down 


Christisns  in  Victnu  ntrk. 

Tartan  DrAgoti.inmhtT 
I doom-toden  novel  Anit  life 
after  the  Brittsh  bllom. 
ends  in  shriU  h^'Stoi^;  -‘Vet- 
erans of  the  Tioanmou 
Square  massacre  aisinr  nu- 
merous mass  fcilugii  j(t 
Tibet,  these  brutes  «({ii  not 
hesitate  to  call  out  0 gunn 
and  tanks  at  the  %hte.<ri 
sign  of  resistance  . . rheKe 
were  the  types  to  w!)i  Hi;r 
Majesty’s  Govemmw  en- 
trusted the  six  mUlauiyuido 
ofHoagKung.''  1 
SeN’enU  writers  noiftiiat 
the  Happy  Valley  race  iu-se 
would  make  a good  exH«i^ 
ground  [ 

"Hong  Kong  has 
been  a fevoiuite  barkdrmor 
(Usastm9.'lt  is  fhmUia^ut 
also  exotic  and  alien."  jiid 
P.K.  Leung,  R pnet  ]ad 
scholar  popular  Uong  mg 
culture.  I 

"Casablanca  is  the  placer 
a love  story  but  Hong 
has  always  been  exceUeiutr 
disasters.  Put  this  stiiffh 
New  York  and  the  aadtet 
would  only  laugh.  Put  iti 
Hong  Kong  and  people  fuiq 
plansible."  \ 


Ill-use  and  unkind  weather 
lay  waste  to  China’s  farms  ' 


Router  In  BeQIng 

Human  activity,  overgraz- 
ing and  erosim  are  mak- 
ing vast  swaths  of  Chinese 
fermland  barren  and  costing 
the  country  billions  of  pounds 
each  year  in  direct  ecmioitoc 
Josses,  officials  said  yesterday 
A surv^  by  the  ministry  of 
forestry  found  that  china  has 
neariy  ^.OOO  square  rniioa  of 
sandy  and  rocky  deserts, 
making  up  17.6  per  cent  of  its 
total  area. 

But  under  the  broader  defi- 
nition of  wasteland  used  by 
the  United  Nations,  about 
ImiUloo  square  miles 
more  -tiian  a quarter  of  Chi- 
na’s land — is  desolate. 

‘‘Desertificatiou  is  seri- 
ously harming  China’s  agri- 
cultoral  and  livestock  output 


as  -well  as  the  lives  of  the 
people,"  Wang  Zhibao,  xicA 
minister  forestry,  told  jourl 
ualists  yesterday.  I 

Soil  erosion  b^'  wind,  water  I 
and  ice,  combined  with' 
human  activity,  were  creat- 
tog  deserts  and  wastelands  at 
a rate  of  950  ^uare  miles  a 
year  and  causing  as  much  as 
fetbilUon  a year  in  direct  ectv 
nomic  losses,  he  seid. 

, '^esertificatloQ  of  Chinese 
land  sun  has  not  etrectlvely 
i been  brought  under  ccmtrol. 

I Protecting  against  deaertificn- 
j tion  has  become  one  d our 
I most  presi^big  taSkSi,'' 

China  wee  speoiBng  about 
£46miUlon  a yesr-'frying  to 
check . erosion  and  reduce 
human  damage  to  the  ecoln 
Mr  Wang  said,  adding  that 
the  battle  would  not  be  won 
eoon. 
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obal  hero’s 

St 


imY  dectorate 
185  Tory  MPs, 
I ■ over  which  six 
I ' -leaderahtp  • candi- 
1 mm  dates  are  haMing, 
peenaM  by  a.  ftutber  ooie 
fyeatecday  with  the  sudden 
/death  at  .64'  of  Sir  Michael 
I Sher^,  irtio  had  the 
hi^yy-re^ed  ConserraUve. 

! MP  fbr  t^ridge  since  1972. 

On  Thpradey  laa  week  he 
xiarrowly;  smlded  bting  en- 
guUM  ^ 'jtee  Labour  tide, 
retalnlnglbte  seat  by  a scanty 
724-1^;  iariare<w  doWn-  fh»n 
12»sn  fai  1822.  This  must  have 
been  a shocik:  the  seat,  once 

ibctU^i  W^rptnal  haij  alwra 

been  considered  sate  ter  the 
Toriiea.  He  areoov»ed  enough. 
tOidiarealugiHplr^diQDer  1 
on  T^tesday  night  with  Us 
longtime  firtend  Sir  Patrick 
Cormack.  Shershy  was  always 
reastmaUe  and  courteous  but 
could  relax  cximidetdy  only 
widi  .dose  Mends. 

Ifis  political  sunriyal,  if 
only  ter  a 2^  -days,  vraa  al- 
most certainly  due  to  Us  as- 
siduous .woiic  in  protecting 
ttie  west  London  subuiban 
seat,  near  Heathrow,  where  he 
was  horn-  He  complained 
repeatedly  hecatise  Hillingdon 
council  had  to  pick:  up  the  tab 
for  homeless  arrivals  at 
Heathrow,.  iiv»iMdiwg  parent- 
less- young ' BtUopians.  He 
resisted  the  Government’s 
capping  of  his  local  council 
and  he  campaigned  for  “strict 
control”  of  imm^ration.. 

He  was  also  active  in  pro- 
tecting his  constituency’s 
threatened  green  areas,  in- 
cluding a xecesrt  eftert  by. 
Warner  Brothers  and  MAI  to 
spend  £225  aillicm  on  a theme 
park  and  film  studios  in  Ux- 
bridge; with  the  h(^  of  at- 
tracting three  million  visitors,: 
He  opposed  this  as  the  local 
MP  and  the  unpaid  president 
the  Tiondon  Green  Belt 


.OoundL.  He  .underlined  *>*<« 
In  a speech  a year  ago 
on ' the  Metropolitan  Groop 
Belt,  perhaps  to  contrast  it 
with  his  work  as  a paid  lobby- 
ist ter  the  Police  Federation 
since  1969  and,  since  1977,  fbr 
the  Sugar  Bureau,  which  pro- 
^8  the  interests  of  Tate  & 

I Lyifi  and  other  sugar  giants. 

I He  was.^iecialiy  active  on 
' erzmlnal  justice  bills,  suggest- 
^ .the  modifications-  pre- 
terred  by  the  Police  Fed^- 
tkm,  always  w»iring  ccykal 
clear  fbr  whom  he  was- acting, 
^ways  hard-working; 
Shereby.  did  not  allow  such  , 
adwcacy  to  inteitete  with  Us  | 
parliamentary  or  constitu- 
teK^'work.'.&  served  as  a 
awiiw  chainnan  parliamen- 
tary committees  for  more 
a doeai  years  gr>a  ^ the  tax- 
ing public  aooocmtt  oonuntt- 
tee.  -As  chaintian  of  the  UK- 
- Falklands'  group,  he  led  thi^ 
ddegatlcms  to  tlie  tgianHa 
It  was  a mystery  why  such 
an  able  and  dedicated  paiUa- 
mMrtwriftn  never  madp  it 
ministerial  office.  The  answer 
pirohahly  lies  in  the  tect 
two  years  after  he  won  Ux- 
bridge in  the  1973  bydecdoii, 
Shersby  became  PPS  to 
Michael  HeseUne.  Wben  ap- 
proached by  Margaret 
Thatcher’s  ^i^pj^rs-in,  he 
refused  to  join  her  successful 
1975  bid  for  the-  leadership. 
She  may  weQ  have  hartonr^ 
a grudge  againat  njain- 
stceeun  ’Tory. 

" Xb  the  absence  of  office,  he 
was  aUe  to  do  Us  own  filing. 
One  of  Us  early  crusades  was 
to  limit  trials  of  dazed  elderiy 
shopUftecs  by  maisMwg-  such 
.nrosecufioins  be  iaitiated  <h^ 
^ chief  constables.  & tried  to 
improve  - conservation  in  a 
variety  d bills,  inctciding  one 
to  srt  tqp  the  Royal  Parks  Cttir 
stebulaiy.  fie  was  also  sensi- 
tive to  unfair  trade  practices. 


I sudi  as.  itepanese  curbs  on 
I BrUsb  cstoortSb  Be  became 
secretary  d PailUimeDf  s Es- 
I peranto  Group.  More  signifi- 
I cantly,  after  a 1981  visit  to  the 
FaBdaads,  he  warned  against- 
' Withdrawing  the 
I gunboat  HMS  Endurance, 
Shrewdly  predictizig  it  was 
IfkOIy  to  encourage  an  Argen- 
fine  invasltxL 

Sir  Michael  (he  was 
knighted  in  1995)  was  bom  in 

TRVanliafn  jq  1933,  the  SOU  of  a 

Port  of  LiMidtei  eicecufive, 
was  .educated  at  John. . Lyon  : 
School,  Hcurow-on-the-lfilL 
IBs  working  lite  started  at  19. 
with  .a  lO-year'  stint  at  ffis' 

AssoCjiatioil  of  Speciaff^f 

HUn'  Producers;  moving  on  |b 
the  ' Britl^  Industrial 
Association.  Be  became  - a 
director  of  Buxton  (^roup  P3r 
nanciaL  Services,  a subsidiary 
of  the  tailoring 
After  becoming  an  MP, 
ai^rt  from . lobbying  fbr  -the 
Police  . Federation  and  the  . 
Sugar  Bureau,  be  was  also  a 
director  of  Cadogan. Manage- 
ment Ltd,  which  had-a  num-  j 
ber  of  big  cIimits^  inclnding 
Motorola.  . 

Be  had  joined. the  Toimg 
Conservatives  at  18  and  made 
it  oh  to  Paddington  borou^ 
council'  by  1968  (at  9^  and 
Westminster  city  . by 

1964.  His  next  break  came  in 
19^  whim,  he'  won  the  Ux- 
brid^  byelection  after,  the 
deafii  of  Charles  Curran,-  the 
popular  ri^twing  London 
■Evening  Nem  joucsalis^  de- 

ftMH-irip  the  dhayfamatfr  T.iK. 

erad  Manneila  .Sykes. 

Be  is  survi^  by  Us  wife. 
Lady  Bart»ra;axid  his  sonand 
dau^xter. 
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Slr'fJullah)  Michael  ^wsby,  pol- 
itician, bom  febniary  - 17,  - 1933; 
diedM^6.1997  . 


Donald  Nicholl 


Tower  of  sagacity  and  wit 


Donald  nicholl,  i 

who  has  died  aged  73,  i 
was  a towering  figure  I 
as  a-  tea^r,  as  a 
thinker  and,  in  Us  eariier 
la3r$,  as  an  openii^  batsman. 
He  stood  6ft  Sins  in  bis  socks. 
In  his  pilgrim's  journal  en- 
titled The  Testing  of  Hearts 
(1989),  he  ended  one  entry:  “Is 
cricket  a necessary  prae^ 
peratio  enongeHca  for 
Chrhtianit^’ 

'There  was'  nothing  restric- 
tive abrat  his  fiiought  which 
was  full  of  subtle  humour. 
Ckmunissloned  to  write  the 
paperback  Hotinea  (1981).  Us 
first  sentence  read:  "A  cer- 
tain feeling  of  absurdity 
comes  over  one  on  being 
asked  to  write  about  holi- 
ness . . ” A fourth  edition  has 
just  sgi>peared. 

He  was  bom  into  the  work- 
ing <dass  of  oorthem  England, 
where  his  family  lived  in  the 
Peottlnes  and  were  devout 
Anglicans,  ^ere  was  not 
much  money  about  and  times 
were  fir^uteitly  bard.  It  was 
not  until  a year  after  the 
second  wozid  war  (in  wUcb 


he  served  'in  India  as  a 
soldier)  that  he  decided  to 
become  a Catholic. 

Thai  in  1947  he  married 
DcHTtehy,  by  whom  he  .bad- 
four  daughters  and  one  son. 
Theirs  was  an  extremely 
happy  marriage.  Three  years 
earlier,  Dort^by  had  - given 
the  works  Saint  John  of  ttie 
Cross  as  a blrfiiday  present 
was  cCten  to  write  and 
lecture  about  this  saint  and 
Us  teachings  on  the  spiritual 
way  of  detachment  But  be 
always  successteUy  human- 
ised the  saint  by  adding  that 
John’s  tevonrite  dish,  was 
spinach.  He  had  an  eye  for 
racb  details. 

1 first  met  Um  at  the  end  of 
the  1940s,  whte)  I was  running 
a little  review  called  The 
Wind  and  the  Rain.  We  had 
recently  been  sent  Held- 
egger's  Existence  and  Being 
and  here  at  least  was  someme 
prepared  to  t^e  it  on.  I ex- 
plaUed  that  the  fee  would  be 
only  half-a-guinea  but  in  less 
than  a fortni^t  he  had  pro- 
duced 2,000  words  of  bard- 
Utting  argument.  “I  had  to 


cut  5weeepingly,V  he  ' con- 
fessed. “My  notes  aloae  cov- 
ered 20  pages!” 

■For  more  than  a quarter  cf 
a century  NidbOU  tau^t  his- 
tory and  rri^ious  studies-  at 
various  universities,  includ- 
ing Edinburg  Keele  and  Cal- 
ifonda.  A meeting  he  had 
with  the  late  Sir  Maurice 
Powlcfce  was  to  leave  its 
mark.  The  elder  historian  had 
complained  how  bis  new  book 
on  13th  century  England  had 
prompted  scone  reviewers  to 
say  fiiat  it  should  have  been 
chopped  into  neat  chapters  <m 
home  and  foreign  ptdicy,  fol- 
lowed by  a third  dbapter  on 
religion  and  others  devoted  to 
art  architectnre  and  litera- 
ture. Yet  life  is  not  like  fiiat 
Powlcke  pointed  out  adding 
fiiat  on  the  same  day  as 
Henry  in  was  discussing  with 
architects  file  rebinUing  of 
Westminster  Abbey,  he  was 
also  wiah-rng  decislons  about 
ecclesiastical  appointments 
ginrt  |dans  fbr  sending.armies 
to  Fiance.  Nicholl  learnt  ftnm 
Powlcke  the  historical  impoiv 
tance  of  “interw^nring.” 


Letters:  Michael  Harbottle  and  Hughte 

Atom  Ctoi  brilliant  effect  on  pro-  pellizig  formula  for  defi^ 

M^^SliSSw^stic  and  iects  for  the  world's  children,  the  peace  process,  one  ^uch 
iumoaftd^people.^chael  terbetter  relattans  with  file  be«  e^pted  g ofllcW 
u Mfw  m »Tien  USSR  (Michael  bad  es-  UN  puhUcatUms.  He  would 

ISS^OTCdui?tap£S^  S^Saipodr^rtwito  d^^  ly 

KteSl^hi^bSS.  Gorbachev),  for  finding  and  an^  with  a gardening  fork 
hJ  WM  rSodwoi^Si  mobilising  peace-lovtog  wi&  three  prow  afi  ,of 
toto  his  eruls  and  admirals,  for  DN  which  were  as  necessary  for 
S^keSiiiig.  Michael  was  a peace  as  for  digging: 
S*aS^  SSiSrat?»na-  tiSES^mdteacher as  weU as  keeping^  — 

amanofactton-Hisbooksare  forces  from  atodring  ^ 
Snportant  texts  for  UN  forces;  other;  peacMM^  — bi^ 
SESt  ^ a also  most  readable,  i^  fiiem  togetherm  fr^ 

SSTri^^rkedteeS  a simple  but  com-  ship:  and  peac&bufldmg  - 


with  Inrilltent  effect  <»  pro- 
jects for  the  world's  children, 
for  better  rdatkms  with  Qie 
then  USSR  (Michael  bad  es- 
tablished a good  rapport  with 
Gorbachev),  fbr  finding  and 
Tnni>niatog  peace-loving  gen- 
CTV?*  admirals,  fbr  DN 

peace-keeping.  Michael  a 
thinker  teacher  as  well  as 

a man  (tf  acticm.  His  books  are 
important  teris  for  UN  forces; 

they  are  also  most  readable. 
He  devised  a simple  but  com- 


Jackdaw 


Backtracking 

the  US  Standard 

gauge  (distance  between  fiie 
rails)  is  4 ftet  S.S  inches. 

TTiat  *3  an  exceedingly  odd 
number.  Why  was  that  gau^ 

used?  Because  fiiat's  the  way 
thn' built  them  is  England, 
and  the  US  railroads  wCTe 
buUt  by  Eng^ 

Why  did  t&eSngUsb  p^e 

build  them  like  that? 
the  first  rafi  lines b^t 

by  fiiesamepecple  who  built 

So  pre-railroad  tram  W« 
Hiwi  that's  the  gauge  they  ^ ^ 
S5d%niy  dte**they*'  use  that 
gauge  then? 

who  boUt  the  tram- 


ingwagons,  which  used  that 
wheelspacing.  , 

Okay!  Why  did  the  wagons 
use  that  odd  vriieel  spacing? 
Well,  if  they  tried  to  use  any 
other  spacing  the  wagons 
would  break  on  some  of  the 
old.  iongdisfance  toads, 
because  tibafstiie  spacing  of 
the  old  wheel  ruts. 

So  who  built  these  old 
rutted  roads?  The  first  long- 
distance roads  in  Europe 

w»«  bnfitl^  Imperial  Rome 

fbr  the  benefit  of  its.legioBS. 
The  roads  have  been  used 

ever  since.  And  therute?  ^ie 

initial  ruts,  vrtii^ 

^ had  to  mat^  fortear  of 
destroying  their  wagons, 
wm  first  made  by  Roman 

war  chariots.  Sinre  foe 
chariots  were  made  ter  or  by 
imperialRome  they  w^  ^ 
alike  in  the  matter  of  wheel 

spacing.  Tlius,  we  have  the 
answer  to  the  original 

tions.  The  United  Sta^sto- 
dard  niilroed  gau^tf 4 feet 

inches  derives  from  me 

original^tecifScatiDnfotan . 

hnperial  Roman  army  war 

chariot.  Specs  and  bureau- 
cracies live  forevar. 


I wonder  wnat  Dorse’s  ass 
came  up  with  it  you  may  be 
exaefiy  right  Because  the 
j Imperial  Roman  chariots 
were  made  to  be  just  wide 
Qoongh  to  acctexunodate  fhe 
back-ends  of  two  war  horses. 
jii/undtyJohnBeanmthe 
alt,^tlltiore.urbanneu$- 

group 

Great xeriscape 

JUST  about  everyfoil^s  big 
in  Teres.  But  wbmi  it  comes 

to  water,  welL  there’s  litOe  to 
sp^  of.  So  how  do  some 
Texas  homeowners  reconcile 
their  desire  fbr  vast  green 
yards  with  a foortage  ofHp? 
The  answer  fisxeriscaplim — 
a very  big  vroxd  indeed. - 
Derived  from  the  greek  . 
word XBVS,  meaning  dry,  xen- 
scapii^  is  a form  ofland- 
scaping  tbars  miserly  wifo 
water.  And  afoile  itnuo^  con- 
jnre  up  images  (tftuxnUeweed 
landsteipes  devoid  of  greenery 
save  foe  occasional  cactus,  • 
you  can  bet  your  ll>ga31on  hat 
that  axeriscap^  yard  canbe 
asbreutHblandlttahasa  . 
Gauguin  backdrop. 

Xerlsceplng  fundamentals 
jnejyde  naing  native  and  adai^ 


Once  when  NIctatdl  bad 
been  lecturing  to  a distzn- 1 
giiished  gathering  of  the  New-  i 
man  Society  in  Pails,  Yvonne 
Din  wl day  found  herself  later 
in  the  kitdbtens  below.  There, ' 
to  her  amazement,  she  saw 
Donald  with  an  inm  in  his 
hand.  *1  am  ironing  a dress  I 
for  one  of  my  litQe  dansb- ' 
ters,”  was  Ms  explanatiMi. 
That  was  in  the  1950s,  when  ft  | 
was  still  virtually  noknown  | 
for  tefiiers  — let  alone  pro- 
fessors — to  help  in  domestic  i 
ways.  He  was  a very  practical  j 
parenL 

The  great  challenge  to  Don- 
ald and  Dorofiiy  occurred  in 
1961,  when  he  was  appointed 
rector  of  foe  Benin  epical 
Centre  at  Tantur,  near 
Jerusalem.  To  foe  Tiddet.  to 
vfolch  he  coaitributed  some 
130  articles,  be  sent  regular 
'Tetters”  about  his  five  years 
at  the  eeixtre.  There  was 
much  ithfi^tiz^  between  fiie 
denominations  and  he  learnt 
to  te  wary  of  "ecumenical 
careerists”. 

He  also  listened  attentively 
and  found  that  «»»fM>HTni»a 


PiefaWiehInp  the  lennial,  eco- 
nomic flTHl  prilitiftal  linkfi  that 
btod  OwTwai-  enemies  in  peac^ 
fkil  relationships.  This  last 
provided  the  name  of  the 
organisation  set  up  by  Eirwen 
anid  him  to  CaXTy  OUt  foefr 
works.  Michael  was  a good 

maT>  and  a bxave  nne. 

Sguadnn  Leader  (Rt^  Dennis 
Bird  writes:  Dennis  Barker’s 
obituary  d Hn^hie  Green 
, (Blov  9 dfsDusses  in.  a few 
lines  one  intot^tsut  aspect  of 
the  TV  star’s  career.  Passion- 
ately keen  on  aviation,  he  was 


i tiveplants,  creating  effleent 
irrigation  systems,  improving 

gOP  ^alMy  atiH  miilchiTig.  Tn 

places  like  central  Texas, 

' where  droughts  are  so  bad 
you  can  gri  fined  up  to  £2,000 
fbr  ovm'  watering,  residents 
who  xeriscape  may  reduce  the 
amounted yard  work  by  as 
much  as  60  per  cent  And  xeri- 
scaped  yards  require  less 
work  overall— a big  draw  to 
those  who  have  eaiduredun-  ' 
bearably  hot  summers  trying 
to  revive  a onceplnsh  bhmket 
Kentucky  Unegrass  turned 
Cleveland  brown. 
Titmoffyour^rinklersand 
hoidywhoses.Motiur  Jones 

Talwawaqfait 

JUST  what  Edvard  Munch 
would  have  foou^ifhe 
could  have  seen  foalaflataMB 
v^ision  histemous  paint- 
ing of  The  Ecremn^  (now 

on  sale  at  £30  and  "ascraam  at 
any  party,  tbe'perfect  gift  for 
an  angst-iidden  art  lover") 
wiUftelunafc3y  never  be 
Imcwn.  Likewise  the  thoughts 
of  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  con- 
fronted by  the  Mona  Lisa 
fh^iMrling  giMhiOH  (inriiides 
batteries,  8,000 dhuddes 


l^choU  . . . i 
telling  detail 


eye  fbr  the 


life  was  more  wondeifUl  than 
fiction.  A Holocaust  victim 
toLd  him  how  he  bad  survived 
Ausdhwitz  by  ccnivtocing  him- 
self that  he  was  a bird  wlm 
could  fly  away  whenever  be 
wanted  to.  In  a “holy  land” 
beset  by  political  divisjons  be- 
tween Jew  and  Arab,  meboD. 
would  "observe  the  birds  fly- 
zQg  over  the  man-enforced 
boundaries”.  His  observations 
have  the  wisdom  of  a sage. 


a good  pilot  himsdlf.  After 
serving  in  the  war  in  the  I 
Royal  nanadian  Air  Fmrce,  he  I 
took  ont  a rivnian  pllofs 
Ucenoe  and  flew  his  own  aero- 
plane, a Cessna  310.  in  April 
1968  be  hosted  a Double  Your 
bimsj  TV  show  at  foe  RAF 
sbatioQ  at  Gatow  in  West  Ber- 
lin,. and  flew  there  in  his  own 
alxciaft.  I was  a passenger  in 
an  RAF  Pembroke  on  that  oo- 
casi^  foUowing  him  up  the 
B^lin  corridor  in  order  to 
take  part  in  his  quiz.  Suddenly 
our  pilot  received  disturbing 
news:  Hoghle  had  been  shot  at 


I gaaranteed).  Or  indeed  a host 
of  artists  whow  work  Is  now 
appropriated,  in  evermlnd- 
numbingly  trivialfbnn.  by  the 

art  mArrhandifilng  induatay. 

Thanks  to  the  creative  min^ 
j behind  fiiis  growth  industry 
I ofart-basedtatthsrelsno 
. respect  of  our  lives,  however 
humble,  which  cannot  be 
; transformed  by  the  fhiry's 
kiss  ofHaute  Culture. 

Opening  our  eyas  to  the 

ipglring  nightmare  of  amelt- 
ing  Dali  dock  (£1^  we  rush 
to  take  a cold  shower,  doubly 
x^Breshiog  bdiind  our  Birth  of 
Veruttcurtain  wifo  decorative 
sh^  hooks  (£39  AS),  ttience  to 
foe  frid^  caretel  not  to  dis- 
lodge tbeDavld  and  Venus 
magnets  (£10B5).  where  we  tm 

our  C4zanne  mug  (£7A5)  with 
orange  juice,  fling  a croissant 
on  oifr  Raphiri  cherub  tray 
(£8.9S)  end  ourself  onto  foe 
nearest  armchair  (whoops) 
forgetting  to  reinove  the 
screaming  cushioa  tees,  poor 
Edvard  a^te)  but  oh  so  com- 
tertablynestliogintooiirlux-  i 
urious  triple-woven  Van  ,(5<^  I 
gnnflowers  throw  (machine-  I 
wsdiahle  lOO percent  cottozi, 
Drresiog  is  redlly  an  art 
when frsmedpy our  FLoreik-  . 


OBITUARIES  11 

BoseBigman 

Wincheii’s 
Girl  Friday 


Rose  bigm.^n,  who 

has  died  aged  87,  was 

asupivorofafebled 

in  American  jour- 
nalism. She  was  also  a 
survivor  of  a vanishing  breed, 
the  "Girl  Fridays”  who  found 
a vicarious  outlet  for  great 
abilities  as  the  silent  sidekick 
of  a powerful  boss,  a real-life 
Della  Street  though  in  her 
case  apparently  without  a 
romantic  interest  in  her 
Perry  Mason. 

For  35  years  Miss  Bigman 
(to  call  her  Ms  would  have 
been  a grating  anachronism) 
was  foe  secr^ary  to  Walter 
Winchell,  the  feared  and 
courted  columnist  who  culti- 
vated the  myth  of  Broadway. 
In  the  middle  of  a world  of 
glamour,  glitz  and  show 
business,  booze,  broads  and 
intrigue,  she  lived  an 
austere,  even  puritanical, 
existence.  It  was,  however,  a 
comfortable  life.  She  was 
X>aid  an  excellent  saCtery  by 
the  great  man  and  saw  no 
reason  why  she  should  not 
accept  theatre  tickets, 
meals  offered  to  the  great 
man  and  even  foe  occasional 
Christinas  present  which  he  i 
refused  to  accept  I 

Winchell  was  the  subject  of 
half  a dozen  books  but  the 
most  memorable  of  many  at- 
tempts to  catch  his  insidious 
persona  was  foe  screen  por- 
trayal by  Burt  Lancaster  as 
the  columnist  JJ  Hunziger 
in  The  Sweet  Smell  pfSiwc^ 
— except  that  the  real 
Winchell  was,  if  anything, 
even  more  tieazy  and  un- 
scrupulons  than  Hunziger. 

Winchell  was  a night-owL 
His  beat  was  the  ni^tolubs 
and  bars,  the  first  nights  and 
theatrical  parties  of  the 
Great  White  Way.  Less 
romantically,  he  depended  on 
Rose  Bigman  to  comb 
through  foe  hopefiil  offerings 
of  armies  of  press  agents, 
desperate  for  a mention,  how- 
ever dig^iting,  in  the  staccato 
prose  of  foe  columns  Win- 
chell sold  to  some  2,000  news- 
papers across  the  US  or  in  his 
insinuating  Sunday  night 
radio  Show. 

So.  while  the  great  colum- 
nist taxied  from  one  Man- 
hattan watering  hole  to  the 
•next,  his  ear  ever  alert  for 
foe  snapping  of  a tw^  that 
might  herald  the  arrival  of  a 
new  star  or  the  slipping  a 
career.  Bigman  worked  alone 
in  his  office  at  the  New  York 
Mirror  building  on  East  4Stb 
Street,  typing  at  high  speed. 
She  fended  off  the  hungry 
swarms  of  press  agents  and 
sued  enveOop^  with  labels 
such  as  "Things  1 Never 
Ehew  Until  Now”  or  “Man 
About  Town”  for  the  great 


Niehon  twice  visited  Russia 
and  his  last  book  was  The 
Triumph  of  the  Spirit  tn 
Russia,  d which  he  saw  an 
advance  copy  just  before  he 
died.  (It  is  to  be  published  on 
May  20  by  Darton.  Longman 
& Todd).  It  is  a superb  mosaic 
which  brings  toother,  among 
others.  Saint  Seraphim  of  the 
I8fii  century,  Dostoevsky  of 
the  19th  and  ADarya  Yudina  of 
the  20th.  'The  book  tells  bow. 
during  the  si^  of  Stelin- 
grad.  Stalin  sent'  Yudina 
20,000  roubles  for  a recording 
of  her  playing  of  Mozart’s 
Piano  concerto  No.  23.  She 
wrote  back  to  thank  say- 
ing  that  she  was  giving  the 
money  to  her  loc^  church 
and  that  she  was  asking  the 
Lord  to  teigive  '*foe  Leader 
his  great  sins”. 

Others  had  been  arrested 
and  executed  Ite’  far  less  but 
nothing  happened  to  Yudina. 
Her  recording  was  aa  Stalin’s 
record-player  when  he  found 
dead  In  his  dacha.  It  was  the 
last  thing  to  which  he  had 
listened. 

Tlftnald  NiChoU  gariiar  this 
year  said  to  me:  “As  a histo- 
rian I have  read  many  com- 
mentaries on  the  life  of  Jesus. 
Now  I am  only  waiting  to 
follow  him.” 


Bragrbrook* 


Donald  Nicholl,  historian,  bom 
July  23, 1923;  died  May  3. 1997 


by  a Russian  MiG-15  jet 
f^hter.  Would  we  meet  foe 
same  fete?  It  was  a dicy  half- 
hour  before  we  landed  Intact 
at  Gatow.  In  the  mess  that 
evetong,  Hu^e  gave  us  a 
cbloiuftil  account  of  his  own. 
more  adventurous,  flight  In 
that  robust  atmosphere  he  dis- 
carded the  rattier  oozy,  senti- 
mentel  persona  that  had  be- 
come fewHiar  qu  TV  and 
became  a livdy  laccmteur.  I 
hare  happy  memories  him, 
both  in  Beriln  and  in  Loodom 

and  after  all.  1 took  £500  edf 
hlrn 


Birthdays 


Richard  Adams,  author.  77; 
Alan  Bennett,  dramatist,  63; 
Candice  Bergen,  actress.  51; 
James  L Brooks,  film  dir- 
ector, screenwriter,  57;  Nina 
Campbell,  interior  designer, 
5%  Dr  John  Cook,  director. 
Inner  Cities  Young  People’s 
Project.  57;  Terry  Downes, 
boxer,  61;  Albert  Finney, 
actor,  director,  61;  Linda 
Finnic,  opera  singer,  45; 
Carlo  Mkria  Ginlzsi,  con- 
ductor, 83;  Sir  Geoffrey 
Holland,,  educationalist, 
vice-chancellor,  Ebieter  Uni- 
versity, 59;  Richard 
Honghton.  racehorse ' 
trainer.  57;  Glenda  Jackson. 
MP,  actress  and  Minister  of 
Transport  in  London,  6i; 
Billy  Joel,  singer,  48; 
Mktthew  Kelly,  television 
presenter,  47;  Gavin  Lyall, 
anthor,  65;  Geraldine 
McEwan,  actress,  65;  Prof 
Alistair  MacFarlane.  prin- 
cipal, Heriot-Watt  Uni- 
versity. 66;  Brian  Mc- 
Master,  director.  Eklinburgh 
Festival,  54:  Dick  Morrissey, 
sazoifoonist,  57;  Bill  Olner, 
Labour  MP,  55;  Sir  David 
Plastow,  chairman,  Inchape 
pic,  65;  Vernon  Sankey, 


man  to  pillage  when  he 
finally  arrived  in  his  office 
after  his  devoted  secretary 
had  left  at  ei^t  o'clock  after 
a nine  or  10-bo ur  ^y. 

It  was  not  Winehell's  nice- 
ness or  understanding  that 
commanded  her  loyalty.  He 
flew  into  rages  over  the 
smallest  mistake  and  she  told 
Winehell's  biographer  ttiat 
she  was  so  much  in  awe  of 
him  that  she  would  never  go 
put  to  lunch.  *1  would  practi- 
cally die,”  she  added,  “before 
1 would  go  to  the  ladies 
room.” 

The  biographers  of  Win- 
chell have  speculated  that 
her  devotion  was  not  only 
motivated  by  fear,  however. 
She  herself  told  one  of  them: 
“He  was  a sort  of  tether 
image  to  me.  I think  that’s 
why  I took  foe  yelling  and 
everything.  I dim’t  have  a 
tefoer,  so  I took  it  from  him." 

Orphaned  as  a child,  she 
was  brought  up  in  Man- 
hattan by  a series  of  aunts. 
After  an  early  marriage 
ended  In  divorce,  she  went  to 
work  as  secretary  to  a succes- 
sion of  businessmen.  She 
heard  from  the  son  of  one  of 
these  earlier  employers  chat 
Winehell’s  secretary  needed 
additional  help  to  deal  with 
his  mail.  After  that  pre- 
decessor followed  her  hus- 
band to  Hollywood,  Bigman 
took  over  and  stayed  with 
Winchell  from  1935  until  he 
stopped  writing  his  column 
in  1962.  five  years  before  his 
death. 

For  the  last  so 

years,  the  glory  de- 
parted, Rose  Bigman 
lived  quietly  in  New 
York’s  Greenwich  Village. 
She  seemed  lonely,  though 
she  entertained  a few  friends, 
in  an  apartment  uphoZ^ered 
wifo  mementos  of  ber  boss 
and  hung  with  photographs 
of  him  hobnobbing  with 
Hollywood  and  Broadway 
celebrities. 

She  agreed  to  help  one  bi- 
ographer  with  his  life  of 
Winchell.  but  was  displeased 
by  the  result  Recently,  when 
another  writer  persuaded  her 
to  help  wifo  an  eifolbition 
commemorating  the  New 
York  journalism  of  Win- 
cheii’s generation,  she  con- 
tributed Winehell's  type- 
writer. the  instrument  on 
which  she  was  a virtuoso,  but 
denied  the  well-circulated 
rumours  that  be  carried  a 
silver-plated  pistol  with  him 
on  his  late-night  rounds. 

Ctotifrey  Hodgson 

Rose  Bigman,  secretary,  born 
1909;  died  April  23, 1997 


chief  executive,  Reckitt  and 
Colman.  48;  Joan  Sims, 
actress,  67;  Marc  Slnden, 
actor  and  former  artistic 
director.  Mermaid  Theatre. 
43. 


Death  Notices 

SULUVAN  Ted,  idorad  huatend  tnd 
tattwr,  (Md  cuddaniy  on  Sutd^  May  4lh 
•god  Bl  Betfi  M DaganMin.  Tnda  Unlen 
official  vtd  polltfcBi  ooMM.  ho  gwo  his 
We  le  Ihe  llDM  agtfiwt  ii4uctieo  and  to  m 
search  tor  peueTHo  *ai  lowad  ana  will  be 
missed  by  sll  ha  touehsd. 

In  Memoriam 

BOULTON  John,  I memorfal  aarviea  wdl 
os  hsW  el  the  Friande  Mseilna  House. 
MouM  Snei « aMpm  on  Friday  iom  Uay. 

Memorial  Services 

B.VIIL  A msnwrW  to  cemmainoratB  the 
IHe  el  Margorai  Elvin.  wtu  lake  ONee  on 
mday  MVi  May  m tfw  Lasfls  Siaphan 
Room,  Trinity  twi,  CambrWsa  el  smpin. 
All  irlenM  eeiconiB.  No  flewsn. 
snVHQFBLLOw.  Wwa  a piano  nnsr  o( 
Holloway.  London.  Friands.  eualomars  ara 
OMtod  10  a eaMOraOon  e(  Na  Me  on  Saar> 
day  Uay  TTUi  at  3pni  ai  SL  Gaorgo's  Can* 
ire,  Craforri  noadTlMM  H7.  Phone  019B3 
8BC187  ior  inora  daalia. 

■To  placa  your  otsiouneefnaM  lelaphona 
Oiri  Ttt  4587  sr  lax  Pin  71S  4i9P  bawrean 
Sam  and  3pm  Mon.Pil 


tine«tyle  ^ mirror  (E95)  in 
which  we  thou^tfifl^  reflect 
foe  formality  ctf  our  Klimt  tie 
(£89A6>  and  our  Four  'Nfices 
cuff-links  (£32.95)  for  the 
street  credibility  of  our 
CSlouds-and-bowl£ffJiat 
Magritte-style  T-shirt  (£19A5>. 
Thm  hf  s off  to  the  tube,  grab- 
bii^  our  Matisse  cut-out  duffle 
bag  In  durable  plaster  with 
aiifustable  shoulder  strap 
^3435)  and  not  minding  the 
rain  because  we’re  9^  and 
snug  beneath  out  Blu&SkieS' 


Kitsch  Art 


Ttt  ter  tat ...  in  Art  Review 


With-Fluffir-Wbite-Clouds- 
Miagritte-stide  umbrella 
(£49.95).  Arriving  at  work . . . 
but  no.  stop,  enou^  you  get 
tZie  picture. 

Art  Review  gives  aless  than 

faoourablereolewofart 

inerchanttise. 

Airport  inseciafly 

THE  GREAT  American  air- 

porih^  adistinctiOD  Shared 
wifo  no  ottier  national  institn- 
tiozL  When  fined  up  at  file  New 
YorkBankforWaiting,terex- 
ampte,  you  can  lan^  an  you 
like  about  making  an ’“un- 
authorised Withdrawal”  atpis- 
tol  pednt  While  detail  ^ 
the  pitiless  warders  of  foe  De- 
parboent  of  Motor  Vdiicles, 
you  are  allowed  to  Joke  about 
foe  merits  of  ttie  Albanian 
Ministry  ofTourism.  But 
while paas^tbnm^  the  sau- 
sage winphTTtft  of  aviation  “se- 
curity^itisa&derelreqmre- 
meDt  that  you  keep  a poker 
tece.  Jokes  are  not  just 
frowned  upotL  They  are  ua- 
lawfoL  THby,  you  know  ttie 
material  they  use  to  make  the 
black  box?  can't  they 
make  the  whole  plane  ont  of 
that  staff?'’  'Ton  have  foe 


rightto  remain  silent. ..”) 

I am  finding  it  increasin^y 

difn<»nU-*n  maiTitairi  tha  ragni- 

site  silence.  On  checking  in.  I 
want  to  be  aUe  to  ask  foe 
following  perfectly  serious 
questions  (tf  foe  ground  staff. 

“Did  you  pack  your  own  bags 
toda)^  they  been  with 

you  at  all  times?  Did  anybody 
give  you  anything  to  bring  to 
tile  airport’ 

I actually  did  ask  these  foe 
other  day,  to  see  if  foey  would 
ask  me  was  asking.  Tbey 

did  and  I had  my  answer 
ready.  “Because  you  have  ac- 
cess to  the  plane,  the  ramp  and 
the  luggage  before  taking  off 
andldon’t  Andbecauselam 
going  to  be  flying  on  titis  plane 
and  you’re  not  Are  you  trying 
tobetenny?” 

Christopher  Hitchens  interro- 
gates the  interrogators  in 
VanityFair 

' Jadataa  waniSjewels.  &mail 
Jackdaw®gwxrdlan.e(Uik.: 
fax  01 71- 713 4366;  write  to 
Jdekdato,  TheGuanban, 

119  Farringdon  Road, 

London  EC1R3ER. 


Hannah  Pool 
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It’s  now  up  to  the  IRA 

Nothing  can  happen  until  a ceasefire  is  declared 


and  Patrick  Mayhew  started  sontetidng 
ttter  were  unable  to  finish,  so  it  now 
fails  to  Tony  Blair  and  Mo  Mowlam  to 
see  if  they  can  do  any  better.  Once 
again,  let  us  hope  that  they  can  — and 
that  the  Conservatives  in  opposition 
will  give  Labour  the  all-party  support 
which  Labour  consistently  est^ded  to 
the  Major  government  It  is  important 
that  ttie  Tory  Party  is  not  suborned  by 
the  ghosts  of  Lord  Randolph  Churchill 
or  F E Smith  into  playing  the  Orange 
card.  The  six  Tory  leadersh4>  contend- 
ers ou^t  to  affirm  their  commitment  to 
a continuing  bipartisan  aps»x>a(dL. 

Nevertheless,  Labour  now  has  a 
chance  (whidi  would  be  greater  if  ttie 
Irish  government  were  also  more  se- 
cure domestically)  to  do  what  the 
Tories  failed  to  do,  and  get  Sinn  Fein  to 
the  negotiating  table  on  the  basis  of  the 
documents  already  agreed  by  Lcoidon 
and  Dublin.  Labour  needs  to  be  clear 
that  this  is  the  right  ohjective,  as  it  has 
been  all  along.  It  is  tmder  renewed 
international  pressure,  especially  from 
President  Clinton,  and  there  have  been 
the  usual  msinuating  hints  from  Sinn 
Fein  that  the  moment  is  ripe.  The  fact 
that  the  Taoiseach  was  the  new  Prime 
Minister’s  first  international  viritor 
yesteiday  was  encouri^ii^  Mr  Bigir  is 
also  right  to  have  held  early  talks  with 
the  Northern  Ireland  parties  at  West- 
minster. Under  appropriate  conditions 
as  x»rt  of  this  balanced  approach,  Mr 
Blair  should  now  authorise  limited  ex- 
ploratory contacts  with  Sinn  FOin’s 
elected  MPs.  perhaps  through  a recog- 
nised go-between,  though  these  should 
not  become  a substitate  for  the  proper 
all-party  talks  process.  As  ever,  the 
possibility  of  re^  progress  rests  in  the 
hands  of  the  IRA.  Nothing  can  happen 
without  a believable  ceasefire  of  the 
kind  for  which  Mr  Bruton  called  yester- 
day — and  republicans  need  to  signal 
that  they  are  genuinely  interested  in 
such  an  initiative. 


Mixing  business  with  poiitics 

The  choice  of  the  head  of  BP  is  in  the  best  American  tradition 


THE  selection  of  ihe  chairman,  of  BP.  first  Although  he  coped  bravely  with 
Sir  David  Simon,  to  be  a minister  in  the  interventionist  U-turns  thrust  upon 
both  the  DTI  and  the  Treasury  is  one  of  that  beleaguered  adjninistration,  he 
the  most  imaginative  appointments  fared  less  well  in  the  parliamentary 
Tony  Blair  has  made.  It  further  breaks  ccx^it  which  businessinea  are  111- 
the  automatic  association  of  Labour  equipped  to  face, 
with  the  unions  and  brings  an  outstand-  Sir  David — soon  to  be  Lord — Simon 

ing  business  brain  to  the  political  pro-  won’t  have  to  do  anything  like  that 
^ss.  In  the  US  there  is  a long  history  of  though  as  a Labour  appointee  he  may 
propelling  businesmen  into  politics,  have  to  face  awkward  questions  about 
The  Commerce  departm^t  is  usually  some  of  BFs  controversial  involve- 
run  by  a prominent  businessman  and  ments — like  the  claims  made  about  its 
the  Treasury  is  nearly  alw^  headed  Colombian  activities  — finm  the  other 
by  an  outside  banker,  a tradition  going  side  of  the  fence.  That  apart,  he  win  be 
back  to  Roosevelt’s  controversial  draft-  on  most  of  the  relevant  cabinet  commit- 
ing  of  the  banker  Henry  Mbrgenthau  to  tees  able  to  bring  a business  dimension 
farm  what  turned  out  to  be  the  most  to  decision-omking  in  an  administrar 
reforming  economic  team  in  US  tion  which,  apart  from  Geof^y  Robin- 
history.  son.  the  new  Paymaster  General,  isn’t 

In  Britain  the  experience  of  mfaring  brimming  over  with  successi^  indus- 
politlcs  with  business  has  been  more  trialists.  The  Conservatives  also  had 
controversial.  Where  industrialists  surprisingly  few  serious  businessmen 
have  been  called  in  to  do  a definite  job  but  where  they  did  — like  ftfichael 
they  have  often  been  very  successful  as  Heseltine  at  the  DTI  — it  made  a huge 
when  Mrs  Thatcher  took  Sir  Roy  Grif-  difference.  FOr  New  Labour  there  are 
flths  from  Sainsbury.  He  riiang^  the  political  as  well  as  economic  sPin-offs. 
health  service  fit^  an  administered  The  more  it  is  seen  as  a party  represent- 
service  to  a managed  one  and  insisted,  ing  industry  as  a whole  rather  than  one 
against  Mrs  Thatdber’s  objections,  that  of  its  sectors,  the  more  accep^le  the 
responsibility  for  community  care  be  party  will  become  to  a wider  electorate, 
locfaed  with  local  social  services.  Sir  Mr  Blair  clearly  looks  forward  te  the 
Derek  Rayner.  who  was  brought  in  time  when  it  will  be  as  natural  for 
from  Marte  & Spencer  to  conduct  e£fi-  businessmen  to  be  Labour  as  it  is  far 
ciency  reviews  across  WhitdiaU  and  to  them  to  be  Democrat  as  well  as  Republi- 
improve  management  was  afao  a sue-  can  in  the  US.  Even  his  cities  would 
cess.  The  translation  of  John  Davies  have  to  admit  that  it  was  a bit  of  a coup 
from  the  CBl  to  head  the  DTI  by  Ed-  for  Mr  Blair  to  get  the  chairman  of  one 
ward  Heath  was  less  so  partly  bemuse  of  Britain's  most  successful  companies 
he  took  the  route  of  hemming  an  MP  to  Jump  on  board  so  soon. 


When  Deep  Blue  bytes  back 

Kasparov  has  yet  to  tame  the  world's  most  gifted  artefact 


DEEP  BLUE,  unlike  Garry  Kasparov,  Kasparov  had  already  gained  some 
does  not  grimace  when  the  chess  gets  insight  into  the  opposite  lesson  — that 
difficult  or  place  his  (her?)  watch  ner-  computers  do  not  suffer  fi*om  human 
vously  next  to  the  board.  After  four  frailty — during  last  year’s  contest  with 
games  in  Manhattan  it  is  still  not  dear  a less  sophisticated  Deep  Blue  in  Phila- 
whether  the  human  factor  is  a plus  or  delphia.  Sacrificing  a pawn  to  attack 
minus.  Kasparov  needs  a rest  before  the  the  computer’s  kii^  Kasparov  dl^ov- 
last  two  gai^  — Deep  Blue  shows  no  ered  that  Deep  Blue  did  not  show  any 
signs  of  fatigue.  But  some  important  discomfort  at  having  its  king  under 
lessons  of  the  human  versus  maffiiinft  threat  — and  he  went  on  to  lose  the 
contest  can  already  be  drawn.  matrii  Similarly,  in  the  third  game  of 

After  winning  his  first  game,  Ka-  thte  round,  the  computer  was  not 
sparov  blundered  in  the  second  by  con-  thrown  by  Kasparov's  early  pawn  sacri- 
ceding  defoat  when  he  should  have  fice.  In  the  fourth,  it  bared  its  king  to  an 
hung  on  for  a draw.  To  make  it  worse,  extent  which  most  human  ph^ers 
the  line  ofplaywliich  would  have  saved  would  not  have  risked.  Second  motal: 
him  was  dl^vered  afterwards  by  a compute  don’t  have  nerves. 
memberoftheInternetGhess  Club.  But  One  more  lesson  should  be  drawn, 
the  computer  did  not  spot  the  qpportu-  Aether  K^arov  wins  or  loses  the  set 
nity  for  its  opponent  either.  Nor  did  Deep  Blue  may  be  amazing  speedy  but 
Kasparov  — because  be  assumed  that  if  it  is  only  as  smart  as  its  programme 
it  existed  the  computer  would  have  allows.  Grandmaster  Jo^  Bemamin 
seen  it  first  First  moral:  don't  assume  who  developed  its  “pattern  recognition 
the  machine  is  supei>human.  skills”  is  a human  being  foo. 


WHILE  the  rest  of  the  nation  voted  for  a 
fresh  start  a week  ago,  Northern  Ire- 
land's ele^rate  voted  doggedly  along 
traditional  sectarian  lines  as  usuaL 
Three  of  Northern  Ireland’s  parties  had 
a good  election:  the  Ulster  Unionists, 
because  they  increased  their  represen- 
tation to  10  seats  and  moved  closer  to 
their  aim  of  h^mony  within  the 
unionist  vote:  the  nationalist  SDLP  be- 
cause, unlite  all  their  main  competi- 
tors, they  stood  in  every  seat  and  se- 
cur^  tiieir  hipest  share  of  the  vote  (24 
per  cent)  since  party’s  foundation  in 

1970;  and  finsJly  Sinn  Fein,  who  main- 
tained their  electoral  successes  of  1996 
by  grinning  two  seats  at  Westminster 
for  tZie  first  time  in  the  modem  era 
(thoi^h,  as  usual,  their  MPs  will  not 
take  them).  The  only  loser  among  the 
main  piay^  was  Ian  Paisas  Demo- 
cratic Unionilk  Party,  which  is  now 
down  to  two  seats  and  is  increasing 
anyway  a one-man  band. 

The  contrast  between  the  Northern 
Ireland  election  and  the  one  that  the 
rest  of  us  have  just  experienced  under- 
lines the  extent  to  which  Northern 
Ireland  politics  are  imprisoned  in  the 
past  Recent  elections  In  the  Republic 
have  shown  Irish  political  culture  mov- 
ing on  from  ancient  divisions  and  be- 
coming outward-looking  and  modem. 
The  May  1997  election  in  Britain  has 
similarly  brought  a breath  of  fiosh  air. 
But  in  Northern  Ireland,  fiosh  air  was 
not  on  offer.  The  usual  heavy  breathing 
merely  produced  more  of  the  same, 
amid  a situation  alreadydangezxr^ly 
inert  after  the  IRA  resumed  its  bom1> 
ing  campaign  in  February  last  year. 

To  some,  the  departure  of  the  Conser- 
vative govemment  may  seem  to  clear 
the  way  for  a mote  hopefisl  phase. 
Certainly  the  party  which  had  at- 
tempted the  most  ^-readimg  initia- 
tive in  Northern  Ireland  for  more  than 
20  years  eventually  became  a barrier 
towards  further  progress.  John  Major 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Howto  set  Britain  free 


Yon  report  the  doubts 
hanging  over  the  iodu- 
don  of  a Freedom  of  In- 
foxmatioa  Bill  in  the  Qneen's 
^»eech  (Blair  curbs  do- 
nors, Mty  8)  because  officials 
consider  such  legislation 
is  “too  frau^t  with  difficul- 
ties to  be  framed  qaiekty*. 
lUs  is  the  most  feeble  argu- 
ment yet  Considering  such 
l^islation  has  been  debated 
over  20  years,  there  must 
have  been  enoii^  draft  Bills  , 
produced  to  paper  a country  I 
bouse.  What  difficulties  can 
pos^hly  remain? 

The  only  conceivable  “diffi- 
cult is  the  obvious  one:  teat 
senior  dvjl  senrante  know- 
, ing  timt  information  is  power, 
are  nnwOling  to  surrender 
I any  part  of  their  power  to 
peo^  who  may  not  share 
their  world  view.  That  Alas- 
tair  C^unpbell  and  Peter  Man- 
delson  — . chief  spin  doctor 
and  Prince  of  Darkness 
respectively  •_  are  repeuted 
as  not  vanting  a BUI  only 
compounds  this  suspicion, 
since  freedom  of  information 
would  greatiy  reduce  th^ 
freedom  to  manipulate. 

Joseph  Nicholas. 

16  Jansons  Road, 

London  Nl54JfJ. 

IT  would  be  nice  to  see  the 
evidence  that  there  is  insuf- 
frment  time  to  introduce  the 
legislation.  Many  suitable 
labels  exist  in  the  Common- 
wealth, in  Europe  and  in  the 
CIS.  The  Government  also, 
presumably,  has  access  to 


I Mark  Fisher’s  expertise, 
g^ed  throu^  introduce 
his  Freedmn  of  Information 
Bin  a £ew  years  ago. 

The  evidence  that  does 
erifit  in  the  public  rinmatn  in- 
dicates  that  freedmn-of-infor- 
mation  l^lalatitm  improves 
both  the  dBciency  and  effec- 
tiveness of  government  Expe- 
rience also  shows  that  oporat- 
ing  the  legislation  is  in  nearly 
an  cases  less  costly  than  origi- 
nally estimated.  We  also 
know  that  su^  legislation 
improves  public  understand- 
ing government-policy. 

Mr  Blair  told  his  MPS  that 
they  are  the  servants,  not  the 
masters.  1 hope  he  meant  the 
servants  (X  the  people.  I fear 
that  without  fre^otn  of  inform 
mation  they  ?rin  simply  be- 
come the  servants  of  tbe  exec- 
utive. And  we  will  remain 
subjects  not  citizens. 

Nick  Moore. 

Head,  Culture  and  . 
Communication  Group, 

PcOicy  Studies  Institute. 

100  Park,  Village  East,  i 

London  NW13SR. 

YES,  a Freedom  of  Inforina- 
tion  Act  win  be  inconve- 
nient for  the  Govemment  •— 
indeed,  for  any  government 
But  that's  the  point  This  leg- 
islatUm  would  provide  protec- 
tion for  the  public  against  any 
fature  gotvernment  whatever 
its  political  persuasioa. 

The  Government  wQL,  oC 
course,  promise  to  introduce 
the  at  a later  stage,  but  by 

then  it  will  have  discovered 


j the  advantages  of  contain- 
ment rather  tiian  freedom  cf 
I infonnation. 

Tom  Dewe  Mathews. 
lOQiapterBoad, 

London  SE17  SET. 

^^PeieRE  is  an  alternative 

I starting  point  to  a Free- 
dom o£  fafotmation  Act  TTie 
Government  could  give  a 
oommltment  to  incorporation 
of  the  Europwn  Convention, 
on  Human  Rights.  This  inter- 
national treaty,  writtai  ' 
British  civil  servants  and  rat- 
ify 40  years  ago  by  the  Brit- 1 
ish  government  but  never 
brought  into  British  law, 
would  protect  many  other 
righto  to  addition  to  the  right 
to  know. 

Article  10  of  the  Convention 
gives  us  '*fbe  right  to  receive 
and  imp^  information  and 
ideas  without  interference 
with  puhUc  authoritsr''.  and  is 
backed  by  a substantial  body 

case  law  in  favour  of  free- 
dom of  toformatioQ.  But  the 
ECHR  also  gives  us  a right  to 
priva^,  to  a fair  trial,  free- 
dom to  practise  one’s  religion, 
wd  the  right  to  freedom  of 
peaceful  assembly  and 
association. 

It  is  not  a perfect  document, 
but  would  provide  us  with 
baste  protection  of  our  righto, 
a startup  point  from  wbi^  to 
develop  future  legislation. 
Andrew  Puddephatt 
Director,  Charter  88. 
BxxooutiiKjuse, 

3-n  Pine  Street, 

London  EClR  OJE. 


Sir  David  Simon  and  a question 
of  BP’S  human-rights  record 

Tony  Blair  and  Foreign  I enviroiunent  Whwi 

Secretary  Robin  Cook  are  farmers  in  the  Andean  |b« 


I Secretary  Robin  Cook  are 
apparently  set  to  promote  new 
worldwide  rules  for  human 
rights  and  the  ^ivirmment 
So  are  they  aware  of  the  ques- 
tionable human-rights  and  en- 
viroiunental  record  of  British 
Petroleum  pic  under  the  choir- 
maosbip  of  newb’  appointed 
government  minister  Sir 
David  Simon?  They  should  be. 

A report  lealmd  lasst  year  to 
their  own  MEP.  Richard 
Howitt,  contained  claims  that 
BP  had  been  cooperating  with 
Colombian  military  intelli- 
gence which  is  involved  in  a 
dirty  war  against  environ- 
mentalists and  trade  unionists 
wto  have  been  opposing  the 
company’s  operations  to  the 
Casanare  oilfield. 

If  tiiey  are  aware  of  such 
cteimft,  then  how  th^  jus- 

ti^  rewarding  BP’s  chairman 
with  a government  post?  The 
report  leaked,  to  Richard 
ffowitt  was  ccunmissioned  by 
the  Colombian  government 
under  pressure  from  the 
United  Nations.  It  was  com- 
pleted in  July  1995  bat  was  im- 
mediatdy  suppressed.  It  ac- 
cuses the  company  of  handing 
over  photc^raphs  and  video 
footage  of  loc^  campaigneis 
and  activists  to  the  milito^. 

Since  the  discovery  five 
years  ago  of  the  worid’s  larg- 
est discovered  oil  field,  con- 
taining crude  oil  worth  an  es- 
timated £23  billion.  BP’S 
operations  in  the  Colombian 
region  of  Casanare  have 
caused  severe  damage  to  the 


envlromnenL  When  pMUimt 
farmers  in  the  Andean  Ibok- 
hiUs  protested  agabisi  anri- 
ronmentai  damage  by  btock* 
tog  a Jungle  rood  to  prevent 
equipment  reariitog . exptoM- 
tlon  sites,  the  milttiiry  rM> 
ponded  with  srlectnT  aasant- 
nations  and  death  threats.  The 
repuft  names  six  local  cam- 
paigners a^m.<t  BP.'Each  of 
them  was  nixtuctei!  by  the  mil 
itary  and  later  found  dead:  . 

An  independent  cummis- 
sioD  established  by  the  roton- 
blw  government  has  detriared 
that  the  .military  and  security - 
services  “are  operating  ou(^ 
side  the  l.*iw“.  Yet  BP  forala 
the  Colombian  nuUtar>  the 
tune  ntilUoQs.  to  additUm  to. 
the  gDvemimmt's  "‘war  iax”. 
BP  last  year  signed  an  agree- 
I ment  to  provide  tm  addithmal 
j £39  million  to  esCabUah  a new 
! roUitnry  squ.'ul.  It  has  paid 
I £3»3,j000  specUk»Uy  to  the  mtl : 

I ltor>’’s  nedorious  idUi  Brig^.  - 
, whteh  the  Colombian  govern- ' 
ment  commission  accuses  u( 
e.xecutioa  without  trial,  kid- 
nap. torture  and  rape,  and; 
wh^  is  understood  to  bave 
murdered  local  leader  .Carlos^ 
Mesias  Arrigui  in  1996. 

If  Labour’s  Intended  rode  ' 
for  human  rights  and  the  envl- : 
roninent  were  serious,  then  It  j 
wtouki  launefe  an  open  investi-  < 
gation  info  BP'S  role  in  Colom- 1 
bia,  and  immediate^  throw  * 
Sir  David  Simon  out  of  office,  i 
Richard  Breimer.  i 

Coelitkm  Against  BP  • i 
in  Colombia.  { 

BCM77S0,  London  WC1N3XX.  i 


In  brief ... 

HTIDAT I drove  past  a group 
I of  workers  a hula 

to  the  road.  They  each  wore 
the  traditional  half-mast 
jeans,  but  the  deavage  that 
nocmaJly  accompanies  them 
was  gime.  Instead,  a mobile 
phone  was  strategically 
clipped  to  the  nud-poizit  at  the 
back.  Another  example  of 
New  Labour  at  work? 

Luke  Bnrstow. 

20  Lennox  Road.  Hove, 

E Sussex  BN3  SHY.  . . 

lA/ttXlAM  Hague  thinks 
When  be  able  to  *Txmd’^ 
with  voters  in  the  north  be- 
cause he  went  to  a compre- 
hensive there.  I don’t  rroaB 
there  being  any  smarmy, 
spotty  Tory  kids  like  Hague  at 
my  nortiiera  comprdirosive. 
Come  to  think  of  it,  there  was 
owa  taut  everybody  hated  him. 
JolmBadson. 

23  Mattock  Lane, 

London  W55BH. 

ISNT  the  best  leader  for  a 
party  with  two  factions  a 
man  with  two  brains? 

Sara  Clarke. 

45  Churdi  Street  Bayfield, 
Hi^PeakSE222JE. 

Your  article  on  ageism  in 
higTiar  education  (Ageism 
hits  academics.  May  6) 
reports  that  the  journal 
Nature  has  banned  job  ad- 
^Srts  that  discrimtoate  on  the 
grounds  of  age.  The  advert  for 
psychology  lecturer  at  Mid- 
dlesex University,  printed 
just  a couple  peges  earlier, 
states  a nuuarnum  starting 
sidary  of  £14,758  — the  lowest 
point  on  the  salary  scale.  Be- 
cause lecturers’  salary  scales 
are  age-related,  this  effec- 
tively excludes  anybody  over 
about  25.  Yet  the  advert  con- 
cludes that  ‘'Middlesex  Uni- 
versify  is  worictog  towards 
equality  of  t^portunify”.  Not 
there  y^rd  say. 

(Dr)  David  Hardman. 

City  Universify, 

Northampton  Square, 

London  ECl  VOHB. 

The  Elgin  Marbles  will 
remain'  in  the  British 
Museum,  if  one  burly  custo- 
dian remains.  *That  Greek 
woman  wants  to  take  those 
away,”  I told  Wm.  ”Oter  my 
dead  bo^  she  wjU."  he  replied. 
BmestF  Evans. 

2teV?hh)BhtQ. 

BradfM-on-Aven  BA15 


Etiquette  on  gifts  for  the  party 

I HAVE  never  given  money  to  l Kone  and  several  ot] 

2J17  uK  DOUtiG&l  TUrHl.  SknA  \ 


New  Labour,  old  tie-ranny 

ONE  hundred  and  one  MPs  ( KQUAL  opportoniti 
to  cheerful  orange,  fuch-  Bwestminster  si 


^#m  cheerful  orange,  fuch- 
sia and  lime  green  with  open 
necks,  the  rest  to  the  compul- 
sory dark  suits  with  obliga- 
tory throttling-<dotiis.  2m^- 
cation;  men  are  the  nuper 
People,  the  true  high  prints 
of  hfammon,  while  women 
are  just  there  for  men  to  leer 
aL 

Is  this  what  wmaen'want? 
Isn’t  it  titoe  'we  gave  up  the 
absurd  male  “dress  code” 
which  began  after  the  French 
RewAatlon,  200  years  ago, 
called  for  an  end  to  tie-tanny 
and  had  some  real  equality 
the  sexes? 

Terence  Bonghton. 

44  FlantatioQ  Road. 

Oxford  0X2  6JE. 


Equal  opportonlties  in 
Westminster  should 

mflan- 

• Portable  toilets  to  the  car 
park  to  avoid  queues  at  the 
indoor  facilities  for  women: 

• Conversion  of  male  “sport- 
ing areas”  into  hairdressi^ 
rest/cbanging/fiunlly  areas; 

• A seat  for  toen>on& 

• Basic  changes  to  the  phys- 
ical wivlronmwt  will  toad,  I 
hd^  to  a basic  change  in  Par- 
liament’s stide  of  ^lo^ttog.  It 
is  no  loDg^  dected  by  a ml- 
DOrify  class  of  lancfownars  but 
by  a sophisticated.' sometimes 
Cynical  but- ever-watchful 
m^popiilatioa. 

MaiyBaker. 

2 (Seorgs  Lane,  Lichfield, 
8talBkWS13a>X. 


Why  your  ballot  is  an  open  secret 


SIR  Thomas  Legg  reassures 
us  friat  the  secrecy  of  our 
ballots  is  safe  to  his  hands 
(Letters,  May  g).  But  If  the  foar ' 
Is  that  rotten  apples  to  the  i 
(3overiimeiit  mi^it  trace  our  ' 
votes,  then  reassurance  by  a 
govermnmxt  good  egg  is  no 
useatalL 

We  know  tiiat  to  the  past 
MI5  conducted  secret  surveil- 
lance of  leading  monbers  of 
CND  and  Liberfy/NCCX.  We 
have  teamed  from  the  debates 
on  the  Police  BUI  faat  tiie  se- 
curity services  have  for  de- 
cades been  en^glng  in  illicit 
covert  surveillance. 

Cw  we  believe  that  the  se: 
cority  services  would  nevtf. 
attonpt  to  find  out  who  sttp- 
porte  a party  they  consider 
suhvfirshre  or  dangerous  when 
faty  can  do  so  qukddy  and- 
easily,  to  secret? 

Sir  Thomas  writes  friat  this 
would  be  against  the  law.  But 
vdien  have  the  law  or  locks 
kept  a detennhied  security 
sendee  at  bay?  The  only  to 


gttimate  use  for  vote-tracing  is 
to  correct  the  count  after  an 
election  uhen  personation  has 
been  proved,  Vote-tmetog  has 
no  rtrie  to  fraud  detection. 
Seamus  Q’CoanetL 
(Member.  Etectoral  Reform 
Soriety/Liberty  woridx^ 
party  on  ballot  secrecy.) 

98  CheventogRc^ 

London  NWS  6DA. 

N<n  so  long  ago  you  pub- 
liabed  a letter  from  a local- 
government  employee  who 
disclosed  that,  after  an  dee- 
tion  count,  fae  police  de-, 
manded  to  see  the  ballot 
^pers  of  those  who  had  voted ; 
for  the  Coninninist 
and  proceeded  to  compare  i 
them  vrith  tiie  counterfoils.  I 
wonder  If  the  same  procedure  i 
is  being  carried  out  today  to 
uncover  the  fascist  elements 
to  our  midst  who  had  several 
candidates  stadtog? 

Gadfon  Morris 
14  High  Stro^  Nufield, 

Redhul.  Surrey  Rffl  4H0, 


lany  UK  polxtical  party,  and 
doubt  that  I ever  will  (Blair 
curbs  party  donors,  Mty  8). 
But  as  a Norw^ian  about  to 
settle  in  Briti^  1 
point  out  that  Norwegians 
have  a tradition  for-glviDg  fi- 
nancial support  to  political 
parties  abroad. 

This  has  been  done  through 
broad  all-party  private  cam- 
paigns.  like  those  benefitting 
democratic  parties  in  Eastern 
Europe  both  before  and  after 
the  fall  of  the  WalL  It  has 
been  done  throi^h  our  gov- 
anunent  as  to  the  case  of  the  i 
ANC,  the  FLO  and  otiier  dlsgl- 
dent  movements.  And  it  is  I 
often  done  indirectly,  through 

; the  annual  award  of  the  Nobel 
j Peace  Prize. 

I The  foreign  donations  in 
i British  politics  do  not  se^m  to 
been  of  much  benefit  to 
I either  the  donors  or  the  reci- 
pirots.  But  a ban  on  such  do- 
nations will  be  a welcome  ref- 
erence tor  tyrants  in  Korea 
Burma,,  eventually  Hong 
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Kong  and  several  other 
I countries. 

Jon  Gunoar  Pedersen. 

10-12  North  Mews, 

London  WC1N2JN. 

IFROPOSE  that  all  compa- 
Inles  wtehlng  to  make  dona- 
tions to  a roistered  party 
should  speriflcally  name  the 
party  and  the  size  of  the  dona- 
tion and  then  seek  specffic  ap- 
proval from  eoery  share- 
holder. A non-response  from 
a shareholder  should  not  be 
counted  as  agremnent. 

Peter  Ramm. 

6 Sandringham  Drive, 

Stockport  SE42DD. 

Letters  to  the  Editor  may  be 
faxed  on  Om  «3T  4530.  We  do 
not  publish  letters  where  only 
an  e-mail  address  is  supplied; 
please  include  a full  postal 
address  and  a daytime  . 
telephone  numbtw.  Wa  may  edit 
letters:  shorter  ones  are  more 
likely  to  appear.  Wa  regret  we 
cannot  sefcnowfe^e  those  not 
used. 


GWUCESTERSHIRE:  As  an 
iMex  of  climate  chmige.  trv 
ttos  one  for  size.  I usually 
think  of  the  asparagus  har- 
^ in  the  latter 

half  of  May.  ptrst  finger  size 
sp^  of  my  crop  were  avall- 
Si®  “ April  19,  And  with 
ewes  .left  who 
could  stOl  be  carrying 
we  have  almost  finished 
lambing  too,  and  with  only 

one  loss  to  date,  and  ifo  expen- 

sive  caesarian  sections  this 
year^ne  reauy  heart-wann- 
story  to  tell  in  the  shape 
of  an  elderly  Herdwick^ 
who  we  have  carried  Ja 
passenger  in  the  fiock  for 
3^  to  that  she  has 
never  lambed  and  who  we 

nave  always  meant  to  send  off ' 

to  market  as  a cull  ewe.  But  i 
^*^«w«suiprise  Old  Girl ' 
as  she  is  known,  was  awtiaH  | 
^ing  throu^  the  pr^^  ! 
tog  m^  some  lo  days  ago 
T-  TOithing  ■ uncomfortalto 
and  then  displaying  the  wa^ 

Which  iS&tItoThS 

mment  But  she  made  no  S- 
and  experience 
wh«  that  you  must  not 
^ve  tl^  unassisted  at  this 
*toge.  So.  veterinary  in^ 


ventlon  was  called  for  and  we 
pwtoed  her  up,  drove  her 
mto  the  trailer;  and  took  her 
J sto  miles':  to  Woottan- 
onder-fidge  for  a late  evening 
Qooeultatioti.  Tlie  ^foung.  vet 
striked  for  some  tlWe,  with 
copious  lubrication,  to  est- 
iva most  deiiAtftU  white- 
eared  ewe  lamb  but  the  pro-  ■ 
cess,  although ' suecaasfuL 
was  cl^  painlui  for  Wd 
Girt.  We  explained  her  his- 
non  tombing  to  the  vet 
JK®  ^ponded  with  the  vtow 
^ven  a ewe  of  low 
fe^fy  was  going  to  get 
^ while  and 
«« '^clearly  her  year.  But 
days  of  close  pen- 
to  her  to  taoDd  With 
Sif,  ?J«tty  Uttle  white-md 
who  btoatodlpHft- 
mother's 
But  we  get 

Jwf*  OM-Glrt>Js 

please*  tndgsd 
wito  her  lamb  - v^-lfes 
pow  weii  enough  tohajtfifc 

promptu  races  of-'-itelNy. 
ywng  lambs. 
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The  quest  to  isolate  the 

assassin  of  Gerry  Ma- 

lane's  political  career 
nas  t^en  an  unforeseen 
*°™- Mr  Malone,  you  'trill 
!ik*^i.*S**  ^'*nchester  to 
ue  Ub  Dem&by  preciseily 
^o  votes  ^ one  of  whlcb.  as 
mentioned  3i*esterday,  is  ac- 
counted for  by  a slip  oTthe 
pen  by  first-ttine  voter  Ka- 
ne Sprostott.  who  intended 
to  vote  Labour.  The  other 

wenowloam.canbeput  * 
down  to  the  failure  to -vote 
at  all  of  a certain  Anne  Ma- 
lone; the  fonner  minister’s 
wife  does  not  appear  on  the 
electoral  roU  in  Winches- 
ter. and  therefore  cannot 

vote  there.  As  a journalist 

hbnself,  no  one  wiu  better 
appreciate  bow  close  he 
came  to  providing  the  per- 
fect Story — Mr  Malone  did 
votC|  by  post  and  presum- 
ably for  G Malone.  With  the 
Anmer  health  minister 
saUring  and  on  non-speak- 
ers, it  is  Impossible  to  be 
sure  why  his  wife  never 
bothered  to  roister.  Pep- 
haps  she  preferred  to  vote 
in  south  London  or  in  Scot- 
land, where  they  also  have 
homes,  on  the  grounds  that 
Winchester  was  such  a safe 
Tory  seat  that  oue  vote 
couldn’t  possibly  matter. 


Mystery  surrounds 
Mandy  Mandelson’s 
erstwhile  ofiDce  boy, 
Oo^  Wegg-Prosser,  after  a 
sosplcious-soundis^  Mill- 
bank  press  office  claims  ^ 
nocance  of  his  where- 
abouts. Is  this  the  aftermath 
of  the  legendary  soup-quote 
fiasco  (when  Oofy  tried  to 
make  his  “No  thanir  you”, 
to  the  offer  of  a bowlof  nou]> 
ishing  broth,  retroactively 
off  the  record),  or  some- 
thing mores}idster?  Can 
anyone  help  with  a positive 
sitting? 


IN  lobbying,  as  in  life, 
timing  is  everything,  and 
no  one  understands  this 
better  than  the  Tobacco 
Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tion. This  splendid  organi- 
sation contrived  to  ap- 
pointed John  Carlisle 
“Executive  Director,  Indus- 
try Affeirs**  on  May  1. 
better  than  Mr  Carlisle, 
who  has  just  retired  as  MP 
for  Luton  North,  to  lobbya 
Labour  government. 

Clearly  Mr  CarUsle.  the 
apartheid-loving  profes- 
sional controversialist,  has 
wasted  little  time  in  getting 
to  grips  with  defending  the 
industry,  the  ban  on  all 
tobacco  advertising  coming 
within  a week  of  him  start- 
ing the  Job. 


IN  a triumph  fimn  the 
world  of  TV  scheduling, 
Channel  4 and  BBC2are 
to  broadcast  shows  with  the 
same  name  in  the  same 
week  later  this  month.  The 
C4  pn^ramme.  cooimis- 
sloned  after  a positive  res- 
ponse fn>m  a focus  group 
led  by  sane  and  rational 
Paul  Johnson,  deals  with 
gay  and  lesbian  history, 
while  BBC2*seffortisa 
short  film  about  a fan  of 
Tom  Jones.  The  title,  mean- 
while. is  It's  Not  Unusual. 
Apparently  not. 

Concern  mounts  for 
Cypriot  wine- waiter 
Takl-Georgc.  who  is 
gripped  by  amnesia.  In  the 
Spectator  (where  T-G  also 
concocts  deliciously 
witb’  sobriquets  for  profes- 
sional journalists:  Craig 
Brown,  for  instance,  be- 
comes the  side-splitting 
Craig  Brown-Manure),  the 
Cj'prlot  lauds  his  triumph 
as  an  election  tipster;  he 
even  invites  the  magazine  to 
roly  on  him  next  time  “and 
they  wiU  hit  it  right  on  the 
nose,  no  pun  intended”. 

How  perplexing.  Two  weeks 
ago,  T-G  claimed  that  Refer- 
endum Part>’  support  in  the 

south  was  running  atisper 

cent,  and  yet  his  sometime 
employer  Jimmy  Goldsmith 
failed,  of  course,  to  gel  the 
five  per  cent  needed  to  keep 
his  deporit.  Taki-George  is 
leaving  Blighty  soon  to 
spend  the  summer  on  his 
uncle  Stavros’s  kebab  stall 
in  Piraeus.  Please  God  the 
sea  air  clears  his  head. 

The  winner  of  the 

monthly  PC  Brains 
Award  for  May  is 
Richard  Ellis,  a constable 
station^  in  Sealand.  North 
Wales.  Taking  pit>*  on  a well 
known  local  thief  get^g 
soaked  outside  a mobile- 
phone  store.  the  good-na- 
tured constable  pulled  over, 
invited  hi™  In  and  dropped 
him  off  at  his  home-  it  was 
a.s  PC  Bills  was  pulling 
away  feom  the  burglar’s 
house,  reports  Police  Maga- 
xlne.  that  he  heard  over  the 


Watch  out;  secrecy’s 
about  (again) 


formation  has  hot  been 
dropped  and  it  win  feature  in 
the  Queen’s  Speech.”  Un- 
briefed  civil  servants  scram- 
bled around  for  clarification. 


that  the  Govonmeat  “have  to 
bring  forward  a White  Paper 
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My  five-point 
pian  to  ^e 
British  women 


ion.  make  it  its  business  to  do 
what  it  can  to  ensure  that  its 
critics  are  not  fll-informed.” 
The  Labour  front-bench  de- 
listed in  what  Scott  unoov- 


unable  to  comment  on  Man-  ered  about  the  tatty,  dishon- 
delson's  carefbl  qualificatuxi  est,  amoral  woritix^  of  the 


Ctmservative  govemmenL  It 
ri^tly  attacked  Ian  Lang  and 


Commentary 


Richard 

Norton-Taylor 


ago  as  last  September.  Rc^r  I is  committed  to  an  Fol  Act. 


on  this  first  of  aH  We  can’t  WIQiam  Waldegrave  (two  for- 
Just  pull  off  some  BIU  from  the  mer  cabinet  ministers  now 
sb^and  introduce  it  strait  dispatriied  the  riectorate) 
away.”  for  dismissing  Scott’s  criti- 

AU  today's  Queen  Speech  is  ctsms.  Will  the  new  (Sovem- 
expected  to  say  is  that  the  ment  front-bench  still  warm 
(Sovenunefit  will  puUisb  a to  Scotl  a supporter  of  an  Fol 
White  Paper  on  an  Fbl  BQL  Act,  when  he  attacks  “the  se- 


Llddle,  joint  author,  with  but,  of  course,  it  depends  on  But  the  longer  the  watt,  the  crecy  with  which  Govem- 

Peter  Mandelson,  <rfThe  Bli^  what  he  wants  in  it  Given  his  more  ministers  will  be  at-  ment  chooses  to  surround  Its 

Revolution,  warned  In  an  role  assisting  in  the  “efibctive  tracted  to  secrecy.  Secrecy  is  inner  wor^gs,  with  light 
article  in  the  New  Statesman  presmtatlon  to  the  public"  of  an  addictive  dn^  It  is  the  cast  only  by  designs  leaks 

against  being  “hampered  by  the  Government's  policies,  opium  of  the  people  in  the  and  investigative 

an  over-intrusive  fre^om-of-  sceptics  might  say  you  may  as  dark.  The  more  they  get  used  journalists"? 


Act,  wh^  be  attacRs  "tne  se-  vrould  receive  greater  atten- 

crecy  with  which  Gm^ra-  tjon  if  they  weren’t  sub- 

— — — ment  chooses  to  surround  Its  merged  in  a swamp  of  half- 

tracted  to  secrecy.  Secrecy  is  inner  worktogs,  with  light  naked  ideas  from  women  who 

an  addictive  drug.  It  is  the  cast  only  by  designer  leaks  quite  frankly  vretent  nearly 

opium  of  the  people  in  the  and  investigative  1.  jhhm  as  well  qualified.  From  a 

dark.  The  more  they  get  used  journalists"?  purely  femiiust  point  of  riew. 

to  h.  the  more  they  crave  it  It  WOl  we  now  have  to  share  what  a shame  it  is  that  stxne 

protects  them  from  criticism,  again  what  he  called  his  of  our  sisters  in  the  struggle 

Referring  to  Sir  Richard  “sense  o£  depression”  when  for  ^-omen’s  independence 

Scott’s  arms-to-Iraq  inquiiy.  governments  argue  that  — feel  the  need  to  make  their 

Blair  told  the  Eemwmist  last  Whitehall  documents  Aould  Rp|  1 iftlpinhn  voices  heard  quite  so  (^en. 

S^tember  "If  the  case  was  be  suppressed  to  protect  the  i_iiucjui  i|  | Is  my  own  Open  Letter 


information  law  that  would  well  ask  Nefl  Hamilton  to  be  to  h,  the  more  they  crave  it  It 
sl^e  a frank  errhange  responsible  for  monitoring  protects  them  from  criticism. 


views  between  advisers”. 
Scepticism  about  Labour’s  tit- 


the  register  of  MPs’  interests. 
$o  yesterday’s  papers 


tendons  were  digmisaaii  as  reported  that  an  Fol  Act 
sneering.  would  be  put  on  the  back 


not  unanswerable  before, 
Scott  has  made  the  case  for  a 


sneermg.  would  be  put  on  the  back  S^tember  "If  the  ca 

they  wre,  anz-  Senior  mandarins,  even  Sir  burner.  Apparently  bounced  not  unanswerable  1 
jousiy  awaiting  tlieir  Itobin  Butler,  Cabinet  Secre-  by  Hi'w  coQeagues,  Clark  fan  Scott  made  the  ca: 
new  ministers.  Civil  tary  and  Read  of  tbe  Civil  Ser-  teck  on  the  argument  that  tt  _ 

servants  in  the  Csfoinet  vice,  were  b^inning  to  accept  was  fer  better  to  return  to  flie 

an  Pol  Act  as  a necessary  evD.  drawing  board.  Fc^t  about  Ths  lonaST  the 
^ As  fer  as  they  were  con-  aU  thetmrk  that  hJ^already  * » » 
M InfMrmaUon  BdL  cemed.  it  was  a priority  fbr  been  done  on  freedonK)f-in-  \A/eit  thp  morP 

Tbou^  labour’s  manifesto  the  new  Cabinet  Office  minis-  formation  legislation,  Incilud-  u ic  i iiuie 

careful  1^  to  commit  tbe  ter  responsible  for  (^>en  gov^  tog  the  21  hours  debated  by  ministArQ  will  h 

Government  to-  uitrodure  the  ernment  — not  Derek  Foster,  Parliament  four  year  ago  on  a 


Referring  to  Sir  Richard 
Scott’s  arms-to-Iraq  inquiiy. 


WOl  we  now  have  to  share 
again  what  he  called  his 
“sense  depression”  when 
governments  argue  that 


Office  were  all  prepared  to 
present  them  with  a draft 
Freedom  Information  BilL 


“candour”  of  civil  servants' 
advice  to  mtoi^rs?  Mandel- 
sm  ^ made  it  clear  that  "ad- 
vice to  ministers”  should  be 


HAT  about  the 
women.  Tony?  Some- 
one once  said  chat  a 


protected  in  any  ftiture  Pol  week  isn't  a very  long  time  in 


l^-promised  measure  to  the  who  reportedly  was  promised 
first  paittamentary  session,  it  the  job,  but  David  Clark,  for- 
was  widely  assumed  they  meriy  shadow  defence  secre- 
would  do  so,  especially  with  taiy.  On  Tuesday,  his  firstfUU 
such  a thumping  majority.  day  to  a job  he  had  hardy 

Laboiv  leaders  had  repeat-  begun  to  grasp,  dark  was 
edly  referred  to  the  need  for  reported  in  the  Financial 


an  Fol  Act,  implying  it  would 
be  a top  priority.  Tony  Blair 
said  last  year  it  would  “signal 
a culture  change  that  would 
make  a dramatic  difference  to 
the  way  that  Britain  is  gov- 
erned ...  a new  relationship 
between  government  and 
people”. 

There  were  suggestions,  not 
least  in  this  newspaper,  that 


cemed.  it  was  a priority  fbr  been  done  on  freedonK)f-to-  Wflit  thp  mnrp 
the  new  Cabinet  Office  minis-  formation  legation,  Incilud-  » 

ter  responsible  for  (^>en  gov^  tog  the  21  hours  debated  by  ministArQ  will  bP 
ernment  — not  Derek  Foster,  Parliament  four  year  cn  a 
who  reportedly  was  promised  right-to-know  BUI  tabled  by  attrpntprl  tn 
the  job,  but  David  Clark,  for-  Mark  Fisher,  now  junior  heri- 

meriy  shadow  defence  secre-  tage  minister.  As  Robert  Ha-  SAC'rPA\/  It  Is  pn 
taiy.  On  Tuesday,  his  first  foil  sen,  director  of  the  Constitu-  « 

day  in  a job  he  had  bar^  tion  Unit,  has  pointed  out,  "of  pHrlictive  dlUO 

begun  to  grasp.  Clark  was  all  the  possible  constitutional  ^ 

reported  in  the  Financial  refonns  preposed  by  poilitical  

Times  as  “already  pulih^  parties,  freedom  of  tolbrma-  Freedom  of  Information  Act 

together  the  text  of  a draft  tion  is  tbe  one  to  the  most  ad-  absolutely  unanswerable 


Act* 

By  October  year.  Brit- 


politics  but  I disagree.  A week 
may  not  be  a verj-  long  time  in 


ato  wUl  have  to  implement  a ordinary  life  — it's  baslcaUy 
new  European  directive  on  Just  seven  da\’s.  eight  if  you 


data  protection.  For  tbe  first 
time,  tiie  principle  of  the  ri^t 
to  privacy  will  be  tocorporat- 


include  the  day  you  started 
counting,  or  nine  if  you 
mclude  tbe  day  before,  and 


ed  into  British  law.  The  pro-  sometimes  bank  holidavs 
tection  of  individual  privacy  make  it  seem  longer  — but  a 


Times  as 


the  Financial  reifonns  proposed  by  political 
already  puUh^  pairtles,  freedom  of  tolbrma- 


is  the  Oipelde  of  the  same 
coin  as  the  right  to  official  to- 


week  is  a pretty  long  time  in 
politics,  no  matter  what  the\' 


rFon  BUI”. 


vanced  state  of  readiness" 


If  ministers  insist  on 


formation.  The  directive  might  ten  you. 
could  be  included  in  a folly-  And  what's 
fledged  FOI  Act  women  in  tin 

The  Government  yesterday  enatr->M.rf 


And  what's  happened  for  is  two  monU^  pregnant 
s^en  m the  week  since  What  are  you  going 
Tony  SMtehed  the  reins  of  for  this  woman.  Wy? 


Here  is  my  own  Open  Letter 
to  Tony- 

I w'ant  you.  Tony,  to  close 
your  eyes  and  imagine  you 
are  a 28-year>old  woman  with 
a degree  in  Applied  Theatre 
Studies,  a thr^bedroom  flat 
in  Twickenham  and  a long- 
term  partner  who  has 
recently  left  her  to  pursue  a 
career  in  wild-life  filming. 
This  woman  eats  only  white 
meat  usually  drinlts  her  cof- 
fee decaffeinated,  is  a dedi- 
cated fan  of  Roseanne,  shops 
at  Habitat  and  Sainsbury's, 
drives  a second-hand  Renault 
5 and  has  Just  discoi'ered  she 
is  two  months  pregnant 

What  are  you  going  to  do 


An  intriguing  series  of  any  ev&at,  the  notion  that  a secrecy  for  the  “inner  work- 1 argued  that  it  would  be  b^er  J power  from  Mrs  Thatcher, 


events  then  unfolded.  On  Government  does  not  commit 
Wednesday,  Alastair  Camp-  itself  to  le^slation  before  a 


emeu  — a new  relationship  bdL  Blair’s  press  secretary,  bill  is  rea^  is  a novel  emsti- 
betwe^n  government  and  was  reported  as  suggesting  he  tutionaZeonventit^ 

Pe^le”.  was  less  than  enamoured  by  Mandelson,  meanwhile. 

There  were  suggestions,  not  the  prospect  of  a statutory  near  panic  in  the  Cabi- 

lea^  ^in  this  newspaper,  that  'Vight  to  know”  — scarcely  net  Office  yesterday  by  failing 
Blair's  advisers  were  getting  sucprlstog;  perhaps,  gftwwt  hi«  Channel  4's  House  to  Hbuse 
worried  about  Labour’s  past  role  as  chief  infai-maHnn  con-  pre^ramme:  “I  h^fa  to  disap- 


criUcism  is  ill-informed?  Pub- 


ending 18  long  years  of  the 
Tory  Jackboot:  Answer,  pre- 
cisely nothing.  Gordon 


net  Office  yesterday  by  failing  lie  and  political  criticism  is 
Channel  4's  House  to  Hbuse  what  every  democratic  gov- 
pn^ramme:  “I  hate  to  di^p-  ernment  must  ezp^ . . . Gov- 


togs  of  the  govemm^t  ma-  to  start  titan  scratch.  It  will  be 
chine”,  asked  Scott  in  a ironic  indeed  if  the  Pol  Bill 

speech  shortly  after  his  report  which  finally  emerges  ciseiy  noioing.  uornon 
was  published  last  year,  “is  it  amounts  to  little  more  than  Brown.  Robin  Cook.  Jack 
to  a position  to  be  surprised  if  putting  to  statutory  form  tbe  Straw.  John  Prescott.  Tony 
criticism  is  Ul-infinmed?  Pub-  Conservatives’  code  of  prac-  Blair.  Notice  any  similarities? 
lie  and  political  criticism  is  tice  <hi  open  government,  with  ;♦  vt — ... 


tice  {HI  open  government,  with  Yup.  You’ve  got  it  None  of 
its  many  exemptions,  which  them  is  a woman.  Or.  to  put  it , 


'pledges  for  an  Fbl  Act  As  long  | trailer.  Mandelscm  insists  he  I point  you,  but  Freedom  of  in- 1 ernment  should,  in  my  opin- 


has  been  in  place  since  1994. 
We  shall  be  waiting. 


to  Dr  Adeibnan  to  repeat  so 
many  of  the  misconceptfons 


You  see.  I know'  this  wom- 
an. I know  her  hopes  and 
fears.  Because  this  woman 
was  me,  just  before  Mrs  Mar- 
garet TTiatcher  seized  pou'er. 
Life  has  been  pretty  much  hell 
for  me  these  past  18  years. 
.And  I want  you,  Tony,  to  tell 
mo  how  you  would  have  made 
it  better.  Prom  my  point  of 
view,  the  only  solution  in  the 
struggle  for  women's  freedom 


another  way.ibey  are  all  men.  u better  Prom 
Don’t  tell  me  that  John  view  the  only  < 
Prescott  has  ever  been  preg-  stru^e  for  woi 
nant.  Don’t  tell  me  he's  ever  and  equalltv  is- 
experienced  the  pain  of  child-  m Hmiein»- ' 
birth.  Has  Jack  Straw  ever  * fto  a?Sn 
queued  outside  Budgen's  at  mmv'ir,.?  ?hrfiri 


which  have  dc^ed  liberal  re-  8.30  on  a damp  Sunday  morn- 
sponses  to  the  distressing  tog  with  his  tights  laddered 


business  of  finding  themselves 
to  bed  with  the  enemy. 

"We  are  an  anartomiR  com- 
munity,” he  argues.  "We  have 


and  his  make-up  all  o\'er  the 
place?  And  dem’t  tr>'  and  kid 
me  that  Gordon  Broa-n  has 
ever  tried  to  w'heel  a push- 


to  have  an  intellectual  envi-  chair  up  an  escalator  whilst 
xonment  whlcfo  is  safe  — being  wolf-whistled  b>'  over- 
where  pec^e  can  say  what  weight  navvies, 
they  want  to  say."  You  cannot  Tlitogs,  so  they  told  us,  can 
help  but  sympathise  with  only  get  better.  Oh  yeah?  Last 


• Housing:  Tax-free  allow- 
ance.s  to  all  single  women  oc- 
cupying three-bedrextm  ftais, 
with  10  per  cent  funber  sub- 
sidy to  those  in  particularly 
hare-pressed  areas  such  as 
Richmond  and  Twickenham. 

• Food  and  Health:  Imme- 
diate VAT  on  coffee  made 
with  caffeine.  This  would 
reduce  stress-levels  over- 


Things,  so  they  told  us,  can  ® long- 

,1,.  Va4-tv„>  ni,  ..-.nho  r .....  awaited  decline  in  figures  for 


Addman's  angui^  ^ this  is  a Friday  now  seems  like  a 
man  iriio  was  himsflif  eriled  dream,  an  apparition.  Okay, 


road-rage,  aggravated  vio- 
lence and  assault. 

• The  Environment: 


from  South  Africa  during  so  Harriet  and  Margaret  and  environment: 

apartheid  and  give  lectures  Glenda  and  one  or  two  others  TneremurtMheavyenviron- 
on  human  rights.  But  the  logic  have  been  given  this  and  that  m®ntal  subsidies  to  encourage 
a his  own,  impassioned  argu-  But  one  helluva  lot  of  us  have  ^eptable  forms  w transport 
ment  compels  him  to  welcome  betoi  bitterly  disappointed  by  ^wnere  of  care  irith  low  to^ 
men  likeCaptato  Strasser.  Tony’s  feilure  to  give  Barbara  emwsions  ~ the  Rmault  5.  for 
'Its  not  up  to  Warwick  to  tbe  Cabinet  post  she  “^stance  --  should  receive 

<ntr  i»ho  «hniTld  he  rehahili.  rti^rvAc  If  Tonv  had  onlv  GtATlTiment  encouragement 


‘Tt^  not  up  to  Warwick  to  FoUett  tbe  Cabinet  post  she 
say  who  sh^d  be  rehabUi-  deserves.  If  Tony  bad  only 
tated,"  be  goes  on.  “It  had  the  imagination  to  make 
^uldn’t  be  Warwick  decid-  her  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 


ing  who  tbe  gnodies  and  the 
baddies  are.”  It  clearly 


quer.  he  would  have  been 
sending  out  a signal  to  all 


shouldn’t  be  the  right  of  indi-  women  in  tbe  Chelsea  area 

I who  have  experienced  the 
frustration  and  pain  of  em- 


What  about  violent 
criminals? 

Drug  dealers? 


through  special  grants  and  fi- 
nancial aid  for  licences,  car* 
taxandfoel 

• The  Family:  Cash  hand- 
outs to  single  mothers  who 
have  been  deserted  by  their 
long-term  companions,  plus 


ploying  a large  number  of  swingeing  fines  and/or  a 
household  staff  that  they,  too,  period  of  detention  for  men 


are  being  taken  seriously, 
that  tbey.  too.  have  a crucim 
role  to  i^y  in  the  New 
Labour  vision. 

It'5  by  now  widely  known 
vidual  lecturers,  no  matter  that  I was  invited  to  contrib- 
how  humane  their  motives.  ute  to  Monday's  Guardian 
The  defence  mounted  by  symposium  on  what  women 
Warwick  University  is,  unhap-  are  hoping  for  under  New 


found  guQty  of  desertion. 

• AJDimal  Rights:  An  im- 
mediate ban  on  the  filming  of 
wild-life,  plus  retrospective 
penalties  upon  all  those  who 
have  caused  untold  misery  by 
invading  the  privacy  of  many 
millions  of  anlmnlg  in  thjjs 


p3y,  rattier  lame.  A BBC  Labour.  1 was  indeed  privi- 
Radio  4 documentary  cultured  l^ed  to  be  asked  to  join  that 


sailor  staff  agreeing  their  line 
on  the  matter  last  year,  when 


are  hoping  for  under  New  hurtful  way.  Legislation  in 
Labour.  I was  indeed  privi-  these  areas  could  be  corn- 
iced to  be  asked  to  join  that  pleted  to  the  first  six  months 


distinguished  fonun  of  female  of  the  new  administraticxL  We 


voices  in  tbe  on-going  discus- 


press  interest  in  the  case  was  sion  on  the  role  of  united 
stirring.  “This  is  what  we’re  womanhood.  Solidarity  Rules, 


Conflict  on  campus 

I ers  as  rantain  Sfrasser  was  I ftiture  studoifs  past  is  per- 1 tertog  lectures;  hundreds  of 

1 . -■ ml  I ^ ^ J J 8m 


until  recently  in  change  of  Si-  fectiy  of  (XNirse.  but  the 
erra  Leone.  Having  staged  an  comdusion  — that  Captain 


police  were  drafted  in  to 'escort 

him  on  anti  off  f«amn»ig,  awl  a 


saying,  then,"  they  agreed, 
having  formulated  quite  a 
spin  about  assisting  in 
the  "democratisation”  of  Af- 
rica. ‘Yalenttoe  Strasser,  they 
announced,  had  been  admitted 
because  tbe  UN  approached 
them  and  asked  tham  to  take 
him,  thus  helpii^  the  process 
democratisation  ("We  can 
hon^y  say  tbe  process  is 
(mgotog?'’  staff  asked  each 
other,  ‘^es,  that’s  what  we 
need  to  say.”). 

Today,  the  university  de- 
dines  to  Speculate  cm  what  its 
position  might  be  were  | 
Strasser  to  admit  Amnesty's 
allegations  of  human-rights  ' 
atrocities,  “That’s  hyptibeti- 
cal,”  danurs  a spd^man, 
“and  we  deat  only  with  the 
real  wcHld.”  Which  is  a shame, 
as  a JDore  robust  defence 
might  dlfpel  tbe  nasty,  Ito^r- 
tog  suspicion  that  the  univer- 
sity is  more  Interested  in  ac- 
commodating organisations 
like  tbe  UN’s  devdi^ment  pro- 
gramme, with  a vl^  to  win- 
ning more  fet  fees  from  for- 
eign students,  than  in 
(dailfytog  the  fan^a«i  ethiis  of 
“academic  freedom”. 

Warwick  would  have  done 
better  saying  this.  Lecturers 
should  teach  Valentine 


OR?  But  on  reflection  1 de- 
cided t^t  my  {)wn  views 


have  tbe  will.  We  have  the 
power.  Now  it's  over  to  you 
Tony. 

And  for  God's  sake  don’t  let 
us  down.  'NuiT  said. 


unusually  precocioas  coigi  at 
the  age  ctf  27.  Captain  Strasser 
was  for  fbur  years  the  mflitaiy 
dictator  of  his  country,  during 


which  time,  acocnxltog  to  an  mendable  as  It  is.  these  days. 
Amnesty  report,  his  troops  evm  to  bother  — talk  c£  bpy- 
•‘torhired  and  executed  cap-  cotts  and  exclusion,  in  the 


coxKdusion  — that  f>pfain  him  on  and  off  campus,  and  a should  teach  Valentine 
fftr?*”*-**  should  be  denied  a judge  ordered  lecturers  to  Strasser  when  he  arrives,  be- 
place  in  his  lectures  — is  Identify  students  who  were  cause  to  take  it  lyxm  them- 
yi[iing.  T^mpring  as  it  is  to  cai^t  On  camera  Qommifting  selves  to  decide  is  and  is 
taiTP  8U<ih  a stance  — com-  pubUo-oreer  (^fences  (ttie  ^ir-  not  mcHSLlly  entitled  to  an  edu- 
TTiBwiahift  as  It  is.  these  days,  ited.  if  predictable,  throwing  catton  is  to  wade  into  fem- 
evm  to  bother  — talk  b^-  G£^s,forQiture  and  the  like)-  ously  murky  waters.  These 
cotts  and  ggriusion.  in  the  In  tbe  end,  the  philosophy  are  the  same  waters  which 
name,  of  “academlc  freedom”,  uodergraduate  was  obUged  to  have  (logged  liberals'  atti- 
ranains  as  iH-advised  as  ever,  attend  private  lectures  in  a hides  to  the  right  of  academics 
Of  course  Dr  Adelman  separ^  bnildtog,  and  sit  bis  like  ttie  racist  Christopher 
doesn't  want  an  extilctator  in  finals  to  solititude.  It  was  an  Brand  (he  of  blacks-have- 


William  the 


Concfueror? 

44  W E NEED  A 
NEW  BRAND  OF 
LEADERSHIP  TO 
TRANSFORM  A 
DEFEATED, 

08  wfua  needs 

DIVIDED  to  be  done  to  heal 


of  his  (tepaiture  were 
not  quite  voluntary,  when 
Strasser  announced  he  would 


doesn't  want  an  extilctator  to 
his  rfafa  — just  as  students  at 


am  not/  declares  Dr  Sammy 


away  from  the  burglar’s  •tortured  and  executed  cap-  cotts  and  exclusion,  m the  to  tne  end,  me  pmiosop 

house,  reports  Police  Maga-  suspected  insur-  name  of  “academic  freedom”,  uodergraduate  ^ oblig^ 

"inc.thatheheardovertbo  gents".  He  “withdrew”  from  remains  as  ffl-advised  as  ever,  attend  pn^  ieefo^  to 

JJ^i«BBS?bu^^Sthe  DeCCaAitkenhead  d(®t  want  an  e»dictator  m finals  to  soUtitudt  it  ^ 

moblle-phoneshopinthe  stances  of  his  departure  were  his  {toss  — just  as  students  at  ugly  afitor,  the  mily  victor 

high  street-  Helmets  aloft.  THE  dresslng-up  box  not  quite  voluntety  when  - " ■ 

I te^Sding  to  ci^  *|  am  not/  declares  Dr  Sammy 

Adelman, ‘prepared  to  teach  this  man. 

I if  to  Guinea.  Thls  Isabout  light  and  wrong’ 

6 «Snu?Sit^haiS^cometo  So  the  young  man  hw  spent  f_ 

ff  be  lamented  as  char^g  cu>  a jnnAnn  poly  didn’t  much  which  — even  many  on  t 

jjr  rios  of  a iMre  <*ra^c  Wi^SunlverBi-  fency  sitting  next  to  a Nazi,  student  left  Jf^®***^**^, 

- 1!  it  is  tempting  ^ grt  qmte  ws  warw^  ^ ^ ago.  In  19M.  was  foe.marty^  and  cab 

*o  I s’seited  about  the  tt^ble  SamS  irtien  students  at  North  Lon-  rlty  Nazi  hims^ 

and  this threaten- 


not  mcxeLlly  entitled  to  an  edu- 
catton  is  to  wade  into  fem- 
ously  murky  waters.  These 
are  the  same  waters  which 
have  (logged  liberals'  atti- 


PARTY 
INTO  A 


I t*iA«rv 


S 


campus  protests  have  come  to 
bTlmnented  as  chariMg  cu* 
rios  oS  a more  dramatic  tin^ 
it  is  tempting  to  quite 


brewing 

University.  . 

A young  man  called  valm- 
tiile  Strasser  is  due  to 
at  Warwick’s  faculty  rflaw  m 
the  autumn,  to  embark  on^ 
undergraduate  degree.  This 

h.TS  come  as  an  unplea^t 
surprise  to  some  of  its  lector* 


cS^.prepMiiigtotakeup  a London  pbly  didn’t  much  whKto  - even  mw  m me 
WaffwSuniversi*  fency  sitting  next  to  a Nazi,  student  left  JJ^a**^**^  — 
K S^mbSrf  tbe  lecturers  over  a decade  ago.  In  19M.  was  foe.marty^  and  ceteb- 
alamifid.  1^160  StUdeOtS  8t  NOTtb  IXto-  NaZl  bUlISffi. 

SS  Sri^Sth™  threaten*  don  Polytechnic  rambled  one  Student  opinion  has,  to 
ine  some  sort  of  revolt  of  ttieir  nutober  as  an  active  been  less  vidently  exercise 

“I  am  not"  declares  Dr  'National  Erott  member,  they  on  the 
sammv  Adelman.  “prepared  caused  a febulous  oommotion  Sfrasser.  Whetherthte  mdi* 

which  crashed  on  and  on  in  cat^ 

and  wrong " the  news  for  almost  a year,  mud  of  apa^  “ to 

^*UnfiSSiatdy,  Dr  idetaiMi  Pickets  were  set  up  barring  specufetiom  M m tte 
;.,2SSwk^Ura^  Patrick  Barrington  from  en-  sence  of  a campus  not.  it  fells 


finals  to  solititude.  It  was  an  Brand  (he  of  blacks*bave* 
ugly  aff^,  tbe  (»]y  victor  of  lowe^lG^ttlan-wlutes  feme) 

and  the  inigngynief  John  'Vin- 
cent to  e^jress  their  views. 
1r  ^Ammv  Opposition  to  these  academ- 

j\  WOl  I II  y however  misguided,  has  at 

to  teach  this  man. 

iHu/mnn’  fhnstve  past  is  now  being  held 

to  diequallfe  soaieone  from  a 
University  plan**,  all.  our  fine 
which  — even  many  on  the  mviftwa  of  rehabiUtatioo  be- 


^ to  be  done  to  heal 
the  Tories  wounds  and 
restore  them  to  power. 
And  w^  he’s  the  best  man 
for  the  job.  Only  in  The 
Spectator, 

ous  out  today. 


Student  left  later  admitted  — come  so  miadi  hollow  postur- 
was  the  martyred  and  celeb-  togs.  Are  vicdteit  criminals  too 


bad  to  be  allowed  to  learn? 


Student  opinicai  has.  to  date,  What  about  drug  dealers?  Con- 
been  less  vicdenfly  exercised  vlcted  members  of  the  IRA? 


gammy  Adelman.  “prepared 
to  t«*a*:**  this  man.  This  Is 
about  right  and  wrong." 

Unfoittmatdiy,  Dr  Adehnan 
is  wroc^  His  horror  at  his 


Strasser,  Whether  this  indi* 


Dr  Adelman  warns  that  by 

ariwiilting  ftapfaln  Sfrasser, 


cates  a shift  in  optoimi,  or  a Warwick  is  “shooting  itself  in 
mod  of  apathy,  is  open  to  'tbefoot”.  Onthecemtrary,  for 
3pe^.iiigtrnn.  But  in  ttfe  ab-  a liberal  to  ban  ttte  ex-dictator 
sence  of  a campus  riot,  it  fells  would  be  to  do  eractly  that 


VICTORIOUS  out  today. 
CONS  E RVAT  I VE 

GOVERNMENT. 

raE 


Ausefitlvairof  for  those 

dazzled  by  the  idare  of  a new  noUdeal  dawn. 


I 
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Wasihirii 

HouM  Banking  C 


conipwsBwii^abi 


an  ■ 


s£iin  - a OMhicB^  2 aiectaliatB) 


r. 


Rate-watch 

MPs 


for  a mauling 


people’s  champion  but  Treasury  committee 
memb^s  are  no  match  for  those  bruisers  from  Bank  of  Enoland 

Mark  Milner,  Larry  Elliott  and  Charlotte  DennyrepSrt 

OT  so  much  a I ha  0TiatHln+Aa<1  -1-. ....  ‘ 


Not  so  much  a 
Rumble  in  the 
JuD|£le,  more  a 
Walkover  at 
Westminster. 
As  a fight  pro- 
moter. Gordon  Brown  would 
find  hims^  in  trouble  with 
any  boxing  commission 
around  the  world  in  his  deci- 
sion to  match  the  Treasury 
select  committee  against  the 
Bank  of  Bnplana 
The  Chancdlor  has  cast  the 
ba^bench  MPs  on  the  com- 
mittee as  political  heavy- 
wei^its  to  take  on  Eddie 
George  and  the  newly  inde- 
pendent Bank  in  its  xxde  as 
custodian  of  Britain's  interest 
rates.  Under  the  new  r^ime 
it  will  be  for  the  MPs  to  quiz 
r^ularly  the  Governor  and 
^ eight  other  members  of 
the  Monetary  Policy  Cornet- 
tee  on  Qieir  policy  tMwWnp 
and  its  executioa. 

But  as  things  stand  it  is 
rather  lite  putting  Muham- 
mad Ali  in  ids  prime  agatnct 
an  ageing  slugger  plying  his 
in  a &irgroond  booth. 
Before  too  long,  the  punters 
will  be  screaming  for  their 
money  back. 

Labour's  decision  to  shairo 
up  the  way  monetary  policy  is 
conducted  in  Britain  owes  a 
lot  to  the  American  ea>erl- 
e^.  The  Chancellor  and  his 

are  admirers  of  the  way 

Alan  Greenspan  and  the  Fed- 
Reserve  have  master- 
minded the  long-running  US 
r®oovery  without  reigniting 
inflation. 

Mr  breenspan.  a conserva- 
tive publican  whose  suc- 
cess played  an  important  part 
in  the  re-election  of  a Demo- 
crat  prwident  has  a rela- 
tively free  hand  when  it 
f?*??  interest  rates 

in  the  US.  The  White  House 
m^  at  tunes  try  to  Influence 
its.  own  pOUtical 
en^  but  has  little  more  clout 
at  its  disposal  than  exhorta- 
tion  and  budgetary  rigour. 

rae  real  political  checks 
and  balances  on  Mr  Green- 
si^s  economic  power  lie 
mth  Congress  — hence  Mr 
wown  s nomination  of  the 
Treasi^  committee  as  the 
custodian  o€  democratic  scru- 
UK  central 
bank.  But  here  is  the  rub 
^erlcan  scrutiny  really 
^ pack  a punch.  There  are 
two  banking  committees;  one 
for  the  Houm  of  Represmta- 
nves,  the  other  for  the  ■■gona*a 
The  House  committee  has  50  Se 
members,  most  of  whom  can  he 


be  guaranteed  to  show  up 
when  Mr  Greenspan  is  sum- 
moned to  ^ve  testimony. 

Behind  them  will  be  a sup- 
port st^  of  65.  many  of  them 
specialists.  Its  budget  for  a 
two-year  session  is  a breath- 
taking (by  UK  standards) 
£4.8  million.  The  Senate  bank- 
ing committee,  under  the 
c^irmanship  of  Alphonse 
U Amato,  is  smaller  but  ichu 
has  30  advisers.  The  11-strong 
Treasury  committee  can  mus- 


ter two  secretaries,  two  clerks 
and  two  specialists  with  eco- 
nomic knowledge.  For  £200  a 
day  it  can  call  on  the  expert- 
ise of  the  likes  of  millionaire 
City  economist  Gavyn  Davies 
^om  Goldman  Sachs.  In 
Westminster  terms  it  is  one  of 
tte  better  resourced  badc- 
beuch  committees. 

Pot  all  its  musde.  Congress 
does  not  set  interest  rate  pol- 
icy. It  can,  however.  mav«i  life 
extremely  awkward  puhUdy 


I tor  the  Fed’s  governor.  Amer- 
ica's separation  of  powers 
I means  the  committees  are 
made  up  i^senior  members  of 

aie  legislative  wing  of  the 
Eovernment.  indP£w»nri^int  of 
both  the  Wh^  House  anH  the 
Fed.  Members  of  the  Treasury 
committee  owe  their  posi- 
tions to  the  executive,  with 
appointments  made  by  the 
Whips  office  after  coosulta- 
tioo  with  the  party  leaders. 

In  the  US,  the  combination 


of  independence,  status  and 
resource  means  that  the 
House  and  Senate  hanking- 
ctanmittees  are  able  to  sub- 
ject ^ Fed  governor  and  his 
pdides  to  searching  scru- 
tiny, lending  at  least  a degree 

of  transparency  to  the  way  in 

which  US  interest  rate  policy 
is  made. 

But  the  Treasury  commit- 
tee. as  presently  constituted, 
lacks  real  bite.  To  remedy 
that  Mr  Brown  has  two 


md  choices.  He  could  pack  the 
the  committee  with  what  might 
ing  be  termed  Labour’s  awkward 

up-  squad— MPs  opposed  in  prin- 

hls  ciple  to  the  granting  of  inde- 
ni-  pendence  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land  and  whose  in-built 
in  scepticism  would  give  an  edge 
icy  to  their  inquisition  of  the 
Governor  and  his  team, 
lit-  He  mi^t.  for  example,  ap- 
^ point  Diane  Abbott  — a long- 
dy  standing  left-wing  member  of 

VO  the  committee— to  chair  it  A 

supporting  cast  of  experi- 
enced parliamentarians  like 
Tony  Benn  and  Dennis  Skin- 
ner might  help  to  mfiOe  a few 
feathers  In  Threadneedle 
Street 

The  alternative  would  be  to' 
give  die  Treasury  committee 
l^eriean-style  resources. 
That  must  be  unlikely  given 
the  ChanceDofs  determina- 
tioQ  to  damp  down  on  public 
^pending,  with  schools  and 
hospitals  screaming  out  for 
cash,  handing  the  Treasi^ 

I committee  an  extra  doaen  sun- 
; port  staff  not  be  a prior- 
ity, especially  because  it 

would  lead  to  similar  demands 

from  othtf  committees  j 

^ is  likdy  to  choose  a . 
third  option  — more  of  the  ( 

same  — which  wm  do  little  to  i 

emiance  the  Treasury  com-  i 
fflittee's  chances  of  lan/Unp  ^ 
any  damaging  blows  on  a i 
well-briefed  and  self-confi-  t 
dent  Governor.  ^ 

^bott  said  yesterday:  Tj 
The  Treasury  committee  f 
ne^  tobe  better  resourced. 

It  hM  two  very  good  clerks  ti 
but  th^  are  up  against  the  n 

mas^  ranks  <rf  the  City  and  ti 

the  Bank.  But  we  don^  just  cJ 
need  more  resources  we  need  sf 
better  people  on  it  [the  T 
committee].  A 

*Tfoe  Tories  have  tradition-  ei 
any  treated  ft  like  a revcdvins 
dror,  with  members  serving  hi 
tor  only  short  periods.  The  tx 
problem  wfll  be  if  Gordon  in 
gwnj  packs  it  fun  of  his  Lb 
cwn  people  and  exchanges  nn^ ' oi* 
dead-beats  tor  another.”  m 
The  composition  of  the  th 
con^ttee  and  the  resources  pr 

available  matter.  It  wiU  be  the  Sr 
public  political  forum  in  ha 
J^lch  the  conduct  of  interest  de 

^icy  (Reeling  how  much  coi 
we  pay  for  mortgages. 

fo^  w receive  in  interest  on  t5 

bunding  society  deposits)  win  — 
be  discussed.  Aw 

Although  fell  details  of  the 
^ In  which  Mr  Brown  en-  c2 

visages  the  new  system  work-  Cyp 

ing  have  yet  to  emerge  — and  " 

are  unlil^  to  for  at  least 


i Pnbllciy.  the  Gnvaimn-  »nd 


The  Governor  and  hts  ndvi- 
sers  will  be  expected  to  give 
I evidence  to  the  committpe 
every  three  montlw.  with  the 
meetings  scheduled  to  folJow 




pay  trUiute.  to  the  qii.iliiy.  of 
the  cummitti<e's  furcitsiv  tu 
vo.stiisinons.  ITivHiely.  how. 
ewr.  they  sou  it  us  » suit 
fowh.  With  luo  miiuy  Ml*» 


Dfcucuuiw  ro  lOUUW  touch.  With  IlmI  Wimii..  \riiJ 


regar^  as  being  the  outlook 
for  inflation  against  the  tar- 
get laid  down  by  the  Go\*em- 
menL  If  interest-rate  policy  is 
heavily  skewed  towaxds  defla- 
fion,  the  hope  is  that  a rough- 
ing-up  in  public  by  the  Trea- 
sury committee  wUl  prompt 
softening  of  the  hawk- 
ish stance. 


their  advisor.s,  contniutco 
mi^bei  !!  toml  to  be  Able  tu 
ask  one  aearniilhg  i}ii«Atk)n 
but  are  unable  to  deliviT  a 
telling  fbUow-up  blow. 

Nor  are  rcLilUin.''.  Viwi'en 
the  committee  and  the  Bank 
exactly  rordt.il.  Commuiee 
timbers  hitve  been  uriiicai  of 
the  Bank  over  lssiios  as  in- 
verse as  the  tin  crisis  :uul  the 
cl(»iuv  of  the  Bank  of  CnHiit 
2™  Commerce  IiUernatinn.il. 


Likely  contenders  to  chair  The  f- 

the  committee  are  Brian  sSf  isfnSTh^nrt® 
gemore.  one  of  Mr  role 


. — wa  ftcul  OCU* 

g^ore.  one  of  Mr  George’s 
^ets  on  the 
ownmittw.  Althou^  a left- 
wi^r,  Mr  Sedgemore  duti- 
Jdly  supported  Mr  Brown's 


«■.  A S...71  iia  nut- 

JSf  I.  has 

hardlj  b^ped  to  improve  the 
atmosphere.  Indee.1,  Mr 
George  clashed  angri  y with 
^ coatee  in  the  summer 


decision  on  Tuesday,  a move  cf 

some  Westmin^^  incMo^  i995  m-or  members  criti- 
sawasajobappUcatioa*  conduct. 


, Giles  R^S  who^^  a mfote 

long-standing  member  offee  ^ 

com^ttee  btforeXg'l^?"  the  cx»,- 


cmnmlttee  before  going  on  to 
^^tlm  public  servi<|“i“ 
JS  SMd  as  another  con- 


‘.'oncluded  that 


thusi^.  eonclu^d  thal 

mbuUt  advantage  of  bSic^^  link  be- 

member  of  Labow^  Geol§il  S?®®”  central  bank  imiepen- 
“afla;  he  repute  TSfir  ^d  inflation. 

seat  adjoining  that  of  the  is  demurs.  He 

PrmeMinister.  S-Sn'^****  dp- 

of  Labour’s  new  in-  ^ 

take — particularly  those  ««•  ®ank  will  l««i  to 

for  6st-tSck?^SS; 

tron  — may  also  be  gi\^n  ^ enhanced  touK- 

SSSS®  ParliSie5ta^  S Peiformanre. 

^ came’Ss.  ST  f ?rov1^S^ 

® •»»  Wsh. 

MPs.  ff  for  no  other  reason  ri  Abbott  said  vester- 

than  that  a feilure  to  ormriHa  ' entire  argunieut  ic 
fooountability  would  m*^t?**  Gennan  expert- 


ha,  b™£,  s 
dependent 


Belgium  S5M 


Sri'S.'Kd’S 

Norway  It  25 
rartuflal  872  00 
Saudi  Arabia  s 


S«RhAM97.Dl 
Spain  28.29 
S««]«q  12^ 
3M»riaid22n 


ur. 


”5 


Sets 

I * 


Ftiday  Mnv  Q loen 

9 


FINANCE  AND  ECONOMICS  15 


pounded 


C^TLQOK/Sterling’s  surge  sabotages 
gi^p’&steady  recovery  and  helps  send 
stores  on  £1 .5bn  slide.  Ian  King  reports 


POOR  Ian  StracheuL 
Just  as  U seemed  he 
was  finally -drawing 
the  Industrial  con*' 
g]ion»rate  BTR  back  into  the 

land  of  the  Uvli^  ahmg  came 

the  oveiiSvalued  pound. 

ACBOcdtngly.  BfIR  — stUl 
one  of.  Britain's  biggest  con- 
dosnerates  was  for^  to 
issue,  its  fourth  profits  warn- 
ing in'fhree  years  yesterday, 
• the  of  vrtfich  was  to 

wjpevmcae  o«a«  £1^  billion 
offita  market  valog. 

To  make  matters  worse,  as 
.BTR  'shares  skidded  38p  to 
22Mpy  0ne  investor — said  in 
fiiemaxket  to  be  Legsd  & Gen- 
eral. Merduy  Asset  Man- 
agement — damped  some 
'8Q  inllHon  through  the  broker 
SBCV^ubu^ 

Mr  stradaan  told  diare< 
holders  at  BTR's  annnai  meet- 
ing that  exchange  rates  would 
Idt  salw  by  abbot  £300  minioa 
in  the  cuirent  trading  year, 
^rtiich  would  knock  pr^ts  by 
- about  £85  mimnn 
' -To  make  matters  wmse,  he 
added  that  trading  conditions 
in  certain  key.  marv^B,  nc^ 
taUy  Qerinady  and  Austndia, 
whidi  account  fbr  SO  per  cent 
of  BTR's  sales,  have  ^so 
..dived.  . 

Although  he  could  not 
bring-  himsdf  to  say  how 
much  this  extra  hit  would 
dent  (derating  profits,  Mr 
Stracban  did  predict  the  first- 
half  figure  would  be  lower,  al- 
though underlying 
grown. 

The  profits  warning  is  a 
cruel  turn  for  a man  who  has 
made  steady  if  unspectacular 
pn^ress  at  BTR  dnce  replac- 
ing Alan  Jackson  as  chief  ex- 
ecutive in  January  last  year. 


Mr  Stracban  joined  BTR 
fbom  the  Mining  git>up  RTZ; 
where  he  had  spent  much  of 
the  1980s  on  various  dis- 
posals, making  him  an  ideal 
man  to  pm^  the  sprawling 
mass  cf  businesses  assezOUed 
by  his  BTR  predecessors. 

At  first,  filings  seemed  to  go 
weQ,  witii  a string  of  opera- 
tions coming  undo'  the  bam- 
mer  as  he  streamlined  more 
than  30  product  groupings 
into  seven  clearly 
business  divisiona. 

Of  these,  four . — power 
drives,  automative,  process 
control,  and  paoifaping  and 
materials  — were  global  out- 
fits^- while  the  othW ' three, 
specialist  mgineering,  build- 
ing products  and  polymeries 
products,  were  smaller 
regiottal  operations. 

Activities  sold  included 
Dunlopino.  the  latex  bedding 
maker,  Taiwan  Polymer 
Group,  the  Hawker  Slddeley 
electric  power  operation  and 
US  group  Tilcon.  More  dis- 


BTR 

Share  price  (p) 


400 


creetly,  BTR  snapped  up  a 
number  Ebusinesses,  includ- 
ing water  tnalfAr  PoUex 
and  Australian,  power  motor 
group  John  RicluDond.  This 
continued  yesterday,  al- 
though the  purchase  of 
French  control  device  maicpr 
Parvex-fTom  GEC-Alsthom 
was  understandably  ignored. 

Ifiie  messt^  was  clear — it 
was  siu]^  not  enough  fbr 
BTR  to  on  generating 
cash  throng  close  attention 
to  margins,  as  in  the  slash- 
and-burn  days  of  former 
chairman  Sir  Owen  Green. 
wlQi  return  on  capital  the 
new  priority. 

Tliis  was  to  be  achieved  in 
tandem  wifi^  expansion  into 
new  markets,  particularly  in 
the  Far  East,  where  Mr  Stra- 
chan  spent  a significant 
amount  Etime  with  R*ra. 

Announcing  the  reoiganl* 
sation  last  September.  Mr 
Stracban  also  took  the  unpal- 
atable bat  necessary  step  of 
cutting  BTK’s  dividend, 
hardly  anriAarjpg  to* 

the  hundreds  E thniiBanriB  of 
small  investors  who  piled  in 
during  Sir  Owen's  ^bry  days.* 

As  hy  the  dutch  E 

upbeat  drculars  issued  by 
City  brokers  — nE  one  “sen." 
note  has  appeared  from  a 
leading  house  during  the  past 
six  MinwtbB  — tha  medicine 
appeared  to  be  working 

The  process  needs  more 
time,  however. 

As  Mr  Straehan  said  yester- 
day: 'The  spi^  E which  the 
strategy  begins  to  show 
through  in  the  itng 

will  continue  to  be  influenced 
partly  by  Actors  outside  our 
control,  such  as  the  business 
cycle  or  the  fluctuation  E 
earreneies." 

Too  ri^t  But,  aW*/mgh  it 
has  proved  dangerous  to  say 
BTR  has  bottomed  out,  as  yes- 
terday's experience  shows,  it 
may  now  be  time  to  back  Mr 
Stracban. 


Labour  seeks  to  speed 
flow  E private  funds 


SMhl^ 


Labour  sought  to  speed 
up  the  flow  E private 
cash  into  the  public  sec- 
tor yesterday  heralding 
legislation  Meeting  health 
trusts  and  easing  the  rules  on 
assessing  projects  for  the  Pri- 
vate Finance  Initiative. 

Paymaster-General  Geof- 
firey  IMinsan.  the  million- 
aire bosinessman  in  charge  E 
promoting  economic  growth, 
promised  to  honour  the 
Tbito'  target  of  £10  billion 
spmuling  by  2000,  part  E 
the  £U  bilUon  target  for 
agreed  projects. 

He  saM;  ‘There  is  no  ques- 
tion E extending  the  capital 
budget  beymid  what  was  in 
ti»  last  Budget.  If  there  is 
extra  money  through  the  PPl 
then  that  will  be  off  the  bal- 
ance sheet  and  will  be  addi- 
tteiaL"  • ' 

The  m he  added,  was  the 
only  way  that  new  projects 
requiring  extra  cash  in  any 
part  Elite  public  sector  could 
be  funded. 


Labour  acted  to  dan^l» 
fears  in  industry  awri  busi- 
ness that  tt  would  review  in- 
dividual contracts  already 
wignaH  or  agreed  as  viable, 
and  promised  these  would 
'‘ppoo^  without  delay”. 

Issuing  a 12-poinC  plan  tor 
immediatp  action,  Mr  Robin- 
son said  he'hoped  legislation 
would  be  announced  in  the 
Queen’s  Speech  to  ensure 
public  bodies  — health  trusts 
in  particular  •—  could  push 
ahead  with  private-sector 
partnerships. 

to  contrast  to  Labour's  ini- 
tial reaction  to  the  PFl  — ac- 
cusing toe  Tories  E privatis- 
ing public  services  by  the 
back  door  — Mr  Robinson 
saM  he  did  nE  want  to  look 
back  at  the  first  five  difDctdt 
years.  But  he  criticised  uni- 
versal testing  E proposed  PFI 
projects  as  “a  zecipe  tor  frus- 
tration and  delay”,  and  an- 
nounced its  abedifioo. 

The  CBI  welcomed  this 
move,  which  it  called  tor  last 
year. 

Charles  Cox.  chairman  E 
the  CSrs  iniblic  procurement 


and  efficiency  committee, 
said:  “Now  the  Governmrait 
murt  set  realistic  PFI  targets 
and  adequate  capital  budgets. 
The  Government's  12-point 
plan  is  right  to  highlight  the 
need  for  better  project  prior- 
itisatlon.  Tbat,  alongside 
promised  legislation,  should 
help  break  toe  l<^am  in 
health.” 

Mr  Robinson  said  be  could 
see  a role  for  toe  PFI  to  educa- 
tion •—  specifically  to  help 
construct  schoE  buildings. 

He  did  QE  rule  out  private 
firms  runn^  public  services 
such  as  prisons,  saying  tbat 
he  tboo^  the  toll  design/ 
huild/finanee/operate  model 
was  on  balance  more  efil- 
dent 

Mr  Robinson  insisted,  how- 
ever, that  toere  was  no  imme- 
diate need  or  desire  to  change 
curreE  practice. 

Labour  announced  a review 
E the  PfT  by  Malcolm  Bates, 
chainuan  E Pearl  Group  and 
E Premier  Faraell  and  dep- 
uty managing  direEor  E GEC 
until  March.  Mr  Bates's 
report  is  due  on  June  13. 


Kwik  Save  hit  by  falling  sales 


ToovMaar 


JORB  than  £25  million 
was  wiped  off  the 
market  value  E Kwik 
Save-  after  the  hard-pressed 
fo(^  lEailer  warned  that 
sate  to  fbe  current  year  were 
down  6 per  cent. 

group  said  that  about  a 
third  E the  foil  reflected  the 
E the  “baked  beans” 
price  iter  vfhich  ra^  a year 
ago.  Tbe  war  had  boosted 
sEee  .liiut  ksg  toe  group,  and 
itBrttols,atoint 
Otaeme  Boeter,  the  chiE 
execottv^  MesBed  that  the 


group  had  been  selling  tins  E 

beans  for  8p.  But  margins 
were  now  recovering  and 
beans  were  priced  at  I2p  a tin. 

Mr  Bowler  said  pre-tax 
profits  before  charges  were 
up  lA  per  cent  to  £44B  mil- 
lion, the  group  was  now  mak- 
ing prepress  with  its  restru^ 
turing  i^ogramme  and  he 
could  not  understand  the  City 
reaction  which  pushed  the 
share  price  down  ITp  to  291p. 

But  BUI  N^fers,  analyst  E 
ygmiawift  de  Broe,  said:  ‘The 
sales  trend  is  deeply 
disturbing"  , . 

Competition  is  stiffening  as 
cut  prices,  Improve 


customer  service,  diversi^ 
into  new  businesses  and  start 
expensive  marketing  cam- 
pa^ns  to  keep  tbe  loyalty  E 
shoppers. 

Kwik  Save  is  six  months 
into  a three-year . recovery 
programme  formulated  by 
Andersen  Consulting  which 
will  involve  closing  107 
stores,  redesigning  the  rest, 
h^rovii^  information  tech- 
nEEff  systems  and  introduc- 
ing own-brand  produEs  on 
which  profits  are  higher.  Tbe 
plan,  called  "New  Generation 
Kwik  Save”,  cost  tbe  grmm 
£87miIUon  to  extraordinary 
charges  in  the  last  fiscal  year. 


Koreans  truck  ail  the  way  to  Wales  for  £ 1 7m  manufacturing  investment 


I HU  QneEi  ofBEally  opens  a new  fiectory  today  in  Merthyr  Tydfil, 
I bnllt  as  a jEnt  entetprise  between  the  Welsh  Development  Agency 
and  one  ESooth  Korea’s  leading  basin  ess  gronps,  HaHa. 

Standing  on  the  Ete  of  the  old  North  and  Sonth  DyiSkyn  coUaetles  and 
toe  Oyffryn  Iron  Works,  ft  will  create  jobs  fbr  more  than  800  peoi^  in 
the  manufacture  of  forklift  trucks  and  excavators  fbr  the  construction 


industry  and  represents  a £17  million  investment  in  Wales  bv  the  firm 
WDA  Ekafrman  David  Rowe-Beddoe  said:  “As  well  as  the  3<»  jobs  cre- 
ated there  wlD  be  a substantial  number  E other  new  jobs  at  which 

will  snpiEy  the  Merthyr  one.” 

Engineers  are  pictured  fitting  an  axle  on  a toiklift  truck  assembly 

PHOTOGRAPH;  JEFF  MORGAN 


Prescott  orders  rail  curbs  as  SWT  escapes 


Keith  Harper 
Transport  EcHlor 


AnGRTBNING  Etoe  law 
governiz^  private  rail 
companies  was  ordered 
yesterday  by  deputy  prime 
minister  JEin  Prescott  after  a 
threatened  fine  E £1  mUIion 
against  South  West  Trains 
was  withdrawn. 

Ihe  move  eame  alter  Mr 
PresoEt  and  transport  secre- 
tary Dr  Gavin  Stiang  xvere 
told  hy  rail  franchising  direc- 
tor John  O'Brien  that  SWT 
had  improved  its  service  to 
commuters  since  71  drivers 
took  reduzidancy.  The  emnpa- 
ny's  action  caused  wide- 
spzcad  chaos  and  canceHa- 
titms  during  February  and 
March. 


News  in  brief 


Labour  ministers  said  they 
were  unhappy  that  the  Rail- 
ways Act  prevented  Mr 
O'Brien  from  impnsing  ^ 
fine.  During  what  was  de- 
scribed as  a ‘lively”  one  hour 
meeting  on  Tuesday  night, 
they  ordered  him  to  review 
his  enforcement  powers  and 
report  back  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Mr  Prescott’s  move  is  the 
first  indication  that  the  Gov- 
enuneE  will  stiffen  regula- 
tion E the  privatised  rail  in- 
dustry in  the  Interests  E 
passengers.  As  a further  step. 
Mr  O’Brien's  oiflcp  may  be 
taken  over  by  a new  rail  au- 
thority, a plan  foreshadowed 
in  Labour's  manifesto  that 
wotild  require  l<^.<Iation. 

Dr  Strang  said  he  had  in- 
sisted that  Mr  O'Brien  should 


ke^  SWT.  part  E the  Stage- 
coach  group,  under  constant 
review.  The  privatised  rail- 
way industry  is  receiving 
SlAbfllicm  this  year  fr^  the 
taxpayer  and  Dr  Strang  said 
he  eqweted  "hi^  quality  ser- 
vices in  return”.  He  added: 
“Let  me  assure  passengers 
that  the  Government  will  use 
all  toe  tools  at  its  diqx>sal  to 
ensure  fiial  toe  public  toter- 
est  comes  first" 

SWT  was  able  to  avoid  the 
£1  mill  inn  fine  because  it  ran 
99A  per  cent  E services  to 
April  against  an  expected 
benEunark  E 9B.5  per  cent 
But  it  has  previously  failed  to 
hit  this  teget  on  three  occa- 
sions. and  a fkirfher  lapse 
could  lead  to  the  withdrawal 
E its  seven-year  franchise. 

Mr  O'Briw  assured  passen- 


gers that  the  company  ooEd 
foee  “torther  serious  sanc- 
tions”. It  has  already  been 
fined  BSOOfiOO,  but  some  pas- 
sengers have  complained  that 
tills  is  not  enough. 

One  E Mr  O'Brien's  cE- 
leagues  said  fiiat  SWT  was  E- 
ready  in  the  “relegation 
zone”,  while  no  other  opera- 
tor had  defaulted.  In  spite  E 
its  poor  performance,  the 
company  could  stOl  gain  firom 
bonus  payments  for  running 
extra  tiatos,  an  anomaly  to  be 
studied  by  ministers. 

Brian  Cox,  SWTs  ebair- 
man,  said  the  company’s  in- 
creased performance  had 
“clearly  been  suffreient”  to 
persuade  Mr  O’Brien.  “We  in- 
tend to  continue  to  provide  a 
reliable  and  punctual  ser- 
vice,” he  declared. 


Ofwat  moves  to 
hold  bills  to  rate 

OFWAT  director  general  Jan  Byatt  pE  forward  proposals 
yesterday  to  prevent  water  bills  rising  foster  thw  the  maxi- 
mum rate  set  by  tbe  regulator.  He  zs  proposing  to  limit  ^ 
water  compante’ ability  to  chazige  tariSb  betw^  a basket  E 
services  so  lozig  as  they  keep  within  his  overall  price  cap. 

Under  his  proposals,  companies  would  only  be  aliowedto 
pass  on  increased  costs  Ea  service  to  the  customers  who  use  it 
and  then  only  overaperiodEtima  — Nicholas  Bannister 


Lonrho  demerger  on  course 

3HB  demerger  ELonrtjo  tookatortiar  step  forward  yesterday 
when  the  Inteznational  tradtog  group  sEd  hs  M per  cent  slake  in 
LoQiho  Su^  Corpontlon  to  the  south  African  niovo  Sugar 
gcoupfor£223.4  milikUL 

The  cash  win  reduce  Lonzho's  debt  ahead  Eits  plan  to  into 

two  companies,  (xie  focused  on  zziining  and  the  other  on  African 
tradlzig  busizieffies.  such  as  car  distribution  and  property  zzian- 
agsneE  — 7bnyMh>' 


McAlpine  takes  shine  to  Raine 

ALFRED  McAlplzie,  the  housebuilder  and  ccDstructioo  ccanpany, 
yesterday  agreed  to  buy  Ratoe  for  £442  minkm  in  a zsove  thrt 
tortoer  consolidates  the  UK  house  buildtng  industry- 

CTnrathahpginnlngrflgqtypar,  Parsmimnn  has  bofUght  Ideal 
Homes  HdkUngs  from  Trtfolgar  House  plcfE£i77miIlioo.West- 
buryhou^t  Clarke  Homes  fioznBICC  for  £80.7  miUi on,  Bryant 
bou^t  Admiral  Heszzes  Sx*  £S2  million,  03d  Beazer  Gmq:  bought 
Charles  Cfaurdi  for  £^7  milliozL  ^Bloomberf 


Northern  Rock’s  Sharp  dies 

CHRIS  Shaip.  direEcn:  of  Northern  Rock  buflding 

society  and  architect  E its  plans  to  float  on  toe  stock  inarkE 
this  autuiim.  died  suddenly  yesterday  of  a suspected  heart 
attack. 

Mr  Sharp.  S7,  was  a wen-known  figure  in  the  buflding  society 
movement,  being  toe  first  i>ersoa  to  chair  both  the  Com^  E 
Mortgage  Lenders  and  the  Building  SoEeties  Association.  In 
1993,hewasn3adeaCBE. — Richard  Miles 


Star  Wars  lift 
for  News  Corp 


Ian  King 


The  re-rEease  Etoe  Star 
Wars  trilogy  has  helped 
News  Corporation,  Rup- 
ert Murdoch’s  film,  publish- 
ing and  television  group, 
boost  profits  sharply  during 
the  first  three  months  E 1997. 

News  Corp,  in  which  Mr 
Murdoch  azid  his  fomfly  have 
a sbarehEd^  E around  31 
per  cent,  hoisted  pztsfits  by  34 
per  cent  to  A$376  million 
(£181  million). 

Tbe  figures,  which  were 
achieved  on  sales  E A33.7 
billion,  bring  News  Coro’s 
profits  durizig  toe  first  nine 
months  E its  financial  year  to 
A31.Q2  billion. 

Among  toe  highli^ts  was 
tbe  performance  by  Fbx  Tele- 
vision and  Fox  Fibns,  which 
owns  Twentieth  Centuzy  FOx 
studios,  and  which  success- 
fully released  re-mastered 
versions  E the  Star  Wars  tril- 
ogy earlier  this  year. 

Profits  on  the  TV  side 
climbed  55  per  cent,  with  the 
regular  seasonal  boost  from 
the  football  Superbowl,  along 
with  a first-time  contribution 
from  New  World,  which  com- 
prises 10  TV  stations  bou^t 
to  January. 

News  Corp  also  enjoyed  a 
significant  improvement  in 
profits  from  associate  compa- 
nies, todudtog  British  Sky 
Broadcasting,  where  it  has  a 
40  per  cent  stake. 


There  was  also  a 47  per  ceE 
profits  improvement  from 
newspaper  publishing  to  Brit- 
ain, due  mainly  to  higher  ad- 
vertising and  circulation  rev- 
enues from  tbe  Sun  and  tbe 
Times,  which  have  both  rais- 
ed their  cover  prices  over  the 
last  year. 

But  on  toe  publishing  side. 
News  Corp’  took  a one-off  hit 
of  A$46  million,  resulting 
from  the  closure  of  CD-ROM 
publish!^  activities  at  Har- 
perCoUins  and  News  Interna- 
tionaL 

Despite  toe  profits  improve- 
ment, News  Corp  shares  fell  5 
cents  to  A$6.01,  with  analysts 
warning  toat  profits  to  the 
final  quarter  could  be  hit  by 
two  new  films  due  to  be 
released  by  Fox  shortly. 

They  said  that  '“fitanic’', 
tiiougbt  to  be  tbe  most  expen- 
sive ever  niade,  has  bad 
its  US  release  date  postponed 
cast  toe  traditionE  JEy  4, 
while  “Volcano”  has  Eso 
faiiflri  to  mairp  as  mucb  as  it 
was  expected  to. 

Elsewhere  yesterday,  Mir- 
ror Group,  which  owns  the 
Mirror  titles  and  stakes  to  the 
Independent  and  Independent 
fin  8unda>’,  said  its  current  fl- 
nanniai  year  had  Started 
welL 

• Midland  Independent 
Newspapers,  publisher  of  the 
Birmingham  Post  and  Mafl.  is 
to  buy  Eebo  Press,  publisher 
E the  Louifoborough  Echo, 
fbr  £3.7  million. 


Gavin  Strang:  pnblic 

interest  comes  first 


United  joins 
digital  TV  race 
by  pledging 
DTN£120m 


Andrew  Gulf 
Meifla  Correspondent 


UNTIED  News  & Media, 
owners  of  Express 
Newspapers  and  two  ITV 
comtnmies.  joined  the  digi- 
tal television  race 
yesterday. 

The  company,  headed  by 
Labour  peer  Lord  BoUick, 
said  it  would  Invest  vp  to 
£120  million  in  Digital  Tele- 
vision Network  over  fonr 
years  if  the  latter  succeeds 
in  winning  the  battle  to  run 
digital  terrestrial 
television. 

The  Independent  Televi- 
sion Commission  is  ex- 
peEed  to  decide  within  the 
next  month  whether  to 
award  the  remaining  three 
digital  nraltiplexes  to  DIN, 
backed  by  NTL  and  Cable- 
Tel,  or  British  Digital 
Broadcasting,  a cozisortinm 
of  Carlton,  Granada  and 
BSkyB. 

Rx^er  Lan^ton,  chief  eatr 
eentive  dire^r  of  broad- 
casting and  entertainment 
at  United  News  and  & 
Media,  said  it  was  vital 
thezre  was  a competitive 
market  for  pay-TV  in 
Britain. 

DTN  believes  Its  pro- 
gramme plans  offer  a wider 
array  of  channels  than 
BDB,  including  city 
stations  and  a range  of  in- 
teractive services. 


REMIISE  WITH  DIRECT  DEBIT  BILLS  CAN  BE  SPREAD  AND  IF  AN  AMOUNT  OR  DATE 
5f““S™  WER  CNAN6E.Y0U-U  BE  NOTIFIED  WEU  IN  ADVANCE. 
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Pension 
funds  set 
to  fight 
tax  grab 


Plan  for  £8bn 
revenue  boost 
‘is  unfair  to 
stakeholders’ 


Roger  CoHre 


Chancellor  Gor- 
don Brown  Ceuss  a 
row  over  the  threat 
to  the  pensions  in- 
dustry's tax  benefits  posed  by 
his  attempt  to  boost  govern- 
ment income. 

The  pensions  industry  yes- 
terday stepped  up  Its  cam- 
paign to  fend  off  an  expected 
attack  on  its  tax  perks  amid 
fears  that  the  Treasury  alms 
to  raise  as  much  as  £8  billion 
by  changing  Qie  company  tax 
system.  Ann  l^binson.  direc- 
tor-general of  the  National 
Association  of  Pension 
Funds,  said  the  Government 
would  be  ntairing  a serious 
mistake  if  it  sought  to  raise 
extra  money  by  hittii^  pen- 
sion perks. 

Such  a move  would  back- 
fire b^use  it  would  hit  local 
authorities  and  reduce  com- 
pany tax  payments,  and  run 
counter  to  Labour's  aim  of 
boosting  private  pension  pro- 
vision. she  said. 

“You  simply  won't  get 
stakeholder  pensions  if  you 
tax.  tax  tax.” 

The  labour  Treasury  team 
has  been  studying  the  pros- 
pect of  raising  money  &om 
the  corporate  sector  as  a 
means  of  balancing  the  books 
without  breakii^  pledges  not 
to  raise  personal  income  tax 
rates.  Labour  also  believes 
the  move  could  boost  com- 
pany investment  by  encour- 
aging lower  dividend  pay- 
ments. 

It  is  widely  expected  to 
reduce  or  even  atx^h  Ad- 
vance Corporation  Tax 
(ACI^,  which  companies  de- 
duct fiom  dividend  payments. 

Such  a move  would  not  af- 
fect most  companies,  which 


can  oBiset  ACT  against  their 
corporation  tax  payments. 
But  it  would  hit  pension 
funds,  charities  and  others 
such  as  non-tax[^ers  who 
can  redaim  ACT. 

The  Government  could 
raise  up  to  £8  billion  by  abol- 
ishing ACT,  half  of  which 
would  come  fiom  the  pen- 
sions industry. 

But  that  sum  could  be  offset 
by  lower  company  tax  pay- 
ments if  companies  were 
forced  to  increase  their  pen- 
sions contributions  as  a 
result  of  lower  pension  fund 
income. 

Local  authorities  and  other 
public  sector  bodies  which  fi- 
nance pensions  would  also  be 
hit,  raising  the  prosp^  of 
hi^er  council  taxes  to  pay 
for  the  lower  ACT.  The  public 
sector  accounts  for  half  of  the 
10  million  people  in  occupa- 
tional pensions  schemes. 

Speaking  at  the  NAFF 
annual  confierence  in  Harro- 
gate yesterday,  Ms  Robinson 
expressed  “deep  concern’’  at 
the  prospect  of  aboUsbing 
ACT. 

“Imposing  a tax  on  divi- 
dends to  pension,  binds  has 
the  effect  of  imposing  double 
taxation  on  individu^.  And, 
by  reducing  or  abolishing 
ACT.  the  Government  would 
bo&  reduce  its  revenue  and 
increase  public  expenditure.” 

Ms  Robinson  told  delegates 
that  the  Labour  Party  had  es- 
pou^  private  pension  provi- 
sion but  if  the  industry  was  to 
meet  the  need  it  must  have 
the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment 

“The  Govenunent  has  said 
it  wants  to  support  and 
strengthen  the  framework  for 
occupational  pensions.  But 
occupational  pensions  have 
been  'strengthened'  almost  to 
death  as  a result  of  the  1995 
Pensions  Act 

“What  we  need  now  is  a 
govenunent  which  win  pro- 
vide support  — not  strai^ula- 
tion.  ^e  Government  must 
not  take  one  here  and  one 
arm  there,  and  thus  weaken 
the  whole  edifice." 


Sales  surged  as 
Tories  slumped 


Charlotte  Denny 


A SURGE  In  consumer 
confidence  last  month 
boosted  high  street 
^nding  and  coincided,  iron- 
ically, with  a slump  in  the 
Tories’  political  fortunes.  ■ 
Retail  sales  volumes 
showed  the  highest  anTiiiai 
rate  of  increase  since  Novem- 
ber 1996  and  this  growth  is 
expected  to  continue  this 
month,  according  to  tite  Con- 
federation of  British  Indus- 
try's monthly  survey  of 
retailers.  published 
yesterday. 

This  fresh  evidence  of  a 
consumer  boom,  in  contrast 
to  flat  industrial  output,  was 
seized  upon  in  the  City  as  jus- 
tifying Chancellor  Gordon 
Brown's  decision  to  raise 
base  rates  25  percentage 
points  earlier  this  week. 
Spending  is  expected  to  rise 
even  further  as  the  first  of  the 
likely  £22  billion  windfall 
gains  from  free  building  soci- 
ety and  mutual  insurance 
firms  shares  soon  flow  into 
consumers'  bank  accounts. 

Unveiling  tbe  report.  Alasi- 
tair  Eperon,  chairman  of  the 


CBFs  distributive  trades  sur- 
vey panel,  said:  “The  survey 
shows  an  encouraging  growth 
in  all  sectors  signalling  that 
consumer  confidence  is  now 
improving  fortunes  right 
across  tbe  retail  trade.” 

While  some  City  commenta- 
tors seized  upon  the  pick-up 
in  sales  as  backing  the  Chan- 
cellor’s rate  rise,  others 
pointed  to  tbe  siuvey  as  bir- 
ther  evidence  of  the  widening 
gap  between  the  services  and 
manufacturing  sector. 

■Qimnn  Brlscoe,  oC  Nlkko 
Bank,  said:  ‘*This  data  shows 
that  the  spUt  in  the  economy's 
performance  is  alive  and 
welL” 

In  the  survey,  59  per  cent  of 
retailers  reported  increased 
sales,  while  17  per  cent  said 
sal^  were  down,  leaving  a 
positive  balance  of  42  per 
cent,  against  a balance  of  40 
per  cent  who  were  expecting 
s^es  to  grow  this  mon^ 

This  time  last  year,  the 
positive  balance  was  32  per 
cent 

Furniture  and  carpet 
retailers,  booksellers,  hard- 
ware. DIY.  grocers  and  cloth- 
ing shops  reported  the  great- 
est boost  to  sales. 


Notebook 


YASUO  Hamanaka  (left). 

the  former  chief  copper 
dealer  at  Snmitomo  Corpo- 
ration who  stands  accused 
of  losing  the  Japanese  con- 
glomerate £2  billion,  leaves 
Tokyo  district  coart  with 
his  lawyers  after  yester- 
d^'s  fourth  session  of  his 
trial  for  fraud  and  forgery. 
writes  Paul  Murpl^'. 

While  Mr  Hamanaka. 


who  is  alleged  to'have  car- 
ried out  unauthorised 
transactions  over  a 10-year 
period  in  tbe  world’s  big- 
gest financial  scandal,  has 
already  pleaded  guilty  to 
charges  of  fraud  and  forg- 
ery, his  lawyers  are  hoping 
for  a reduced  sentence  by 
highlighting  lax  manage- 
ment controls  at  Sumitomo. 

A former  general  man- 


ager of  the  conglomerate’s 
credit  control  division.  Hir- 
oshi Nishlno,  received  a 
grilling  yesterday  over  a 
copper  deal  struck  in  1993 
that  was  rooted  through 
Sumitomo’s  Hong  Kong 
subsidiary. 

Mr  Nichlno  could  remem- 
ber having  a meeting  about 
tbe  deal,  which  ran  to  hun- 
dreds of  millions  dollars. 


Pru  backs  Shell  on  green  stance 


Roger  Cowe 


SHELL,  the  oil  group 
under  pressure  from  hu- 
man rights  and  environ- 
mental activists  to  clean  up 
its  act  yesterday  won  back- 
ing for  its  cautious  stance 
from  its  biggest  sbareholder, 
the  Prudential 
Prudential  chairman  Sir 
Martin  Jacomb  said  >‘ester- 
day  that  his  company  would 
back  Shell  at  its  annual  meet- 
ing next  week  against  an  un- 
precedented range  of  share- 
holder protests. 

Friends  of  the  Earth  and 
the  W'orid  Development 
Movement  had  called  on  the 
Pru  — which  holds  3.3  per 
cent  of  the  oil  firm's  shares  — 
to  back  a resolution  at  Shell's 
agm  on  Wednesday  calling  on 


it  to  produce  a folly  audited 
environmental  report  and  a 
detailed  study  of  its  contro- 
versial Nigerian  involvement 

Responding  to  pressure 
from  Friends  of  the  Earth  at 
the  Pru's  annual  meetir^  Sir 
Martin  said  the  UK’s  biggest 
insurance  company  was  well 
aware  of  climate-change 
issues  but  said  that  compa- 
nies like  SheU  were  acting 
responsibly. 

“We  are  absolutely  commit- 
ted to  sustainable  develop- 
ment There  is  no  difficulty 
about  that”  Sir  Martin  said. 
“But  the  idea  that  one  can 
stop  global  warming  by  stop- 
ping consumption  of  fossil 
fuels,  when  mankind  depends 
on  it  is  unrealistic.  We  have 
got  to  find  economic  and  sus- 
tainable ways  of  using  such 
fuels.” 


Noel  EdmoncJs  new  ‘face  of  Toad’ 


Noel  Edmonds  joins  forces  with  car 
security  firm.  Ian  King  reports 


Noel  Edmonds,  who  is 
more  normally  spot- 
ted in  his  television 
home  Crinkly  Bottom,  sms- 
terday  found  himself  in  the 
more  m»Ti«nai  setting  of  the 
City. 

Mr  Edmonds,  who  is 
probably  best  known  fiir  In- 
flicting his  bloated  sidekick 
Mr  Blobl^  on  an  nnsns- 
pecting  nation,  has  joined 
forces  with  Toad,  the  car 
secnrity  manufacturer 
chaired  by  millionaire  bio- 


technology scientist  Chris 
Evans. 

Through  his  company. 
Unique  Group,  the  “broad- 
caster and  businessman”  — 
as  Mr  Edmonds  was  de- 
scribed yesterday  — will 
provide  consnltancy  ser- 
vices to  Toad,  which  has 
also  bought  development 
and  marketing  rights  to 

new  vehicle  technology 
owned  by  Unique. 

The  products  Include  in- 
car  foxes,  computers  and 


video  conferencing  equip- 
menL  minianire  cameras 
which  can  record  accidents 
or  road  rage  incidents, 
along  with  hands-free  mo- 
bile phones. 

As  part  of  the  deal.  Mr 
Edmonds  will  effcctivelv 
become  tbe  “face  of  Toad'\ 
pledging  to  promote  aware- 
ness of  the  companv's 
brands  and  help  lifr  'its 
share  of  the  market  to  over 
30  per  cent. 

Under  the  terms  uf  tbe 
deal  the  TV  star  — alreadv 
one  of  Britain’s  wealfiiiest 
entertainers  — uiU  receive 
500.000  Toad  shares  imme- 
diately. which  at  last 


night's  closing  price  were 
worth  IUI02.500. 

However,  he  could  also 
earn  almost  £600,000  worth 
of  extra  shares  under  an 
eam-out  deal,  which  de- 
pends on  certain  perfor- 
tnance  targets. 

Dr  Evans,  the  son  of  a 
Port  Talbot  steel  worker 
wbo  bas  brought  three  com- 
panies worth  more  than 
£500  million  to  the  stock 
market,  explained:  “With 
Noel  Edmonds's  national 
profile  — and  our  good 
quality  product  pipeline  — 
we  shoold  become  the  num- 
ber one  player  in  this  sec- 
tor." 


Prudential  managers  have 
met  Shell  executives  several 
times  since  controversy  erup- 
ted over  the  Brent  Spar  ofl 
platform  and  the  Nigerian 
Ogoni  oilfields.  The  Pru  be- 
lieves that  Shell  has  changed 


its  stance  on  social  issues  and 
external  communication. 

FoE  campaigner  Anna 
Stanford  said  it  was  in  Pru- 
dential shareholders’  inter- 
ests for  the  insurer  to  be  more 
active  on  the  environment 


Dollar  dip  leaves 
Brown  quids  in 


Edhiedby 
Alex  Bm!7}nier. 

FTER  a Imig  cUmb  on 
the  foreign  exchange 
■kets  which  began  in 
tbe  spring  of  1985,  foere  are 
signs  Quid  the  U8  dollar,  with 
stedhig  paifly  following  in  its 
wake,  may  have  reached  a 
tuming.  point  H that  proves 
to  be  *7^  than  the  mar- 
kets may  cmne  to  the  rescue 
of  Gordon  Brown,  the  Chan- 
cellor, on  his  potentially  most 
serious  proBImn:  an  overval- 
ue pound. 

Certainly,  now  the  new  gov- 
ernment is  safUy  enscoosed 
in  office,  business  people, 
who  were  happy  to  keep  their 
heads  down  daring  tlm  i<mg 
election  campaign  as  the 
pound  rose  to  ever  new 
heights,  are  starting  to 

6TH  warned  Qie  stodc  mar- 
ket that  the  strong  pound, 
togeOter  with  sluggish  growth 
in  Gomany  and  Australia, 
would  cut  profits  by  £%  mil- 
lion in  tbe  first  half  of  the 
year.  ^Vhlle  Oie  rhairmaw  of 
British  Steel  Sir  Brian  Mtf- 
has  pointed  out  that  more 
than  alght  milllnn  jobs  in  US 
manofocturiug  co^  be  af- 
focted  if  Qie  surge  in  sterling 
is'  allowed  to  eontinae 
unchecked. 

Assistance,  however,  ap- 
pears to  be  ocanxng  <m  several 
fronts.  On  the  0obal  horizon, 
there  does  appear  to  have 
been  more  to  last  month’s 
(^oup  Sevoi  statemait  on 
the  Hnllnr  than  was  generally 
appreciated. 

The  G7  said  the  dollar's  rise 
had  gone  far  enouffo  and  that 
it  was  rather  disturbed  ^ the 
ron-up  in  Japanese  trade  sur- 
pluses. Behind  the  seemingly 
mild  rhetoric  there  appears  to 
have  been  a gende  central 
bankers  s^reemmit  to  inter- 
vene if  necessary:  or  so  it 
would  seem  from  statements 
emanating  frwft  Tokya 

The  result  has  been  that  the 
dollar,  which  had  climbed 


but  the  details  had  now  es- 
caped his  memory,  he  said. 

After  the  court  sesston  — 
the  fourth  so  for  — Toru 
Yoshiki,  one  of  Hamana- 
ka’s lawyers,  said  the  de- 
fence would  continne  to 
highlight  Sumitomo’s  ac- 
tions followtng  the  1998 
deaL 

me  trial  is  now  set  to 
continne  on  June  6. 


more  than  57  per  cent  against 
the  Japanese  yen  from  its 
lowest  point,  has  begun  to  fon 
hack.  Ifoving  readied  aromid 
130  yen.  its  has  sunk  ba^  to 
below  125  yeiL 

That  could  well  be  helpfol 
to  Mr  Brown,  in  tbat  of  all  the 
European  currencies  the 
pound  is  mod  likdy  to  follow 

fha  rtnTIftr  Ipari 

During  the  recmit  iq^surge 
in  sterling  the  pound’s  rise 
against  the  ddlar  has  been 
nmch  more  modest  than  its 
performance  against  the 
mark  ami  foe  yen:  a$  the  dol- 
lar eases  down,  the  pound 
could  also  wealmo. 

If  there  was  any  doubts 
about  this  then  the  fii^  ap- 
paiant  leak  of  Labonr’s  think- 
ing to  Qie  little  known  Bridge 
News  service  (formerly 
Knight  Bidder)'  suggesting 
that  there  were  ttwwe  in  the 
eounomic  team  who  might 
fovour  Qie  UK’s  re-entry  into 
foe  exchangw  rate  mechanism 
(keeping  tbe  UE  in  toudi  with 

Bnxn)  at  OM250  seems  to 
have  had  Qie  dmired  effect:  in 


irwftrfrinff  sterling  down  five 
pfoTinigs  on  the  day's  trading. 
Even  tho»gh  Qie  report  was 
dortiod.  u nan  only  gtve  Com- 
fort to  the  Chanceffor  and 

•Ranlr  nrFWwglawd. 

Not  that  they  need  very 

much.  The  thot^Q  of  an  ind^ 

pmideitt  Bank  has  kept  gilts 
on  the  bofl,  rising  a ftuther- 
potnt,  with  Qie  FTSE.  at  a 
new  record,  joining  the  party. 


Plea  bargains 

IN  keeping  with  the  spirit  of 
1997  — a oombination  of 
Scesh  starts  and  tributes  to 
predecessors  — Abbas  Gokal 
yesteniay  b%an  a i4-year  sen- 
tence. His  conviction  last 
month  made  an  upbeat 
grit  by  then  Serious  Fraud 
Office  director  Georee  Staple, 
his  record-breaking  sentence 
TwaiTPe  for  an  upbeat  entrance 
by  successor  Rosalind 
Wright 

No  one  likes  to  briz^  a 
touch  of  Coun^  Durham  bliz- 
zard to  Qiis  sunny  May  scene, 
but  two  points  need  making. 

First,  had  Gdkal  pleaded 
gullW>  shown  remorse  and 
helped  police  both  to  trace 
miefting  money  and  to  com- 
pile their  evidence,  he  would 
be  looking  at  ei^  years,  not 
24.  Rea  bargaining  Is  one  of 
tbe  most  sensitive  issues  in 
the  criminal  justice  system, 
and  ought  to  be  d^ted  soon 
by  toe  new  Parliament. 

Second,  any  Labour  minis- 
ter star-struck  by  the  fear- 
some efficiency  of  US  regula- 
tors systm  ought  to  bear  in 
mind  that,  bad  the  US  au- 
thorities bad  their  way.  Gokal 
would  have  been  granted  total 
immunity  from  prosecution 
in  return  for  testfmoiiy.  In- 
deed. the  Americans  were  fu- 
rious wh^  foe  SFO  collared 
Gdkal  en  route  to  the  US. 

Something  worth  heming 
in  mind  during  the  inevitable 
shake-up  of  anti-fraud 
machine. 


Water  pressure 

The  water  r^idator,  Ian 
Byatt.  has  moved,  not  be- 
fore time,  to  end  a prac- 
tice which  has  left  customers 
of  water  companies  queryiz^ 
Ihe  ^ectlveness  of  his  price 
r^hne. 

All  too  often  customers 
hm  found  that  their  water 
bin  has  risen  for  faster  than 
the  price  cap  set  by  the  re- 
lator. This  hai^ns  when  a 
water  company  recovers  the 
extra  costs  of  one  service  by 
charging  more  for  another. 

Mr  Byatt  feels  that  foe  bulk 
of  foe  rebalancing  between 
foe  five  main  services  — me- 
tered and  unmetered  water, 
metaed  and  unmetered  sew- 
erage. and  trade  effluent  — 
has  beoi  lazg^  achieved  and 
that  farther  rebalancing 
Chould  be  considv ed  ozdy  at 
foe  five-yearly  price  reviews. 
Extra  costs  could  then  be 
phased  in  gradually. 

He  alto  wants  to  prevent 
companies  offering  sweeten- 


ers by  way  of  below  cost  tsu> 
iffi  to  lax^  industrial  users 
and  then  recovering  foe  cost 
by  bumping  im  the  charges  to 
other  customers,  usually  Qie 
general  public. 

My  Byatt  has  a reputation 
for  beii^  etA  on  the  water 
CGonpaiiies,  so  it  is  good  to  see 
him  responding  to.com- 
Jdaints.  Long  may  it  continue. 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,959 


Across 


1 A frttle  boy  holcSng  up 
business  (7) 

S E.eft  in  a mug  when  nursing 
mother  (7) 

d Getting  some  Of  them  in 
entails  staiKTing  out  (7) 

10  At  fifty  a harbour  worker  for 
Georgian  capital  (7) 

11  PlantneedingilttlewatertD 
produce  weighty  harvest  (9) 


12  Asoldlei  lailwrlnhisbi’e8Ac(5) 

18  Animals  to  be  seen  araund 
quiet  slopes^ 

IB  What  one  has  to  go  on  If 
unwell  (3-Q 

17  Btoleaguntoexchengetor 
food  (9) 

19  Refuse  to  take  a casual  sort 

Of  sMrt — not  very  wise  ^ 
22  The  spirit  of  Shakespeare 
(5) 


23  He  makes  good  fumttuie, 
concerned  with  getting 
ahaadfP) 

25  Shortage  gh4ng  many  hard 
t»ne(7) 

26  Ratherslowand 
exceptionanyneat(7) 

27  Engineers  come  in  to  make 
toipltcata  record  (2-6) 

28  Eastern  unrest  which  could 
become  serious  (7) 

Down 


1 A writer,  given  dneetion, 
writes  letters  forthe  queen 

2 Like  Slits?  (7) 

3 Material— material  used  in 
theChupch^ 

4 weil-known,  so  there'k  no 
nonsense  over  credlt-notee 
0) 

B9«ewdnote(5) 

6 Ybixigrunrierspayforsiich 

abloomer{9) 

7 Andentfrine  andsHvarduck 

8 More  incurred  to  get  stem 
aboutpass(7) 

14  Minor  aocqsflng  the  heto^ 
waming(4-6) 
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